Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^ 

^ 



> 






*».-*■ 



^ 



.;/ 



^* 



aQit'W 



.> 




.*1 



^ 



\ 



THE 



ARGONAUTICS 



or 



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS, 

TRANSLATED INTO 

ENGLISH VERSE. 

WITH 

NOTES 

CRITICAL, BISTOmiCAL, AND IXPLANATORr,, 

AND 

DISSERTATIONS. 



BY 



WILLIAM PRESTON/ ESQ^M-R.LA. 



IN THREE VOLUMES. 



VOL. I. 



DUBLIN: 

nUNTED BY GRAISBERRY AND CAMPM.U-, 
FO^ THE AUTHOR* 

1803. 



CONTENTS 



OF 



THE FIRST VOLUME. 



Translator's Pre/ace^ • . . . Page v 

jirgonautics^ Book the firsts 1 

ArgonauticSy Book the secoiid^ • €3 

jirganautics, Book the thinly 119 

Argonautics^ Book the fourth , , . 179 



THE 

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 

, TO 

THE READER. 



If the persons, who endeavour to rescue from 
oblivion neglected merit, confessedly attempt a 
meritorious task ; the translators of those ancient 
writers, who have hitherto failed of obtaining 
the circulation and celebrity justly due to their 
learning and genius, are fairly entitled, at all 
events, to the praise of good intention. Siiould 
these adventurers prove so fortunate, as to ac- 
quit themselves, in their respective undertakings, 
to the satisfacition of the public, they are fur- 
ther entitled to the regard and^ encouragement, 
which ought to recompense, but do not uni- 
formly attend patient and judicious labour, di-» 
rected to the advancement of taste and science. 
The poem oi Apollonkts Rhodius^ now offered 
to the public, in an entirely new version, ap* 
peared to the present translator, a fair object, 
for such a chivalrous enterprize. At least, the 
partial admiration and gratitude of one, who 
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had frequently perused, and always with eti — 
creasing pleasure, this delightful poet, consi-^ 
dered his present reputation and rank, among^ 
the illustrious writers of antiquity, as totally in^ 
adequate to his intrinsic merits. Apolloniu^ Rho- 
diuSy it is true, can by no means be considered, 
as a writer unknown, or obscure; yet has he 
failed, of obtaining his just station, on the 
heights of P amass ics. He is chiefly known, to 
profest scholars, and is little in the hands of 
the modern reader, whose commerce with the 
ancients is carried on, through the medium of 
translation. Indeed, even when he is remem- 
bered among the learned ; he is usually intro* 
duced, in the degrading attitude of a captive, 
bound to the chariot, and following the trium- 
phal pomp of Virgil, who has literally fulfilled, 
in the person of this poet, his own prediction in 
the third Georgic. 

Aonio rediens deducam vertice mussis. 

Thus is the name of ApoUoniiis lost, and ab- 
sorbed in that of his conqueror. His poetical 
beauties are all hung up, as trophies, to deco- 
rate the shrine of Firgil, His primary and ori- 
ginal claims on our attention, in his own right, 
are forgotten ; and he is honoured only with 
the derivative and subordinate praise, of having 
supplied to the Mantuan bard, the crude mate- 
rials 
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rials and unformed elements, from whence some 
of his beauties have been wrought, and fash- 
ioned. Thus, is he chiefly known to the world, 
by the vague reputation, the traditional merit, 
generally taken on trust, that his loves of Medea 
and Jason are the ground-work, on which Vir^ 
pi has formed, the Jburth book of his JEneid. 
But how small a part is that of the poem ! With 
what happy passages, what various and striking 
beauties does it every where abound ! The fact 
is, that the bard oi Alexandria has been worse 
treated, considering his just pretensions, and 
real merits, than any poet of antiquity ; and 
furnishes a striking instance of the caprice of 
fortune, and the uncertainty even of literary 
posthumous reputation. No critic, ancient, or 
niodein, has been found, to do full justice to 
the charms of his versification, the beauty of his 
diction, the apposite illustration of his similies, 
his picturesque and luminous display of moral 
and physical nature, his knowledge of the hu- 
man heart, the sportive graces of his fancy, 
and those jrolden visions of bold and excursive 
imagination, worthy of the fairest names, among 
the Italian poets. No critic has been found, to 
ascertain with accuracy, the obligations of Vir^ 
gil to this poet. 

It is a curious circumstance, to enquire how 
this has happened. Two Roman writers, oC 

A 3 ^x^aX 
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great eminence, ha\^e condescended to avail 
themselves of the talents and the labours of the 
Alexandrian; yet they have not, in any part of 
their works, acknowledged the obligation; or 
paid the smallest tribute of gratitude to his me- 
mory. May it not be conjectured, that the 
poets, in question, and their adherents, found 
an ungenerous interest, in the keeping back 
from view, the merits of a rival, whose promi- 
nence might tend to overshadow them ? — May 
not the HomanSy from a general sentiment of 
pride and triumph, in their great epic poetj 
have been disposed, to consign, if possible, to 
•obscurity, the source, from whence he had im- 
4)ibed his very genius, and poetical style and 
character, and had drawn so many of his softest 
and purest graces? — The father of epic song- 
rose, too powerful and vast, for such an at- 
tempt. The obligations, which Virgil owed to 
'Homer y could not be dissembled, or concealed <5 
because the poems of Homer were in every 
hand. But tbey judged rightly, as the event 
has shown, that it might be possible to exclude 
ApolloniuSj a writer of inferior note, as an un- 
welcome visitant, an upbraiding creditor, whose 
presence would remind the great master of Ho- 
man poetry, how much he was indebted to bor- 

rawed jstores. On hiin, the partial criticism of 

Rome 5 
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Remey might hope to exercise its injustice, wjth 
impunity. 

Certaia it is, that two of the great critics of 
antiquity, from whose sentence there qould lie 
no appeal, were it pronounced, on a fair hear- 
ing, and full deliberation, have treated the 
Shodian poet, in a manner, that seems to jus- 
tify the cdldness and neglect, which he has now 
experienced from succeeding ages. But may 
not these respectable and amiable writers, 2win- 
tilian and LongtnicSy of whose exquisite taste, 
and sound judgment, no doubt can be enter- 
tained. — May they not, in this instance, have 
been borne away, by fashion? — May they not 
have yielded, in some measure, to the preju- 
dices of the times, and neglected ApolloniuSj 
because they found him neglected, by others? 
—May they not have hastily taken his character 
on trust, and adopted the opinion of his medio- 
crity, without a diligent perusal of his writings? 
— May they not, through excessive admiration 
oi Homer J have wished to decry the founder of 

a new school ? 

It is to be remembered, that the critics, 
whom I have mentioned, were enthusiastic ad- 
mirers, as, indeed, who among the .ancients 
was not, of the poems of Homer, To him they 
referrred^ as to the standard of excellence, ttovx\ 
IiJs works, In their opinion^ all the rules o? ^oo^ 



THE TRANSLATOR*S 



Yrriting were to be drawn. Bold^ and perhaps 
unfortunate, at the same time, was the poet, 
who, in such a disposition of the literary world, 
ventured to deviate from the paths, that Ilomei* 
trod ; and to establish a new school of writing. 
The productions of the mighty father of epic 
song were marked, by an unlaboured and unaf- 
fected greatness, a sublime simplicity, a stile 
plain, flowing, and unstudied. Stranger to toil, 
and modern refinements; his poetry exhibited 
more of divine inspiration, than of human art. 
The'founders of a new school and sect in com- 
position, the authors of a stile different, in some 
measure, and boldly presuming, to refine and 
improve on that of Homer ^ h^d many difficul- 
ties to encounter, among the idolatrous wor- 
shippers of that venerable poet. Like the apos- 
tle of some new poetical heresy, he incurred 
the danger, of being torn to pieces, by the or- 
thodox and pioiis rage of devout and zealous 
critics. At any rate, he could only expect, 
from the generality of readers, the contempt, 
or the persecution, that usually await all teach- 
ers of heterodox opinions, and novel practices. 
jipoUonius was among the leaders of a new 
school in poetry, less vigorous, but more gor- 
geous, less sublime, but more elaborate, less 
forcible, but more graceful than that of Homer. 
For such is the character of the Akxandria^i 

school. 
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school, and of Virgil j who adopted its man- 
ner. 

There may be another reason, why the popu- 
larity of Apollonius Rhodiics was not fully ade- 
quate to his poetical merit. His details of reli- 
gious ceremonies, of mythology, history, and 
pedigree, though they render his poem highly 
valuable to the curious antiquarian, as a trea- 
sury of ancient literature, impede the rapidity 
of the story, aiCd damp the ardour and attention 
of the reader. Horner^ it is true, sometimes 
admi'ts them, but more s]>aringly, and his 
poems are so full of action and incident, that 
the weight of these cjpisodic dissertations is less 
felt. It must be confest, there are many pas- 
sages in Apolloniusy which will appear suffi- 
ciently tiresome to the generality of English 
readers ; and I presume the case was nearly the 
same, with the Rortian. Certainly, in a mode-: 
rate degree, such details increase the interest of 
the narrative ; and produce a very happy effect. 
They give a venerable air of antiquity. They 
fill the mind with a pleasing awful gloom ; and 
excite that kind of sensation, which we expe- 
rience on our entering some ancient Gothic 
cathedral. Remote antiquity has naturally in it, 
something awful and imposing ; so that the very 
names of ancient heroes, their atchievements 
and destinies, though^ not in themselves, per- 
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haps very great or memorable, possess a magi- 
cal attraction, that allures and captivates the 
mind, and fills it with a secret admiration. 
Hence it is, that we peruse with so much de- 
light, the legends, and ancient ballads, that tell 
of Arthur begirt with British and Armoric 
knights ; and of Charleviagm, with all his peer- 
age. Particular details, such as I have men- 
tioned, rfurther add to the interest of the narra- 
/tive, by giving to it a form and semblance of 
veracity, an appearance of reality. They seem 
to be a sort of corroborating pledges, which the 
author gives to his reader, for the truth of what 
he narrates. Such may be the advantages of 
this practice, if employed with moderation ; 
but, nothing in excess y is a maxim, as true, in 
roaMers of taste, as in morality. ApolloniitSy it 
must be confest, indulged his predilection for 
antiquarian details, and religious descriptions, 
or rather complied^ with the reigning taste of 
the day, and of the country, to which he be- 
longed, at the expence of bis general reputa- 
tion, as a poet; and, like many others, sacri- 
ficed to fashion and present popularity, the 
hopes of posterity. 

Another circumstance, to render the poem of 
Apollonitis less popular, may be his adoption of 
the chronological order, and historical form, in 
place of the epic intcgiity of action^ and suc- 
cinctness 
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ciDCtneM of duration. Historical poems will 
BTcr be found, to excite less powerful interest, 
tbao those, which are modelled on the truly 
i^itimate epic plan. The judicious practice 
ot Horner^ who hurries his reader m tnediai 
res non seats ac notas^ has been applauded by 
mtksy in all ages, jipolltmkesj as wdl as jome 
other writers, has adopted a different method, 
and -fais poem has suffered in proportion. And 
there are periods in the narrative, at which the 
poem might have opened \vith superior advau^ 
tage. Such as the meeting with Phineus. 

Such are the objections^ which may justly h^ 
made to Apollonius. But, surely, his beauties 
are so numerous, and so splendid, that they 
should completely exempt him, from the im- 
putation of mediocrity. I think I shall bei^us- 
tified, in my manner of accounting for the treat- 
ment be has received, from two consummate 
critics; and in my suspecting them (though I 
do so with a reverential hesitation) of some de- 
gree of prejudice, or, at least, of precipitation, 
in the sentence, which they have passed ; if we 
consider, and examine their expressions, in 
speaking of our poet. Their censures are 
vague, and convey little of that precise instruc- 
tion, and appropriate remark, which we might 
naturally e-xpect from such excellent and acute 
cnticsv-«-«-**The cbamcters are not sufficiently 
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discriminated, descriptive, or apposite, which 
they have respectively given of Apollonius. 
Their censures come from them, only inciden- 
tally, and bear evident marks of haste and cdXQ" 
lessness. ^^ Z^ngi?iusy for instance, bestows on 
him a praise, which he does not seem entirely 
to merit; while he withholds that, which is 
fairly due to him; and then to obscure him 
entirely, by superior and transcendent bright- 
ness, he places him beside Homer y a situation, 
which not even VirgU himself can bear. — Lon- 
' ginus calls Apolloyiius «ir!ftJI<&', a Avriter, who 
never falls into faults or inequalities, a com- 
mendation, which, unless we confine it to the 
singular beauty and correctness of his versifi- 
cation, style, and diction, cannot be applied to 
Apdlmnus; who exhibits many inequalities, 
and occasional lapses, blended with great beau- 
ties. — He selects him, as an example, of the 
humble mediocrity of genius, that scapes cen- 
sure, only, by fearing to risk any thing great 
or sublime, and, in the words ot Horace^ Ser- 
pit humi tutus nimhim timidusqiie proccllte, — 
Without deigning to bestow a critical exami- 
nation on Apolloniiui J he condemns him, in the 
gross, by an insulting interrogation — " Who 
would chuse rather to be the poet of the Argo- 
nauticSy than Homer?'''* — No man surely — but 
does it follow, from that unfair comparison, 

and 
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and from his inferiority to Homer ^ that Apol- 
Imus should rank with the poets of medio- 
crity? — Suppose the same question should lie 
asked, with respect to Sophocles^ to Euripides^ 
to Virgil? — ^I believe there are few, who would 
answer in the aftirmative.* 

The words of Suintiliariy who coldly damn^ 
ApoUonius with faint praise, ai'e — " Non con^ 
iemnendum edidit opus ieguali qtiadam medio* 
crate,^^ — Words, that have in them much of the 
sweeping generality, in which assuming and 
superficial criticism is wont to delight; and 
can'j with them, a supercilious pertness of 
summary condemnation, not unworthy of the 
modern critical louifgcrs, in the shops of book-i 
sellers. The attribute of even level mediocrity, 
is by DO means descriptive of the charactef^ of 
^pollonius. Sometimes, it is true, in his fond- 
ness for the picturesque, or the antique, he 
stoops, with a minute littleness, to the descrip- 
tion of local circumstances, manual operations, 
and religious rites; a failing, from which jHb- 
nier himself is not exempt. But the Argonau* 
ticSy as, I trust, I shall be able to demonstrate 
hereafter, abounds, as much, perhaps, as any of 

* Scaliger, with the violcDce and presumption, na« 
toral to him, prefers Ftrgll^ and endeavours to degrade 
Homer. He, doubtless, would answer in the affirma- 
tive. 
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die remains of antiquity, in some of the mo 
elevated parts of poetry — bold and excursii 
flights of fancy— daring and original poetic 
fictions — new and beautiful similitudes stril 
ingly opposite, and happily illustrative — lum 
nous and exquisite descriptions, of persons, ar 
things, joined with a learned and accurate di 
play of sentiment, and character. — These we 
the charms, that captivated the discerning ai 
judicious VirgUf and led him, to imitate oi 
author so largely. — And are all these to be co 
^eopined, by one stroke of a dictatorial pen, 
the degrading station of a plebei^in mediocrit} 
«<-^I flatter myself, I fshall he able, to conviiM 
the leader of taste, that my. jcommendatLon • 
^oUanius is no exaggerated praise^ by a moi 
ietaifasd examination of bis beauties, in i\ 
QovxBecf the. dissertations and notes, which t 
will find "subjoined to the present translation. 
Another cause, which might have renderc 
the poem of ApoUonius caviar to the million 
may be found, by a particular reference of tl 
pBOuliarities of his manner to the period i 
tine when he wrote, and the revolutions, tb 
Tery soon succeeded the publication of the A 
genaufics. It was not long after the flourishir 
times, of that literary and munificent dynast 
of the Ptolemies y that the Roman eagle stoopei 
to grasp the world in her talons, and the R 

mui 
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mns swept the potentates, and establishmeotsi 
of Greece before them, and became all power- 
ful, and all in all, both for arts and arms. Pos- 
sest of universal empire, the Romans became at 
literary people. It was not surprising, then^ 
that where the Roman government prevailed, 
there also a tincture of Roman taste should 
predominate, and give the style and tone of 
fashion to the learned world. Wealth, power, 
and authority, all the means of rewarding me- 
rit, real or imaginary, were in their hands. 
The Romans were they, whose favour the inte- 
rested bad the chief inducements to cultivate; 
suid to please whonx^ the exertions of talent 
vera naturally directed. Is it strange, thepj 
that the prevailing taste should have taken « 
turn, in some degree, peculiarly and jmtionally 
Romany even among Gregks themselvea?-^— 
Now, it must be Qonfest, that, in the poem of 
dpoUoniuSj are some things calculated to ren-» 
der him uninteresting, or even tiresome, to a 
mere Roman reader, or a reader with the feeU 
ings and tastes o^ a Rovian; and these, per^ 
haps, the very particulars, which would have 
gone to the heart, and captivated the feelings 
of a Greeks reading with the propensities, the 
impressions, the partialities, and prejudices of 
a Greek J when and where all was Grecian.; 
when all he saw around him, concurred to jus^ 
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tify his partiality and pride. I mean here such 
passages, as I have already mentioned ; where 
the poGt enters into details of history, mytho- 
logy, and genealogy ; or alludes to religious 
rites, ceremonies, and mysteries, which he so 
frequently does C07i amove. These were topics^ 
highly grateful and engaging to his country- 
men, in their better days; but they could not 
expect to excite such a lively interest, when 
the power of Grecian empire, and the pride of 
Grecian spirit, were no more. 

Whatever may have been the cause, the fact 
is, that Apollonius Bhoditis has been more ne- 
glected, in times ancient and modern, than 
itiatiy of the meanest scribblers of antiquity. 
-And yet, the highest, and least equivocal tes- 
timony imaginable, has been borne to his ex- 
cellence, as a poet, by the most exquisite judge 
of antiquity, Virgil; and that more strongly, 
than by mere declarations, namely, by the fact 
of his having chosen him, as the model of his 
style, and versification; studied him with the 
most diligent attention; and imitated many 
parts of his poem, and incorporated them with 
his immortal jEneid. It is the noblest eulogy 
of our poet, that he was the favorite author of 
Virgil; and the many applauded passages, 
which are confessedly imitated from him, by 
the divine master of Latin song, are the best 

vindication 
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vindication of his genius, against the cold con- 
tempty with which he has been treated by the 
tvo great critics; who, in this solitary instance, 
seem to depart from the amiable candor, the 
just discernment, and suavity, natural to them* 

Nor is Virgil the only poet, who has bor- 
rowed from this storehouse of precious mate- 
rials. — ValeiHus Flaccus^ who has chosen die 
same subject, with Apolloniiis^ has trod very 
closely in his great predecessor's footsteps, and, 
when he has ventured to depart from them, his 
poem has been so much the worse. This writer 
has iQiitated the style and manner of Virgil^ 
^vith tolerable success ; but it must be confest, 
tliat the genius of Flacctis seldom soars, and 
that it never rises so much, as when it is invi- 
gorated, by the muse of Apollonius. It is a re- 
markable circumstance, which supports strongly 
the charge of wilful misrepresentation, that 
^tdntilian, who has depreciated Apdloniusj 
on the ground of mediocrity, mentions Valerius 
FlaccuSy the servile imitator of that Apollonius^ 
k terms of high respect. — Multum in Valeria 
Fkcco nuper amisimus. This must induce us, 
lo receive his censure of Apollonius wdth cau- 
tion. 

Other imitations of Apollonius may occasion- 
ally be pointed out, among the ancient writers, 
particularly in Ovid. Among the modems^ 

Milton 
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'Sfiltbn seems to have studied him, with p 
lialr care, and a marked predilection. A 
imitations of the Greek poet, and even a 
tions of his very expressions, and epithets 
t>e traced*, in the poetical writings, of tht 
mortal English bard. It shall be my busi 
in the course of the ensuing notes, to poin 
some of them to the attention of the readc 
shall also have occasion to remark, with 
care he studied the writers of the Alexana 
school. That the refined taste of the illust; 
Camoens was formed, on the model of 
Greek and Roman poets, and cultivated, b 
intimate acquaintance with them, is manife 
throughout the noble poem of the Liisiady w 
abounds in allusions to the Pagan mj thol 
and is enriched with a profusion of gn 
drawn from the ancient classics. To the i: 
of Apollonius Rhodius^ in particular, Can 
seems to have been no stranger. The sul 
of the Portuguese poem bears a striking re; 
blance, to that of the Argonautics ; and 
author, not only alludes to Argo and her d 
gods, but seems fond of drawing a conipa 
between the heroes of Portugal^ and thoi 
Thessaly, In his fine address to his king 
hastian^ he says — 

*^ Here view thine At^gonantsy in teas unknowi] 
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• 

hibe perusal of this work, the reader, who it 
well acquainted with Ctmwens^ will, I am peis- 
soaded; readily perceive, that the LusttamoM 
bard had the Greek perpetually in his ^iew; 
and that some of the most striking passages in 
the Lusiad, have be^i directly imitated from 
the Argonautics, 

These are iilustrious suffrages to the merit. of 
ApoUanms^ which I have cited. Yet, for a 
noment, supposing, contrary to the foot, that 
his work, where a production of inferior force^ 
and poetical merit, and even dry and tiresome^ 
in the perusal ; sdli it would be highly interest* 
ing ; and deserve the utmost regard and atten«- 
tion; as a most precious monument of antiquity; 
^ alluding to many points of ancient history, 
uow enveloped in obscurity, to many records 
nonr swallowed up, in the abyss of time. It 
^vould deserve to be studied, as a treasury of 
ancient customs, manners, and religious opi« 
nions, rites, and ceremonies; as presenting 
faithful pictures of the heroic times, and state 
of society : as reflecting lights on many pas- 
wges of Homer y and other ancient Chrek writ- 
ers; and affording a clue, to correct their text, 
or elucidate their meaning, it deserves, and 
must ever engage, the attention of the learned 
reader, — ApoUonius was in possession of all. the 
ifiarning, of a learned age. He had before 
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iiim, all the written monuments of antiquit 
which were then preserved entire, in the adn 
rable library o( Alexandria j to which -he h 
constant access. He had also the additior 
aid, of poetical, mythological, and historic 
tradition; which were handed down to hii 
with unimpaired force and fidelity. The 
views of society are so many materials for t 
history of the human mind, which we find 
the writings of poets: and, in this point of vie 
his poem deserves to be perused, with care ; n 
only by the poetical reader, the philologer, ai 
the antiquarian, but also by the historian, a: 
the moral philosopher; as giving interestii 
views of society, and pictures of human natui 
It may be asked, at first glance — what tr 
interest ought man to take, in the even 
which have so long ago past by him, on t 
wings of elapsed time ; and with which he I: 
not the most remote present connexion? — 
None, surely ; did they not furnish us with m 
terials, on which to build a part, of that m< 
delightful, and most useful species of scien( 
the knowledge of men. — To obtain this kno 
ledge, we should contemplate him, through 
the relations, of which he is capable; a 
through all the different attitudes, situatioi 
ai A characters, in which he may be place 
by his greater or lesser progress in civilizatic 
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bj his passions, the nature of his soul, and the 
pressure of external circumstances. — ^No occa- 
sion should be neglected, of considering man in 
the various periods ; — ^in that which precedes ci- 
vilization — ^in that of nascent civilization — and 
in that of civilization somewhat advanced, yet 
still far short of a perfect polish. — It is in such 
Tiews of man, that he may be seen and studied, 
most eflPectually, as he really is. — His mind is 
then energetic, as his frame. His thoughts and 
feelings are vigorous; and the expression of 
them imrestrained, he is then unsophisticated, 
^d truly himself. It is this consideration, that 
Tenders books of travels, particularly into coun- 
tries inhabited by savage tribes, particularly 
valuable, and amusing. Such views of society, 
as I have mentioned, are presented to us in the 
poems oi Homer, and of JpoUonius Jthadtus; 
and they have, for the moral philosopher, all 
the value of books of travels. 

To readers, who are thoroughly tinctured, 
with the study of classic literature, there is 
something wonderfully beautiful, and engaging, 
in the fine romantic fictions, of the Greek my- 
diology. Were it allowable for a writer, to 
speak to the reader, respecting his own tastes 
and propensities; I should say, that, for me, 
they have peculiar charms* They come over 
thfe inind, redolent of Joy, and youth, and 

B spring ^ 
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s^pinng; and united with a thousand collateral 
recommendations; from the many amiable 
ideasy with which they are associated ; and the 
many fond recollections, of long-lost happiness^ 
which afe excited by them. Independent of 
their intrinsic beauty, an acquaintance with 
them leads to the true and perfect understand- 
ing of the classic writers of antiquity; writers, 
which must ever be prized, while pure- and 
just taste prevails. ApoUonvus^ therefore, who 
abounds so much in mythological learning, de- 
serves to be studied, as a writ^, who reflects a 
general light, on the other Greek classics, since 
his work is a copious treasury, of fabulous his- 
tory, and Grecian myAology. It may also 
fairly be presumed, that his poem contains 
joaany allusions to the writings of antecedent 
poets, many imitations of .their most striking 
beauties. Thus, he may preserve some memo- 
rial of works, that have perished. 

The labours of the present translator have 
not been confined strictly to the poem of Apol^ 
hnius. He has endeavoured, together with this 
bright luminary of classic literature, to intro- 
duce his attending satellite, to the notice of the 
reader. It has been the fortune oi ApoUonius 
RhoditiSy to have been illustrated by a scho- 
liast, or rather scholiasts, of singular industry, 
aad learning; whose comments are in the 
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Ugliest estimation, ivith the classical reader. In 
fact, they possess a degree of character, supe- 
rior to that which marks the labours of the 
other Greek scholiasts; those of the learned 
EustathiuSy on Homer and DionysiuSy excepted. 
Nor is this praise capricious, or unmerited. 
They abound in a variety of curious matter — 
historical particulars, which are not to be found 
in any other writers — quotations from authors, 
whose works have wholly perished — and notices 
of others, whose names are preserved, in this 
record alone. On these accounts, the scholiasts 
on Apdlonius Bhodms form a most valuable re- 
pository; and probably supply the means, of 
correcting and explaining many passages in 
ancient authors. .Their expositions of the text 
of their original author are, in general, highly 
luminous, and satisfactory, and their remarks 
often show much taste. I have made copious 
extracts from these respectable annotators; and, 
in so doing, I hope I shall not be thought by 
the reader, to have swelled the ensuing notes, 
with unnecessary prolixity. 

Having said thus much, in vindication of the 
character and dignity of Apollonius ; I ' shall 
reserve any additional observations, which may 
have occurred on the subject; for the disser- 
tations, which the reader will find subjoined, 
in the progress of this work; and ptoc^^^, Vo 

B 2 ^;iN 
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say something respecting the labours of hi> pre- 
sent translator. The Greek scholia j on the 
Argonautics of ApolloniitSy as they now appear, 
are supposed to have been the joint work of 
three persons, LucUlus Tarraus, Sophocles^ 
and Theon, Since these grammarians wrote, 
our poet has not been much indebted to tlie 
labours of critics, editors, or translators. Prior 
to the publication of the editions of Shaw the 
Oxford editor, and ofBiiinky and Becky copies 
of this writer were rather scarce; and all the 
editions of him very exceptionable, and unsa- 
tisfactory. That of Halzlinusj in particular, 
which, however, is still sought, by some book 
collectors, to complete their sets of variorum 
classics, and, in consequence, bears a price, is 
universally exploded by the learned, as one of 
the most detestable, that ever disgraced an an- 
cient author. Nor has the Oxford editor, who 
is sufficiently severe on HtelzlinuSy much cause 
to boast of his services to ApoUonius. In fact, 
succeeding annotators have added little, to the 
copious and judicious e^ipositions, of the Greek 
scholia; except some cursory emendations of 
the text; among these Stephens has done the 
most. The latest edition of our poet, is that 
by the learned philologer Beck, It is much to 
be regretted, that he has so long delayed the 
puhYwaiion of the notes and illustrations, which 
should accompany the text and versvotv- \x. *\s 
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a particular mortification, to the present tran- 
slator, as be could have wished to consult every 
work, that might promise information, or tend 
lo throw any lights on his author. 
As to translations of our author, I shall not dwell 
particularly, on the prose Latin versions, which 
are not numerous. — The earliest metrical ver- 
sion, I can find, is that in Latin^ which JohnBap* 
tist PiuSf oi Bologna^ has given in heroic Latin 
measure, of the latter part of the Argonautics 
of jfpollonius. It is subjoined to the poem of 
Valerius Flaccus, which had been left imper- 
fect, by its author, or mutilated by time, by 
way of supplement ; and entitled Ninth and 
Tenth Books of Valerius FlaccuSy by Piusy ia 
his very rare edition of that poet, printed in 
the year 1519. The next metrical version, is 
a translation of the entire poem, into Latin 
hexameters, hy Valentine BotmaVj oi Saltsburg, 
which accompanies an edition of the original 
text oi ApolloniuSy with the Greek scholia an- 
nexed, published at BasU^ in the year 1572, ex 
officina Henrici Petrina, — I have not been able 
to discover any very early French or Italian 
translation of this author. Indeed, I am confi- 
dent, none such exists. In the English language, 
Dr. Broome y who was employed in traxislauw^ 
Piwurr,* many years ago, published a UawsYa- 

For Mr. Pofg. 
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tion of the loves of Medea, and the stor 

Talus. Mr. West has also presented us, 

one or two detached pieces, from the A 

nautics. Mr. Ekins has translated the 1 

hook of ApolloninSj with about two hun 

lines of the fourth. This version appeared 

small volume, in the year 1772, with the tit 

the loves of Medea and Jasoriy a poem in 1 

books, translated from the Greek of ApoB 

Rhodius. Two English translations in v 

of the' enfire work, appeared about tw 

years ago; and, what is rather singular, 

cisely at the same time: the one, by Mr 

'ivard Burnaby. Greeney and the other, wh 

more esteemed, though little better, begi 

Mr. FawkeSy who had before translated j 

critusy and, on his xleath, completed 

friend, who has not given his name to the 

lie. — Tliere are two modern Italian versit 

the first, by the well known Salvini, The 

translation of the Argonautics y is that by 

dinal Filangieriy an author well known, 1 

productions on ceconomic subjects, whic 

pearod at Rome — the first volume in the 

1791. It is printed, together with the or 

Greek text, in two volumes in q\iarto, wit 

title of V Argonaiitica di Apollonio Rhodu 

dotta ed illiistrata, — An ample preface, trc 

of the fable of the poem, and the desigi 
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scope of the autboi*, is prefixed. This translator, 
vhile lie aims at tot> scrupulous and exact fide- 
lity, and labours to render all the epithets of his 
author into Italian, becomes verbose and ener- 
vate; and smothers all the elegance of the ori- 
ginal, in a mass of words: It frequently hap- 
pens too, that he mistakes and perverts the 
sense of his author. There are short notes 
wbjoined, at the bottom of each page, and 
larger nq(es thrown together, at the end of 
each \io6k. In these letter, we are presented 
irith a confused and injudicious mass of good 
and bad — trite and reconiite.-^There is also a 
German version, in hexameter verse, by Jo, 
J^c.Bodmer, printed in octavo, Turici, n'79. 
--^tFabr.Thesau.aHarL Such are the marks 
of attention, which ApoUonius has hitherto re- 
ceived, from the literary world. 

I shall not presume to say, how the English 
translators of ApoUonius y who have gone before 
me, have succeeded in their task. It would ill 
become me, to »peak in degrading terms of 
those gentlemen, whose taste led them, to pre- 
cede me, in the meritorious province of endea- 
vouring to do justice to this delightful, and too 
much neglected writer. Their performances 
are before, the public; and it is the privilege 
of the public, to appreciate the laboars of 

writers. 
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writers. It may appear to many, that a new 
translation of an author, who has been twice 
translated, might well be spared — ^yet, in one 
point of view, I hope my attempt will appear 
allowable, and free from the imputation of va- 
nity. Whatever may be the demerits of the 
present translation; I flatter myself they will 
find indulgence and pardon from the candid 
reader; for the sake of the concomitants, of 
which this version is introductory. He will find 
large extracts from the Greek scholia, which 
deserve to be well known to the classical 
reader — a variety of hints, critical, historical, 
and explanatory, some few of them extracted 
from those oi FaxvkeSy ?LViA the Oxfqrd editor, 
but, for the most part, wholly new, of ^hich 
some may iiot be altogether unacceptable, even 
to those, who read ApolloniuSy in the original 

text. And, lastly, certain essays, which if 

they shall succeed in making the reader an ad- 
mirer of this dehghtful poet, they will have 
contributed to an act of justice. 

It is but fair, to apprize the reader, with 
respect to the translation, which I now, Mith 
much diffidence, offer to his hand; that he will 
find it, in general, rather paraphrastic than 
strict; in many places, more redundant than 
J cou}d wish. I must own, that I have endea- 
rouredj to follow rather l\ie sp\t\t, tWu V\\^ 
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letter of the original. But, I hope, I have not 
been unfaithful to the general sense, to the sub- 
stance of what the Greek text meant to say. — 
Shall I own it? — I sometimes had the vanity 
of aiming at another sort of translation — ^a kind 
of portrait translation : — a version, not of the 
matter merely, but of the style and manner of 
my original. How I may have succeeded in 
this— alas, I fear — I feel— but the reader, who 
is capable of comparing the version with the 
text, must judge for himself.— And, in judging, 
the test is, if the version reads, in English j 
like an original work. 

There are two opposite causes, which ren- 
der the task of translating Apollonhis Rhodius 

highly difficult. His excellencies, and his 

defects. — This writer possesses an uncommon 
iweetness of st^'le, a peculiar delicacy of lan- 
guage, a curious felicity of expression, an 
indescribable, inimitable grace, and a poLished 
simplicity, which cannot easil}' be transfused 
into a version, especially from the Greeks into 
a language so much its inferior, as the Eng- 
lish. With an elaborate polish of his diction 
and verse, he joins a richness of fancy, a co- 
piousness and facility of invention, which im- 
part an air of fluency and facility, to his writ- 
\jig, of which it is not easy for the ttatiAaXoT Xo 
exhibit an image. To many^ the com^^xvssow 
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may, perhaps, appear fanciful and far-fetcbed- 
but, in my mind, ApoUonhjus seems to bear a 
considerable degree of likeness to Ariosto. The 
same purity and beauty of stj'le and diction^ 
the same harmony of versification, the samb 
fertile invention, and abundant display of cir- 
cumstances, the same glowing tints of colour- 
ing, the same apposite force and picturesques 
beauty of epithet, metaphor, and simile, ap- 
pear in both. The faults of Apvllonms, toi 
which I allude, as rendering him diflScult o£ 
translation, are the fondness for the antique^ 
which I have already noticed, and a love o£ 
the picturesque, a propensity to graphic illus- 
tration, carried sometimes to excess, and pro- 
ducing too much minuteness of description ^ 
details, of too great exactness, and circum- 
stance. There are a variety of arts and manual 
operations, with their appurtenant technical 
terms, which, partly from the correspondent 
mechanical operations, in the present improved 
state of arts and sciences, being performed, in 
• a different manner, partly, from our not having 
the standard of common use to resort to, for 
an exposition of the writer's meaning, cannot 
easily be understood, even by tolerable Greek 
and Latin scholars. But, suppose this first 
dJjScuky removed ; ancient tetm^ of a.rt, even 
if they ten be made intelligible, c«mioX.\>^ xeii- 
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dered, with any degree of grace, into a modern* 
language, where the corresponding terms are 
debased into vulgarity, by low and familiar use. 
Many passages of this kind are to be found in 
Homer, They are frequent also in Apollonius 
Rhodius; particularly so, from the exactness 
which he affects, in describing every thing. 

Had I consulted my own judgment, I should 
have subjoined the notes incidental to my tran- 
slation, at the bottom of each page, as I went 
along. It was the old practice; and I have a 
great respect for old practices ; they are gene- 
rally reasonable, and founded in convenience. 
By stibjoining the notes, where notes are neces- 
sary, at the bottom of the page, much trouble 
is saved to the reader ; and the danger of much 
misapprehension avoided by the writer. How- 
ever, )he reigning taste of the present day, 
which seems to consider books, rather as things 
of ornament than use, as matters designed to 
please the eyes, rather than to inform the un- 
derstanding, has thought fit to consult the 
beauty of the page, at the expence of many 
more important considerations; and, with this 
view, has consigned the notes, to the end of 
the volume, or to a separate volume. This 
praictice is now so generally established, that 
it wou)d appear an ungracious affect^X^YOtv cS. 
mogularitjr, were I to contend f bv a i\s^o«\Su\<siv 



XXXIV THE translator's 



generally exploded. With the exception of a 
Tery few short ones, I have, therefore, con- 
signed the notes, to a separate station, in my 
second volume; according to the received form 
of book-making. 

Such is the outline of the present work. A 
consideration, which disposed the author, to 
employ himself in the present translation, may 
also induce some readers, to bestow a little 
time, on the perusal. This undertaking was 
commenced, in a season of gloom and turbu- 
lence, amidst a variety of alarming phantasms, 
and fearful apprehensions. The dismal pro- 
spect, has in some measure cleared up»; yet 
still the horizon of social sympathy is contract- 
ing iti^elf; and blackening into clouds, and 
heavy darkness. Happy is he, who can find 
within his closet a 4«mporary retreat, from the 
tumult, and the sorrows of the busy crowd; 
and lose himself in literary amusements, and 
unambitious cares. This is an innocent and 
moral resource, which does not banish feeling, 
. or unfit the mind for exertion ; it is a resource, 
which is not a satire, on the individual, who 
adopts it; or an insult, on the sufferings, and 
the apprehensions, of the many who suffer 
around him. The muses come, like divine 
comforters, to the restless couch of pain, pri- 
ratioDj and despondency. — "Not vj'ixix >3aa c\i- 
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trusive declamation of a vain philosophy; not, 
"With the stale professions of consolation, which 
ever fail of their end ; but with soothing varia- 
tions from painful and immediate cares, with 
welcome abstractions from importunate and 
besieging thoughts, with innocent resources, 
and alleviating arts, that insensibly steal us 
from ourselves. Hard indeed it is, to obtain 
that respite. The unpleasing sense of what we 
are, and what we may be, "will still recur. The 
patriotic feelings, that remind us we have a 
country, become sources of fear. All the dear 
surrounding pledges, which to the moral man, 
io times of perfect serenity, are sources of the 
wost pure and virtuous delight, in times of 
<loubt and dismay, are armed with ponyards, 
to stab the feeling heart. — ^But I know, that I 
shall too frequently have occasion to request 
the indulgence of my reader. — Let me not tres- 
pass on his patience, unnecessarily, and at the 
very threshold, by a querulous display of the 
feeUngs and forebodings of an individual. Many 
cannot understand me, and those who can, feel 
too much already. 

The reader, who expects to find, in the 
poem o( ApoUontuSj any authentic information, 
respecting the state of geography, when he 
wrote, or, to collect thence any true no^ce^ oi 
tie opinions of the ancients, in his time, otv vSae 
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bearings, distances, and situations, of countries 
then known ; will be much disappointed. The 
whole geographical system of the wandering! 
of the Argonauts^ is completely romantic an(! 
fictitious. The curious reader will find the fa- 
bulous geography of this expedition diligently 
explained, by a learned writer, named Schone- 
man; in a work entitled Commentatio de Geo- 
graphia Argonatitoruniy Gotting^Py 1788. — That 
elegant master of classic learning, Professor 
ffeynej has also glanced at this subject, in his 
excellent edition oi Apollodonis the Athenian. 
I have ventured to throw together a few reflec- 
tions on the same subject, which the reader will 
find in the form of an essay. 

As the exploits and travels of the Argonauts 
were a favourite subject, with the ancient 
poets; the reader may not be displeased, to 
see a short notice of the names of some of their 
writers, who either have preceded, or followed 
our author, in this high argument. The first 
place is unquestionably due to Orpheus ^ one of 
the first of poets ; who accompanied the heroic 
adventurers; was, like Ossian^ at once a war- 
rior, and a bard ; and sung and celebrated the 
exploits, and the dangers, in which he shared. 

Orpheus and Musietis were much older than 

'i ' ' ' ■ ' ■ 

* In four volumes, GotAngt^ il%i ^^ in'^v 
• Home' 
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Homer. But, the poem on the Aj^onauttc 
expedition, which still subsists, and bears the 
name of Orpheus; though it affects to speak iii 
the character of that most ancient bard ; though 
it always employs the first person ; and talks of 
the different transactions, that past in the course 
of the voyage, as if the writer had been an eye 
witness, the bard addressing himself occasionally 
^Mus^eus as his son ; is really of xi date, long 
subsequent to the Argonautic. enterprize, and 
even to the time of Homer ; and is kpown to be 
the work of an Athenian^ named Oriomdcritus, 
who lived about the sixtieth, or, according to 
ChnensAlexandrinuSf the fiftieth olympiad^ and 
was contemporary, with Pisistratus: No doubt 
can be entertained, however, of the existence 
rfsuch a person as Orpheus, UiisebiuSf in his 
Chronicoriy and Suidas inform us, that he lived 
before the Trojan war. Justin Martyr relates, 
that after he had composed his hymns, on the 
system of polytheism, he travelled into Egypt^ 
and, having learned the true worship of God, 
from the Hebrews^ composed a pklinode or re- 
cantation. It is certain too, that Musaus, to 
whom the account of the Argonautic voyage 
is inscribed, and whom Orpheus seems to ad- 
dress, as his son, is supposed by many, (as 
Pighius relates,) ^to have been no other than 

the 
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the prophet Moses, — See Argonautics of Or- 
pheuSj line 306. 

That Orpheus visited Egypty is confirmed by a 
passage in the beginning of the poem ascribed 
to him. 

Other writers, who have treated the same sub- 
. ject with ApolloniuSy are AntimachuSy in his 
work called Av^j — Cleon curiensisy from whom 
Asdepiades says Apollonius borrowed many 
things, and transplanted them into his poem. — 
Epirnenides — Ei(melhis of Corinth — Dionysius 
of Miletus y or Mitylene — Herodorus^ whom also 
Apollonius is said to have imitated, and who is 
frequently quoted, by the scholiast on our 
author — Hesiodj if he was really the author of 
the poem, which was entitled AKgimiu^ — Pi- 
sandery in a work entitled Theogonia heroica — - 
Pindar f also, has given a curious account of 
the Argonautic expedition, with some circum- 
stanced not mentioned elsewhere, in a long di- 
gression, which he has introduced in his fourth 
Pythic ode. — A Greek poem on the Argonautic 
expedition, is to be found, in the Opus Aureum 
of Michael Neander^ published Lips, 1588. — 
Smwnzdes the genealogist, ^ko tte*t^ this 
subject, as we are mloxm^Oi, 



\\. 
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It was not to be supposed^ that such a me- 
morable enterprize, which gave birth to a variety . 
of interesting and romantic events, should have 
failed of affording subjects to the tragic muse, 
which, as we find, borrowed so much from the 
transactions of the Theban and of the Trojan 
waw. Accordingly, it will appear, that among 
the dramas otJKschylusj extant or enumerated 

by ancient writers, are these A^^ xiwmvK 

—Argo^ or the roxoer — the Cabiri — the Lem^ 

mem and Hypsipyle exclusive of other 

wbjects. — Most decidedly, these dramas must 
have been founded, on circumstances related in 
the history of the Argonautic expedition. 
Euripides composed two plays, at least, on in- 
cidents arising in the course of the Argonautic 
expedition, or in consequence of it. — HypsipUe, 
^d Medea — the latter of which has been pre- 
served, and is among the most beautiful and af- 
fecting dramas of this pathetic writer. — Sophocles 
^0 wrote a play on an incident taken from this 

enterprize, called Lemntans, We have an 

epic poem, of considerable length, by Valerius 
HaccuSy a cotemporary of Quintilian^ on the 
subject of the Argonautic enterprize. — -This 
writer, who is by no means destitute of genius 
and talent, has not scorned to avail himself, as 
nauch as he could, of imparted aid, ftom tha 
Popts, who preceded him. In Vua stjX^ ^tA 
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diction, he has imitated Virgil^ and with some 
success. In the. particular incidents, as well as 
in the general plan of his poem, he has closely 
followed ApoUonius ; and imitated, indeed, I 
might almost say translated many passages, 
from bis Greek predecessor. Sometimes, how- 
ever, he had the vanity, to think of breaking a 
lajice with ApoUonius^ and of improving on bis 
great original ; and, perhaps, his poem is so 
much the wc^rse, for these attempts. For in- 
stance, Apollanius makes Acastus, the son of 
the jealous and insidious Pelias, full of all the 
fire and gallantry of ingenuous youth, frankly 
and freely, and contrary to the expectaticHi 
of the Argonauts, follow Jason, notwithstand- 
ing the enmity of hiii father to the young hero. 
This is a most engaging and interesting pic- 
ture. Valerius Flaccus deprives Acastus of 

the praise of generosity and courage, and de- 
grades the character of Jason, his hero, by an 
imputation of mean artifice, and deliberate ma- 
lice; for he makes the leader prevail on his 
companion to join him, by earnest solicitations, 
and, in some measure, to trepan him on board; 
and he ascribes the anxiety of Jason, to enrol 
Acastus among his followers, not to friendship, 
or a real wish for his assistance, so much, as to 
a principle of revenge and malice, a desire of 
wounding > the heart and paternal fe^slings of 

Pelias^ 
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Peliasy by drawing the son^ to share the dan- 
gers of the perilous voyage ordained by the 
father. 

Lucius Stilus, or AccitiSj an early JRoman 
tragic poet, produced a play, the subject of 
which was furnished by the Argenautic expei^ 
dition. — A fragment of this drama is preserved ; 
it is a speech, supposed to be spoken by a 8hep<^ 
herd, who first descried the ship Argo. 

— — " Tanta moles labitur 
^ Tremebunda ex alto, ingenu sonitu et spirita 
** Frss se andas volvit, vortices vi suscitat^ 
" Rttit prolapsa pelagus resper^t reflat 
" Ita dum interruptum credas oimbum'volvier 
'* Dam quid sublime ventis expulsum rapi 
*' Saxum aut procellis, vel globosos turbines 
^ Existere ictos undis copcursaotibus 
** ^^si quas terrestres strages coociet 
'* Ant forte Triton fiisciaa evertens specus 
** Sttbter radices penitus undanti in freto. 
** Molem ef {»-ofunclo saxeam ad coelum vomit.^ 

Ovid has introduced . this subject, in his Meta^ 
iftiorphoses; and written a tragedy on the story 
^i Medea, 

^ There is a long Italian epic poem, (wi the 
subject of the Argonautic expedition, which is 
entitled " La Giasoneide o sia la Conquista del 
" Velio d*Oro Poema Epico di died Cantic on 
•' le Annotazioni a ciascuno di ewi."— It is 
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written by VAbbate Ubaldo Man, and dedi- 
cated to the great Frederic of Prussia. The 

copy, which I have seen, was printed at Leg- 
horn, 1780; and, probably, there may never 
be another edition. The author has thought it 
necessary to prefix the following protest. 

Protesta, — ^^ Sono scherzi poetici soltanto, c 
** non sentimenti veri delP autore, Tespressioni 
'^ tutte di qnesto poema, tratte della teologia 
" de Paganir 

I owe the knowledge of this work, to my 
worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Cooper JVaJkcTf 
whose taste and attention to Italian literatuVe, 
are ^ot unknown to the public; and whose 
politeness and obliging temper are felt, and 
esteemed by all, who have the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. This author follows a course of 
his own, and has not much in common, with 
jipollonius or Valerius Flaccus. Had I not 
already trespassed so much on the patience of 
the reader, in this preface, I should be tempted 
to give an analysis of the strange poem in 
question. 

Exclusive of different modern plays, on the 
story oi Medea; and of mere historical works, 
in different languages; I believe, I have now 
enumerated all the different performances, 
to which a subject has been furnished by the 
voyages and adventures of the Argonauts, 
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Other particulars^ respecting this interesting 
theme, the writers, who have treated it, and 
ApoUonius RhodiuSj in particular ,~will be found, 
in the course of the Dissertations, and Notes, 
which accompany the present translation. And 
now that I am led to mention the notes, which 
form a part^of this work, I must entreat the 
indulgence of the candid reader, and beg leave 
to remind him, that it is not easy to hit the exact 
medium of the public taste, in the depaftment 
of notes. To many I shall appear, perhaps, to 
have darkened my author with illustration — ^to 
many, my notes may appear trite and unneces- 
sary — ^to many more, far-fetched and pedantic ; 
and both censures may, probably, be well- 
fcunded. The difficulty of satisfying all read- 
ers, and an anxiety to elucidate, as well as tny 
poor resources would allow me, the sense of 
iBy author, are all I can allege in my behalf. 
I have added two translations, which I hope 
^iU be acceptable to the reader — the first, of 
4e account, which Apollodorus the Athenian 
has left us, of the Argonautic expedition, which 
in most circumstances agrees with that of Apol^ 

hnius' the other, of the latter part of the 

^TgonaiUics of Orpheus. — I could have wished 
to have laid before the reader, a complete 
poetical version of the venerable legendary 
%ine, which is ascribed to one of the most- 
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ancient of bards, but I found I had already 
swelled my work to a formidable bulk ; and I 
was somewhat apprehensive, that I might have 
already surfeited the reader, with mythology 
and fable. 

It may be necessary, in this age of pompous 
publication, and typographical luxury and pa- 
rade, I will not call it elegance, to apologize 
to the public, for the humble and contracted 
form, in which I presume to lay my work be- 
fore it. — Certainly, I have to rest my claim to 
its attention, merely on the matter, which these 
volumes comprize, without resorting to the ad- 
ventitious merit, of presenting the admirers of 
fine printing, with a handsome library book. 
The reader may be assured, this proceeds nei- 

e 

ther from a confidence in myself; nor from a 
disregard of that tribunal, which it is the inte- 
rest, and the duty, of every author to conci- 
liate, if it is possible. But, simply from the 
circumstance, of my being obliged to publish 
these volumes,, at my own risque, and finding 
it expedient, on that account, to consult eco* 
nomy in my publication. 

I should gladly liave subjoined a copious 
index to this work, which should refer the 
reader, to every thing contained not only in 
Apollonius Rhodius himself, but also in the 
Notes and Dissertations. I am very sensible, 

of 
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« 

of the utility and value of indexes. I found, 
howevei;, that my work had already outgrown 
the bounds, and measure, I had originally pre- 
scribed to it; that it had swelled to a formi- 
dable size ; and, that if I were to add an index, 

f I must launch out into a fourth volume. -I 

. must throw myself on the indulgence of the 
I leader, and in treat him to excuse this omission, 
together with many other defects, which he 
will, no douht, find in the execution of the 
present laborious undertaking. 
I I now commit myself to the candour and 
\ indulgence of the reader; with an humble 
hope, that he wiU consider the length of the 
poem, which I Jhave attempted to translate ; 
K the difficulty, of making an ancient author read 
j Well, and naturally, in a modern version; and 
V. the variety of subjects, which I have presumed 
i4 to treat, in the course of the work which I offer 
A to him ; and, that if I have in any degree, or 
in any part succeeded ; if he any where finds 
either entertainment or information, although 
he may often be disappointed of both, that the 
partial success of the author will induce him 
to overlook a multitude of failures. 
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ERRATA 

IK THE FlUST VOLUME. 



Page Xf line 1 2, for founders read founder. 

Page X, line 1 3, for authors retid author. 

Page xll. line penult, for Cantic on read Cantl con. 



TRANSLATION.— BOOK I. 



P^ I5» line 399> for th' other read othen 
Page 51, line 17129 ybr steams read ^team. 



BOOK II. 



Page 789 line 4729 for warring read warnings 
Page 82, line 62 B, for their read the. 
Page 83, lin^ 65 1, for to r^fl^ no. 
Page 85, line 703, for Arssteus read Artstmu* 
Page 859 line 7229 same correction. 
Page 969 line 1091, for from read with. 
Page 1 1O9 line 15959 a comma after rising* 
Page 1 149 line 17 149 for eye read eyes« 



BOOK IlL 



Page 1339 line 47 3 » for oars read sails. 

Page 1539 iine ii93» for Persephone read Persephone. 

^age 1729 line i^6i^for standing read striding. 



BOOK IV. 



^agc 191, line 3839 for they read then. 

^age 2ii» line 10779 for the read that. 

^^ge 2129 line 1 1069 for beech read breach, 
^^ge 224> line 1/44, y5?r ample r^a J spacious. 
/V^e 226, line *i62Z, for wrethed read vrie.\JcVi^&< 

^gc 2S9f h'ae 206Z, for rustie readi rusuc. 
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—Petulance of Idas* — A quarrel. — The tumult 
composed by Orfhiutm — Adventurers clear out of the 
bay oi Pagata, — Prodigy.- The jirgo speaks. — ^The 
Gods look down on the Argonauts and their vessel. 
-—The nymphs appear on the tops of the hills to 
view this strange object* Chiron appears, with his 
vifet who bears the young Achilles in her arms, and 
shows him to Peleus,-^T\it Argonauts arrive at Lem* 

, I80X.— Episode of the Lemnian women. — HypstfltU^ 
their queen» holds a council. —- ^rjroii/^i/// invited 
ashore. — Mantle oi Jason described. — Artful speech 
of Hypslpile.'-^Hypsipile takes a pathetic leave of 
Joioiu — The Argonauts leave Lemnos. — Arrive at 
the Propontis. -^Thty are hospitably received by 
Cy%icus* -— Jamn^ with some of his companipnsi 
ascends mount Diudynms* — Hfreulesy with a small 

' party 19 left to take care of the ship. — They are at- 
tacked b)r the barbarians* but defeaf them. — The 
Argonauts set sail; but a.re driven back in the nighi 
by adverse winds. — Cy»lcus and his people mistake 

them for enemies. — A ii^iolent conflict ensues. 

Cyxicus slain. — His wife kills herself^ — Grief oil 
both parties. — Fuaeral rites of the prince. — Jasont 
by the direction of Mopsus^ repairs to mount Dindy 

muSf to propitiate Cyhele^ The winds become £1- 

vourable. — They reach Mysia^^ Hercules f plying his 
oar with too much force breaks it.-*— He goes ta look 
lor a new one, — meantime, Ifylass his favourite, it 

snatched away by the nymphs. Polyphemus bean 

the cries of the youth* and goes out, in hope of as- 
sisting him.— -He meets /^rr/«Zrx.-— They pursue the 
search together.— ^Meantime, the vessel sails away« 
-'^Argonauts discover their loss in the morning. 
Their grief and confosion-^-^Sorrow of Jasm*-'^'^ 
They wish jto return and %ttVL £oi.\)Ei^\isxQ^v — Ajm 

prcveijted by Calau viA Zctex*— -^^ ^^ ^dom 
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—He accuses Jason of haying left Hercules behind^ 
through tnvj.-^Glaucus appears from the waves, and 
foretels the fortunes of the ArgonauiSf and of Hercu» 
les and P<4yphemus* — Strife appeased. — Hercules and 
his friend continue their search for HylaSf but in 
vain. — The Argonauts arrive at Beirycia, the coun^ 
try oijimycus. 

Parent of sacred song, inform the rhymes. 

Record the glorious men of other times. 

Whose daring oars the vessel first impelPd, 

And thro* th* astdnish'd deeps their voyage held ; 

With search advent'rous on the Colchtan shore. 

To win the fleece replete with golden ore. 

For Peitasf with insidious dark command. 

To tasks of dang'rous daring urg'd the band. 

Th' obscure prediction wak'd his jealous hate. 

With doubtful warnings of untimely fate. lO 

" A youth unshod amid the crowd appears, 

* Cause of thy ruin, subject of thy fears."—— 

Object of terror accident supplied. 

To point suspicioqfs, that had wander'd wide. 

The hallow'd banquet was to Neptune giv'n, 

And all th' immortal habitants of Heav'n, 

Save one.-^With bold contempt, the wife of Jove 

Selected seem'd, th' irrev'rcnt slight to prove. 

To JunOf Goddess of Pelasgic ground, 

Nor vows are paid, nor pealing hymns resouAd. 20 

To join the festive rites, with eager haste, 

As youthful Jason o'er Anaurus past. 

His sandal swallow'd by th' impetuous flood, 

Unshod before the king the stripling stood. 

By superstition fill'd with dire alarms. 

He dooms th' imagined foe, to mortal harms; 

To toils unknown, amid the billows' roar; 

And endless woDd'rings on a distant sYxoit. 

B 2 
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Tis suftg, that Argus^ by Minerva taught. 
The first of ships, a wonderous fabric, wrought* 
With added memory, let the muse unfold. 
What lives recorded, thro* the years of old, 
The aames and lineage of the godlike train. 
Their weary wand'rings o'er the trackless main ; 
Illustrious Spirits, prov'd from clime to clime. 
In deeds, that reach the heights of fame sublime. 
Presiding muses, of historic song. 
Recount the leaders o/ the daring throng. 
A bard divine the braye associates led, 
Whoae tuneful soul the thirst of glory fed. 
Sweet Orpheus^ by the parent ipuse inspired ; 
A youth of Thrace her heav'nly bosom fir'd. 
Near Pimple* s tow' ring rock to him she bore 
The mighty master of poetic lore. 
The massy stones his magic song obey'd. 
The torrents in their headlong fall were stay'd. 
Pieria's beeches heard- the measures flow, 
And left their mountain for the vale below. 
There, list'ning captives of his tuneful hand. 
In order rang'd the green memorials stand. 
Him, warn'd by Chiron^ ^son's noble heir. 
To join his labours and partake his care, 
Call'd from Pierian where he reign'd secure ; 
And glory's charms the martial bard allure. 
Next came Asterion^ from Comefes sprung ; 
With whirlpools boiling, and with woods o'erhung, 
Where rolls Apldanus^ in torrent force. 
And bids Enipeus join his swelling course. 
The youthful hero left his native bow'rs. 
Where cloath'd in shades the tall Phylleium tow'rs. 
Then, lur'd by fame to fly where danger calls, 
Brave Polyphemus quits Larusa^t walls. 
No stranger he to hardy feat of arms; 
His early youth was giv'n to rude alarms. 
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When Centaurs bravM the. Lapttha to fight ; 
But creeping age had now relax'd his might. 
Yet still the undaunted fire of youth remain'dy 

And mental energy the frame sustained. 

Nor Phylaccy with all the charms of home, 

Forbade the gallant Iphiclus to roam. 70 

Atuch'd to kindred, and alive to fame, 

To share his nephew's glorious toils he came. 

Affection's band the God of marriage tied^ 

For JEsotCs sister was his youthful bride. 

From Pherm^ rich in many a snowy flock. 

Where beacon-like the Chalcbdonian rockj 

With head sublime o'erlooks the subject plain. 

Its chief, Adnutus^ joins th' advent'rous train. 

The sons of Hermes^ skiil'd in many a wile. 

In warfare nurtur'd, and enrich'd by spoil, 80 

From Alopty at golden hope's command, 

Echion joins, with Euryttu^ the band. 

Them the fair daughter of Menatius bore ; 

THieir brother shares their journey to the shore, 

EtbaUdeSf whom a Thessahan dame, 

The beauteous offspring of a stealthy fiame. 

Bore to the winged messenger of Jove^ 

Amphrysus^ banks were witness of their love. 

From wealthy Gyrton with the band ei^oU'd, 

Coronus came, in martial prowess bold. 90 

Yet scarce be reach'd his father's warlike name. 

Undaunted Ctneus^ darling child of fame. 

When Centaur hosts that matchless chief assail'd, ^ 

O'er crowding foes his single might prevail'd. 

Dire was the conflict, horrible their ire, 

Unmov'd, intrepid, scorning to retire, 

With mind unbroken, and unwearied hand«« 

Hurling deBdoce the fierce warrior stands*. 
The baMed foes resort to missive vrar^ 
I12J £U the groamjog air with we\g|tvt» ftom to^ ^^^ 
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The darted pine, and oak's eoormoos trunk; 
O'erwhelm'd but uDsabdned the warrior sunk. 
Next Mcpitu camey of Titarestan liney 
Supremely skili'd to read the will divine 
In voice and flight of tribes that wing the sky. 
For Pbehus gave the powers of augury. . 
Poiydamas attractive glory leads» 
Where Xenias wide his stagnant mirror spreads. 
The son of Ctimenus renown'd of yore ; 
The father's name his native city bore. i lo 

Then Actor ^ends his young Memattut forth» 
From noble chiefs to learn heroic worth* 
With him were join'd, companions brave and yoixngt 
. Eurytton bold and Erihota strong. 
His birth to Tele$tt Erihoies ow'd. 
Old Actwr^s bloody a generous carreoti flow'd 
To warm EuryUmC^ breast, with dawning fire. 
For, sprung from Actor^ Irut was his sire. 
Gilem came, intrqiid in the field, 
Swift in pursuit, when flying squadrons yield* i;tft 
And hapless Canthut from Euhma came. 
His sire Canetbus fann'd th' adventurous flame. 
In evil hour — ^for, to return no more 
He roam'd with Jason firom his native shore. 
Ordain 'd to perish on a distant land, 
With Mopsus wand'ring o'er the Libyan strand* 
O wretched man, how transient is thy breath. 
Inevitably doom'd to pain and death ! 
On Lybia^s burning sands their tombs remain, 
A scene, far distant firom their native plain, 130 

As the gay seats of Phebus* dawning light, 
From the pale preciifcts of. approaching night. 
Clytius and Iphitus the call^obey, 
A.Dd leave JEchaUa their pateru^ vii^y^ 
The seat of Eurytus^ whom Pl)€l»« Um^X. 
To bead the bow, with aim \mtiua^ 6»?^^x^ 
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RekDtkss man» with impious rage he burn*d» 

And gifts divine against the donor tumM. 

The sons of JEacus augment the band. 

Not jointly they, nor from a common land. 140 

By conscious terrors from Mgma driven 9 

They fled the vengeful wrath of earth and heaven. 

Thro' fell mischance, in flow'r of youthful pridct 

Beneath their hands their brother Phocus died. 

Th' Athenian isle* bold Telamon possesty 

Iq Tbie PeUus found a place of rest. 

The valiant Bufes from Cecrofiaf came, 

Brave Tekon^s offspring. With congenial flame 

Phalartu joinM him, skilful at the speart 

Child of his age, to hoary Men dear. 150 

Mo selfish thoughts the father's mind engagei 

The sole support of his declining age 

He sends, the pride of weary life's decline, 

With noble chiefs, in hardy deeds to shine. 

Bot TheseuSf who in glorious acts excelPd 

^tcthetu^ sons, no more the light beheld. 

Victim of friendship, in the Stygian gloom 

He monm'd in chains his lov'd companion's doom. 

Rented chance, for Jason* t daring host 

A mighty succour by his absence lost! i6o 

^^ son of 'j^jrniojy from the Thespian plain, 

No mean assistant, Tiphys join'd the train, 

^ttprcmely skill'd, with prescient eye to mark 

^e perils, that await the lab'ring bark, 

'^Ijen howling tempests shall the billows sweep, 

^d wat'ry mountains rise amid the deep. 



Tr » 



* ^aAuR^.— — So Homer: 

^ax from Salamis twelve vessels brought. 

And ranged his troops where the Athenians fought. 

f Attica* 
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The solar path-«-and the presaging star.-— 

Minerva led him to the band from far; 

The band receive him, with a shout of joy> 

And soon their toib bis wond'rous gifts employ. 

Alector^s son inspir'd h^^P alias wrought. 

And fi'am'd the vessel, as the Goddess taught.-— 

Divinely form'd, that first of ships surpast 

All vessels, that have ploughed the briny waste.— 

Possest of all that mortals can desire, 

Chear'd with the love" of his Letusan * sire, 

From Arathyrea wealthy PbUas came. 

For glory touch'd him with her sacred flame. 

He left his mansion, where Asopus flows. 

To share in perils, and encounter wues. 

Two Argive youths increase the gallant throngs 

The daring Talaus, and Arcitu strong, 

With stout Laodoctu^ whom Pero bore. 

Daughter of Neleus^ and the cause of yore, 

That brave Melamftu mix'd in deeds of spoil^ 

Source of his danger, object of his toil. 

Nor mighty Hercules the call declin'd. 

While glory's charms inflam'd the daring mind. 

Soon as he heard (for the report was loud) 

The purposed voyage, and th* assembled croud, 

When late he left ArcaiBa*s wild domain, 

And past to Argosy seat of Lynceus* reign. 

He bore the savage from the tangled brakes, 

Lampeeta^s\ woods, and Erymanthian lakes. 

Mysan^^s forests trembled at the view. 

When to the ground the captive boar he threw. 

Spontaneous he augments the glorious band, 

Kor seeks a licence from Eurystheus^ hand. 

* Bacchus^ 

t Lampeehf a mountain of ArcaJia^ from wl 
ib^ river Erymanfius flows. 
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^^ith him Went Hylas in the bloom of youth, 

'Who felt with ardour, an4 repaid with truth, 200 

( Goard of his quiver, hearer of his bow,) 

-All the fond cares his roaster * could bestow* 

Then Nauplius came, of ancient Danaui line, 

A mortal mother, and a sire divine. 

From •him,t whose trident shakes the solid earth 
AxA Amymone^ Nauplius took his birth* 
From him we find th' heroic race extend, 
-And Pratuif JLemus^ Nauplius descend. 
The last on Clytonaus life bestow'd. 
To him his being younger Nauplius ow'd. 210 

A gallant spirit, dauntless Idtnon came. 
Of Argives last, but not the least in fame, 
^or, skills in augury, he read his doom, 
And sought, with heart resolv'd, th' untimely tomb* * 
Reputed son of jihas^ but his sire 
The God of day be stow M prophetic fire, 
^hat burning entrails teach be bade him read^ 
What signs from voice and flight of birds-proceed, 
^rom Sparta next, the bold attempt to share, . i 

^ioKan Leila[iends th* illustrious pair, -220 

Pollux f in combats of the cestus crown'd, ; 

And Castor^ for the. manag'd steed renown'd, 
^car as the pledges of declining age, 
I^arlings and toys, that closing life engage, . . , 

A double birth from Tyndarus and Jove^ 
ft"oduce of mortal and immortal love. 
No woman's fears, that feeble minds enthrall, . ; ; 

No weak desfpondence would the youths recall; . ,»;: 
^° Jove confiding, and the valiant heart, 
^^e sees, without a sigh, her sons depart, 230 

^hine offspring, Apharetus^ Lynceus h^Adi 
And haughty Idas^ next their names eoroll'd. 



-^^ 
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Artne^ sends them.— Wond'roiis was the pow'r 

Bestow'd on Lynctm at his natal hour. 

His darted glance» so fable sings, could pierce ' 

The darkling centre of this uniTCrse.— 

Next, Ptrydtmenw^ to join the train, 

First-born of Neleus, quits the PyHan plain. 

Hini ocean's god endow'd with boundless mightf 

And, not less useful in the deadly fight, a^i 

He gave him powV, amid the hurtling storm. 

To chuse his shape, and wish away his form. 

Amphidamas and Cepheus left the seat 

Of rural pleasures, for the warlike feat, 

Arcadia^ blest abode of shepherd loves, 

Apheidas' happy realm, and Tf^ffl'if grores. 

The young Anc£ut % on their steps attends. 

The gallant- boy his sire Lyeurgus «ends. 

Sprung from one father, the paternal tie 

Bids him entrust them with his progeny fl$o 

He too had followed, but their drooping sire, 

The hoary Aleus checks the fond desire. 

In early manhood beaoteously severe. 

Clad in the spoils of the M£naTtan\\ bear. 

Intrepid boy, Ancaus joins the band. 

And shakes a battle-ax with nervous hand $ 

For aged Aleut full of fond alarms 

Witli pious artifice conceaPd his arms. 

Augeat came, to whom the fabled lay 

Gave for a sire th' illustrious God of day* 260 

He rul'd in ETu with imperial pride. 

For vast his wealth, and his dominions wide, 

^•^^ ^^imm^^^ II I iw ■ ■» ■■ ■ II ■■ M !■ I M !■■ I ■ ■ M Ml I w ^ m i i ■» ■ ■■ ^^^m^^^^w^^im^^^^— ^.^^— ^— — ^— ^— ^^ — ^^* 

mmmmmm^ i i ■ i \ m %x ^ %* % i i -^i^^^^— — — — — i— g— ^— — ^a— 

* A city of Peloponnesus near Pylut. 
'\ Tegea^ a city of Arcadia, 
$ There were two of the name in the expedidotu 
jf ManaluSf a moaniam oi ilrcotUa^ ^^x^ Ha\ ^!^ 
a city o£ (he jame oarage. 
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Moch he desir'd to reach the Colchlan ahoref 

And meet ^tes^ who the sceptre bore. 

Two gallant sons from Hypmrtims sprangy 

Asterhu and An^bknf bold and yoang, 

ifchaian striplings, £nom PtJkne^ came* 

The citjT bore thek gnii^dsire FeU^ name. 

Its walls he raised beneath th' o'crhaoging steep 

ViHiere towering cli£& prodect the ^at^ deep. 2'JC 

The son of Neptune by a mortal dame 

From Tsuanu the swift Emfimmi came. 

^mropa fair from 7«rjraf 'claimed her birtht 

From TUyoi doomM to pangs in depths of earthy 

*rhis beauteoos ofispring die to Neptune gave, 

Endow'd with swiftness from the kindred wavet 

O'er rapid waters, o'er the hoary deep 

'Swift, swift as winds the steps aerial sweep» 

Nor dipt their traces in the watry vast* 

As scarcely felt the humid path he past. 280 

Two other chiefs, that birth from Neptune drew 

Gave added lustre to the noble crew: 

Tar-fam'd Miietus bold Ergons sent» 

His steps from Sam^s fierce Ancmu benty 

Far from Parthenlam Imhroiue he rov'd, 

And hallow'd banks by virgin yuno\ lov'd, 

Both trained in warfare, skilful both to guide^ 

The bb'ring vessel thro* the foamy tide. 

From Calydon Mnidei join'd the throng. 

Bold Meleager darling of the song. 290 

To check* the sallies of presumptuous youth, 

To guide his paths in fortitude and truth, 

* Pdlene^ a city of Acb^a* Pailene^ a city of Ar» 

t Frequented by Juno before her marriage with 
Jupiter. 
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A father's cares with him Laoeoon send 
Mature in age, the parent and the friendy 
For jEneut* sire, by roving fancy led* 
Had calPd a menial female to his bed» 
Yet, though connected by a spurious tte^ 
Fondly he ?iewM hb brother's progeny* 
To manly feats his dawning youth he trained ; 
And longer had th' illustrious boy remained. 
Formed by such precepts, his expanded fame 
Had reach'd the glories of Alcida* name* 
The son of Tbcitias^ Ipblclusf was there, 
Skill'd in the dart, and combats of the spear, 
Ahhea^s brother, ties of kindred join'd, 
And more effectual the congenial mind, 
To bid him chuse, through danger and renown. 
To make the youth's eventful lot his own. 
Next Palamoniiu caught the generous fire, 
0/enian * Lemtu was the hero's sire. 
Reputed sire — to Fulcan Iwrth he ow'd— 
His halting gait the genuine father showM. 
That blemish in his form might malice find. 
None, in his actions, and his godlike mind. 
From Phocisf dear to the prophetic God,f 
Seats where bis grandsire Ornytut abode. 
The youthful son ofNauholut appeared. 
Where fame and Jason the bright banners rear'dj 
Bold Iphltusj whom ties of kindred mind • 
And/l:^nds religious with the hero join'd 5 
For a|^his hospitable board, the bowl, 
And genial rites had pledg'd the mutual soul. 
When JEsofCt son repaired to Delphi^ shrine. 
Guide of his course, to learn the will divine ; 



* Oknui was a place in Ach^ta. 

t Apolloi on account of tlie oracle of Delphi. 

1 
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Calais and Zetei^ the wing*d brothers camey 

Offspring of Boreatf by a mortal dame. 

Amid her equals, as the beauteous maid» 

Erectheuj* daughter, Orithyia play'd. 

The stormy god beheld with wild desire ; 

Far from her native land and weeping sire, 339 

Far from her lov'd CecrofmU sunny hills, . 

Flow'rs of Hymettus^ cool I/ysstu* rills, > 

The shrieking maid the tyrant lover bore. 

To Tbrgcian wilds, where winds eternal roar. 

Where drifted soows overwhelm the distant plains, 

And winter scowls, and desolation reigns. 

Where rifted rocks, in frightful crags arise. 

And foggy damps involve th' inclement skies. 

Around his bride impervious clouds he spread^ 

And mists and vapours were their nuptial bed* 340 

An airy pinion from each heel displayed 

0*er their light footsteps cast a plumy shade, 

Sky-tinctur'd pinions, wond'rous to behold 

Transparent plumage all bedro*pt with gold; 

And on their shoulders mantling broad behind 

Their raven tresses wanton'd with the wind* 

Nor did Acastus fill'd with youthful fire 

l^artake the feelings of his jealous sire, 

^at different passions, difF'rent aims engage 

^od ardent youth, and cold malignant age! 350 

The sire, for Jason spreads the mortal snare, 

^e son resolves his enterprize to share. 

Charm'd with the subjects of a father's hate, 

*^c loves their dangers, and pursues their fate. 

^ast Argusy priest of Pallas^ quits the fene 

^f wisdom's goddess, for the stormy main. 

These bold companions Jdson rous'd to fame, » 
^e region call'd them by one common name, 
T^* adventurous MiNViE; for o£ Minyas' blood, 
^« chief, in numbers, and in proweSiS *xo^ ^^ 
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Mtnyasy whose daughters) id illustrious linci 
Were wives and parents of a race divine. 
Nor did thy ehanns or progeny disgraeey 
Fair CfymetUf the glories of that race* 
JileimeJe surpast her mother's charms* 
Apd yason fillM her fond maternal arms. 

Now had their daT«s prepared with cardnl hzvA, 
For ease and safety of th' advent'rous band* 
Whate'er in ships is hoarded, for the train 
That purpose weary wanderings o'er the main. 570 
Then, through the streets, with calm undaunted pace, 
In solemn order, mov'd the godlike race, 
And sought the strand renowned in future fame^ 
Mt^netian Pagtum^ illustrious name. 
They past, distiaguisi 'd, through the black'ning crowd, 
l^ike stars resplendent 'mid the dusky cloud. 
Emotions mingled — wonder — pity — love. 
Fill the spectators, as the heroes move. 
As the big tear stood trembling in each eye, 
One would indignant to his neighbour cry, 580 

** Ye Gods, what demon PeUas* heart can sway, 
** And bid him chace heroic worth away? 
^ Oh blindly tyrannous the lust of gain, 
** That dooms to banishment this gallant train, 
** The prime and flow'r of universal Greece^ 
^ Thro' savage climes to seek the fatal ikeoe ! 
•* —Yet, safely may the glorious band return, 
** Proud of the fleecy gold in triumph borne ! 
** The treasure freely let £etes yield, 
*^ Or force extort it, in the sanguine field; 390 

** Let flames devouring on his palace prey, 
•* While our brave Greeks pursue their joyful way! 
•* But no — the prospect lowrs— a dismal gloom*- 
** Unfruitful labours, and a wat'ry tomb."— 
Meantime, the softer sex, with hands and eyes 
Vprais'df implor'd each native of die skies. 
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*' On ev'iy youthful head a bdesstng said, 

** And grant their wand'rings a propidoos end!^-^ 

Then each to th' other taming would complain. 

As passion dictated the mournful straio.-^^- 400 

** What sorrows sad Jllcmede awaiti 

** What sudden clouds o'ercast her shiabg £ite ! 

*^ And hapless ^/mi— better had the gloom 

^ Of death unconscious borne thee to the tombf 

^ Than childless, hopeless in thy life's decline, 

^* To think ^le^Nuring— such a son was mine-^ 

" Pbryxiu^ why wert thou presery'd, to weep 

^ A ttster whelm'd beneath the stormy deep? 

^ tbftt the fleece, portentous cause of woe, 

'' Had sunk for ever in the depths below, 410 

** Nor bestial organs inauspicious found, 

** The force articulate of human sound* 

^ Henoe, hence, Alcmeek^ thy bitter tears, 

* The sorrows hence, that aged JEion bears*'' 

The first appearance of the godUke crew 

Soch |daiats as these from many a female drew. 

RoQod the domestics male and female crowd*^ 

They gaz'd a partbg look-"«diey wept aloud.^— 

'^ notber^came, transfixed with sorrow's dart, 

She ck^M her son— she strain'd him to her heart* 

^crwhelm'd with sorrows, and in life's decay, 421 

SoDk on his couch the wretd\ed father lay* 

lo many a fold he wrapt his aged head. 

^^tence loathing, from the light he fled; 

And sought from ev'ry eye to veil the grief 

Too big for tears, impatient ^ relief. 

^s parent's anguish pious Jasim chear'd; 
^pe fiU'd his words, and on his brow appeared* 
^omid his neck while yet his parents hung, 
^^ calls for armour to th' attendant throng, 430 

^H* attendant throng his radiant arms prepaccj 
^th 4ow9(ift ir^ 10 aikflfiC Qf despw* . 
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As first around him her white arms she threw; 
His mother dasp'd him stilL— The briny dew 
Moisten'd his cheek— -for like a girl she weeps. 
When to her old indulgent nurse she creeps 
Neglected) hdpless> full of infant fear 
Aw'd by a cruel step-dame's brow severe. 
Victim of tyranny, she drags on life 
The mark of stern reproach and endless strife, 440 
Despairing, with a weight of woes opprest, 
Scarce her heart flutters in her little breast. 
Tears and short sobbings burst to her relief, 
A solace scarce indulg'd by timid grief. 
Round that sole friend her little arms are spread. 
That aged bosom hides her little head. 
Thus, with affection fill'd, and soft alarms. 
Around her son the mother throws her arms. 
And, oh what piteous sounds her griefs impart. 
Close as she strains him, to her throbbing heart! 450 
" Ah wretched, had I sought the shades below, 
** When Peiias* tongue announced the doom of woe ! 
*' Then, had my soul escapM this deadly wound, 
** Then, had my cares a long oblivion found. 
** My spirit from those arms had sought the skies. 
** Those darling hands had clos'd my swimming eyes. 
** Funereal rites thy precious love had paid, 
** And filial, duty sooth'd my parted shade ; 
** Sole tribute I could claim from him I lov'd, 
** Where hourly acts thy gratitude had prov'd; 460 
** Sole testimony that remained thine own, 
** All other proofs already have been shown. 
** I feel them here a sad delight impart.— 
*• They live — ^they throb — they flutter at my heart.-* 
** My hope, my pride, by thee thy mother claims 
^ Reverence and wonder from the Grecian dames. 
^' Now like a menial in my pa\ac^ Wx.» 
'* Weak, and despU'dt o£ my ifi^«AC\Qt t^^ 
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" I brood o'er blessings that no more are miney 
" And waste in tears my weary life's decline. 470 
" My hopes, my joys, were plac'd in thee alone^ 
^ Since nuptial J^uno loos'd my virgin zone^ 
" And first and last for thee the goddess came, 
^ Soy'ran of pangs, that give the mother's name. 
" In one completely blest,, I ne'er repin'd, 
" That Heav'n to one a mother's cares confin'd. 
" My ev'ry wish you claim'd entire and whole^ 
" And left no void within a mother's soul. 
*' fatal change of unsuspected dread, 479 

" Not ev'n in dreams foreshown ! — when Phryxut fled, 
" Could prescience, from his passage o'er the wave» 
" Trace the wild pangs, that bid the mother rave,'* 
-"Meantimcji her female train in cadence mourn. 
Sigh, as she sighs, add tear for tear return. 
Her son with words of soft condo^ng pow'r, 
Calm'd the distraction of the parting hour, 
-"" Ah why this heart with sad forebodings thrill? , 
'' Can tears and cries avert the destin'd ill? 
" Grief thus indulg'd but aggravates the woe, 
^ Inevitable doom of man below. 490 

" Dark, doubtfid ills besiege our wretched kind. 
" Shrink not from suff'rings by the Gods assiga'd-— . 
" Upward to Pallas look for ai4 divine. 
" Recall those oracles, from Pbehus* shrine, 
" Fair and propitious. — View the gallant train, 
" That wait to join my wand'rings o'er the main* 
" Let these thy heart with confidence inspire. 
" Hence with the virgins of thy train retire, 
** Conceal thy grief at home. — Forbear to glide, j, 
' A bird ill-oraen'd, as we seek the tid^-— 500 

" The menial band shall farewel duties pay. 
And speed the vessel on her wat'ry way." 
*^Re ceas'd, and rushing from the door in haste, 
. With grace majestic to the harbour pa»t« 
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Thusy from his fancy where fragrant yapours play 

In curling cloudsy descends the God of day. 

Delos he seeks^ or ClanUf lov'd retreat* 

Or hallow'd Delphi^ hb prophetic seat; 

Or views delighted Lyeian Xantbus rolPd 

Thro' spacious meadowsi and o'er sands of gold. 5 10 

Such Jason past along. — Th' admiring crowd. 

Pursued his steps with acclamations loud. 

An aged priestess from Diana^t shrine. 

Guardian of cities, meets the youth divine, ^ 

Jpbku rever'd ; with pious lips she prest 

The hero's hand, and accents had addrest 

Of solemn import, but the hurried throng 

Rash'd like a flood, and swept the yovth along. 

in the rude conflict from each other t^ 

The priestess and the youth were diverse boroc» 530 

Stunn'd by the shcA^k, unaided by the train. 

Feebly she sunk, half-leanbg o'er the plain. 

Now, Jason passing to the shore had trac'd 

The crottded streets with lofty structures graced: 

His comrades there, attendant on the strand, 

III order rang'd beside their vessel stand* 

A deep attention thro' their ranks prevail'd; 

He paus'd— lie stood— *and shouts his presence haiPd. 

-—But distant bow Aeastus they descry'd 

The city leaving, Argus at his side. 530 

As to the shore, ' with eager steps they prest. 

Wonder and joy pervaded every breast ; 

And all applaud, while scorning PeFtas* wrath, 

Advent'rous virtue guides their glorious path, 

Descending to his feet, of sable hue, 

A bull's large hide the valiant Argus threw, 

0*er his broad shoulders. — His companion wears 

A splendid mantle. — In the web appears, 

(The gift, the labour of a sister's hand,) 

How well her art the shuttle could command. 540 
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-From questions multiplied the chief* forbore 9 
bid bade themf join th' assembly on the shore. 
>n the fiirPd sails, and masts, that lay around, 
^oroipodious seats the throng'd assembly found, 
i^th courteous act, his gentle words confest, 
the public care, that reign'd within his breast. 

^ All preparations for the wat'ry way, 
" That ships require^ or sailors can delay, 
^ Are DOW complete, a single pause prevailst 
" Till winds propitious fill the swelling sails. 550 

" One course, my friends, and common toils we know* 
** May guardian Crods a joint return bestow ! 
^ —Elect a chieff this olject to secure ; 
** And be the i^oice from selfish motives pure. 
^ Let him, who boasts superior worth preside, 
^ Aod peace or war wkh steady councils guide." 

Heceas'd — inftinctivc all, without debatCi 
t^'d on the c^ntrCf where Aleidti sate, 
4ifirith 9D€ tongue^, utiammous the band^ \^^ ^'* 
hnm that bono, with supreme conmiand. 560 

In Tain — for firom bis seat the godlike man 
iiis nght band wav'd, and to the crowd began. 
^ Let none adorn me* with a leader's namet 
f I win not trench upon another's farne^- 
^ Qorious it is to lead snch gallant throngs, 
^ I see to whom that honoured task belongs. 
* The palm another has deserv'd to bear; 
*^ I will not wear it, nor shall rivals wear. 
** The man, whose summons calls us to the miin, 
** Is justly chief of this adventurous train." 570 

Thus hcy with innate nobleness of mind, 
And gen'rous pride, the proflPer'd rank declin'df 
Peals of apj^ause th' assenting crowd bestows. 
Ag^in, with heart elate bold Jaton rose.— 

* yasM* f jicoitw and ^rgvi. 
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Id jgraceful aCty as he the crowd addrest, 
Joy flush'd his cheek> and brighten'd on his crest. 
'< O may my conduct justify the choice. 
That gives this honour'd trnst, by public voice. 
— My first command — no more delay — prepare. 
>— Let pious rites of sacrifice and pray'r 5I 

The God of day propitiate. — Then provide 
A plenteous banquet, near the vessel's side. 
The care on me devolves, to find the beast. 
Worthy to' bleed for sacrifice, and feast. 
But while my servants, that the stalls attend, 
Selected from the herds the fairest send ; 
Launch we the ship;^ embark the warlike stores, 
And mark- by lot the stations at our oars. 
Then raise an altar near the foamy tides, 
To him,* that o'er th* embarking train presides. 5| 
Who yields to mariners his timely aid, 
To whom the vows on winding shores are paid. 
Safe on her course, our vessel he shall send, 
"Guide with his counsels, and from storms defend. 
And won by pray'rs to happy issue bring 
Our dang'rous conflict with the Colchian king." 
He spake, and to th' appointed labour flew. 
And all th' example of their chief pursue. 
They rose» and cast their garments in a heap, 
On a broad rock unmoisten'd by the deep, 6 

Save when the tempests, that in winter rave. 
O'er the dark summits dash'd the briny wave. 
As Argui bids, with force conjoin'd they urge 
The groaning vessel, to the swelling surge. 
Well twisted ropes around her side they past. 
Where pins of iron held the timbers fast, 
*"""" I - . ■ 1- .1 

* Phebus Embcuttu^ so called from a Greek wo 
^MLt 5igaifies to embark* 
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'aining bark in her descent to guide, 
Kp her steady in the rolling tide, 
deep and spacious, opening from the land, 
the ship they dig away the sand^ 6lO 

the bark lay disunt on the shore, 
!ar the main it deepened more and more, 
;radual slope, and in the trench they laid 
polish'd rollers, the descent to aid. 
ted thus the ship inclining stood, \ 

*d with sliding march to gain the flood. 
) the banks, th' inverted oars they place, 
iqg o'er the ship a cubit's space, 
ill'd between alternate stood the band, 
'd with force conjoin'd of breast and hand. 620 
the vessel station'd, to direct 
I'd in time, and powerful in eflfect, 
joint exertions, Tiphys sate on high ; 
ave the signal, with commanding cry.-— 
the task with force incumbent close, 
rnmbent force the yielding vessel knows, 
h with feet iafix'd, and lab'nng breast 
ight applied, and on the vessel pfest, 
its her bedded seat, and moves along, 
uts symphonious of the rushing throng. 630 
St slow-gliding mass the rollers feel, 
udly creak beneath the ponderous keel. 
ist in slble volumes rose around, 
npling footsteps shook the solid ground. 
:n now the vessel, with augmenting force, 
ach'd the sea, they checked her headlong course, 
ackward effort. — Then, their oars they brac'd, 
ich suspended in its station plac'd.— 
aasts and stores the vessel they supply, 
mvas destin'd soon to flout the breezy sky. 640 
r had their active diligence on board 
e provision for a yoyzgt stor'dL 
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When perfect readiaess confest thdr cares 

Th' impartial lot the rowers plac'd in pairs. 

But great AkUes^ without lot, possest 

A chosen seat distinguishM from the rest. 

Him to the central place the heroes call» 

VTvCti strong Anceui^ sent firom Tegtas walL 

A kbdred impulse in the general mind 

To Tiphyt hand the guiding helm assign'd. i^ 

N0W9 for an altar they collect the stone 
Worn by the billowsy and with moss o'ergrown. 
A structure rude was soon to Phehus rear'd> 
Guardian of mariners, on shores reverM. 
Their arid boughs the neighboring olives lend* 
To bid the pyre of sacrifice ascend. 
Yrom jfason^s stalls the herdsmen now arrive; 
Two chosen steers for sacrifice they drive. 
These the more youdxful of the gallant crew* 
Reluctant* bellowing, toward the altar drew. 660 
Others the bowl and salted cakes prepare. — 
To guardian Phebust Jason breath 'd the pray'r. 

*^ Hear me, bright sov'ran of diurnal flame* 
<< From PagM£t and walls * that bear the name 
*• Of my lov'd sire, thy promised aid impart^ 
*• Thy sacred oracles sustain my heart, 
** Assur'd, in perils* of a guide and friend* 
^* Assur'd* in wand'rings, of a glorious end.'-- 
" Oh thou, whose influence, with prophetic force* 
*^ Supreme impels us in this untried course ; 670 

<< Fulfil thy word, and o'er that course preside; 
** My lov'd companions* and their vessel guide ; 
*< In CokhoSf let them win the precious fleece ; 
** Then safe return them to the shores of Greece.^* 
** For ev'ry youth that gains his native land* 
<' A sacred steer sh^ at thine altar stand. 



* jEfonis, a dty o( Majnemv «> ^aSkR^^Sxw &111J 
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'< In Delphi shall ay TOtive gifb remain^ 

** My gifts 10 Deki grace thine honour'd fane* 

** Thb for the future. — Now» propitious pow^fy 

^ Receive these ofPrings of the parting hour. 680 

^ Ere from the shore they loose the stately bark 

** These youthful heroes with thy favour mark* 

** Let prosperous omeiis» at thy word, prevail; 

'* And winds propitious fill the spreading saiL 

These pious pray'rs and adorations past. 
The salted meal was on the victims cast^ 
The toilsome part of sacrificial rite, 
A task, that needs superior nerves and might. 
Was proud Ancmus^ and Alctdei* care.- 
With^garb succinct, they for the work prepare. ■ ■■ 
Hii ponderous club Alctdet wields — the blow, 691 

Aim'd at the forehead, laid the victim low» 
Collaps'd, and motionless upon the sand 
He shows the prowess of that matchless hand* 
Todieei Ancstu^ his companion bends; 
A brazen aK upon his neck descends. 
Thro' the strong tendons past the gory wound. 
His horns, in falling, plough the solid ground* 
Th' attendants slay the beasts, and strip the hide. 
The limbs they sever, and the flesh divide; 700 

The thighs, allotted to the heav nly race. 
Involve in fat, and on the altar place. 
They Ught the hallow'd flame ; aloft it tow'rs. 
The son of Mstm the libation pours, 
Sweet^melling stream, unmix'd and sparkling wine.— 
Propidous omen firom the pow'rs divine. 
The prophet Idmon sees the blaze ascend, 
Aad wreathing smoke it's purple volumes bend. 
The desunies came rushing o'er his thought; 
And thus he utter'd, what Apollo taught. — 7 IQ 

«< ....^E^ttlt, my pliant friends, the fates ordaia 
^ A safe rctuni, from- waod'iintgii o'er the insdn. 
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^* Exulting shall ye bear the golden fleece^ 
** Exulting tread the happy plains of Greece. 
** But 'tis decreed) you must your paths explore, 
** Thro' toils unnumberM, 'ere you gain that shore. 
*' And dangers multiplied, by doom of fate; 
** And equal labours your return await. 
** Severer lot to me, my fates assjgn ; 
« Untimely death on AM/ plain is mine. ^Z0 

«< No sudden auguries this warning send, 
** Long have I learn'd to contemplate my end. 
** But, be it so — I hail, th* illustrious doom, 
** And welcome glory, with th' untimely tomb. 
He ceas'd. — Astonishment the hearers fill'd; 
And mingled joy and grief their bosoms thrill'd. 
While noble IdmorCs early fate they mourn. 
With joy they feel the promised safe return. — 
His noontide station when the sun had past. 
And the tall rocks a lengthen 'd shadow cast. 730 

Along the sands, beside the hoary deep 
Abundant leaves, a silvan couch, they heap. 
There, while from toil, the godlike band repose. 
The viands are prepared, the goblet flows. 
The copious jars of generous wine abound. 
And sport, and laugh, and gay discourse go round. 
While youth and health expand the gladden'd heart, 
The graceful trifling food and wine impart. 
Careless effusions of the soul elate. 
From bitter taunt remov'd, and loud debate. 740 

But Jason shar'd not in the general mirth. 
Gloom seisM his brow, at deep reflection's birth. 
Much he revolv'd the perils of the way. 
The doubtful wanderings, that before him lay. — 
Him Idas marking, loudly thus assails. 
^' Whzt counsel, Jason^ in thy mind prevails? 

'' W/17 from thy friends t\ve UVTO^^>rr^o^^ V\^0. 

*^ Does chiJJiDg fear vathm tVi^ bt^^^x. ^^^^^« 
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** Ao impulse vile that womankind controllsy 
" Or worse than women — men with female souls. 750 
" I swear to thee, on this impetuous spear, 
" By which renown in fields of blood I bear, 
" Source of my fame, as object of my love, 
** More sure protection than the pow*r of yove, 
" No fatal dangers shall impede thy course, 
No labours prove superior to thy force ; ' 
** The' godhead should attempt thine aims to foil, 
" Since Idas joins thee from Aren^t soil." 

With radiant eyes the glorious dawn advanced. 
And o'er the crags of lofty Pelion glaocM. 830 

In the smooth swell propitious breezes lave 
Their sportive wings, and gently curl the wave. 
Then, Tiphys rousing calls along the shores 
^ Embark, my gallant friends, and man your 

oars.'* 
*^Loud as he calls, the winding shores resound. 
The gulph of Pagasds rebellows round : 
But speech portentous soon impelPd the crowds 
"The vessel spoke with human voice enddwM; 
^or ?aUat had endos- d within its frame, 
The vocal wood,* that from Dodona came. 840 

"^e heroes spring on board, and crouding find 
"The stations at their oars by lot assign'd. 
Trained to the task they lay their arms aside, . 
And all prepare to sweep the sounding tide* - : . ■* 
^nc£ttt occupied the central post, 
-^^^4 near him, in himself an host. ■ '< •.• .^ 

'^He dread <^ monsters, and misfortune-s aid, 
^^ mighty club was near the hero laid. 
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* The osdcs in the wood of Dodona were gifted with 
^ power of speech, and uttered oracles. 
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The laboring keel confest the god-like freight* 

And deeper plung'dy and groanM beneath his weight. 

The cables now within the ship they drew, 851 

And o'er the waves their last libations threw. 

The shores retire in mist, the hills recede. 

Then, o'er his native roof, and parent mead. 

An eager parting look as Jason gave 

He swell'd the breeze with sighsi with tears he swell'd 

the wave. 
The nervous rowers, like some youthful choir. 
That dance in cadence round the mystic fire, 
{In Delphi^ and Orlygta the divine, 
And where thy silver streams, Itmenus^ shine, ^60 
Their nimble feet, in cadence, to the sound 
Of lyre and voices, lightly beat the ground;) 
While Orpheus thro' the vocal strings explores 
The soul of music, ply th' harmonious oars. 
At ev'ry stroke, in foam the brine arose. 
The hoarse wave murmurs, as the vessel goes. 
As rising on their oars, the vigorous throng 
Plough thef dark waves, the vessel shoots along. 
Their polish'd arms repel the -dazzling beam. 
And o'er the waters dart a fiery gleam. 870 

Behind the sliip an hoary track succeeds, 
As pathways whiten thro' the verdant meads. 
That signal day, from all th' abodes on high, 
The blest immortals cast a wond'ring eye ; 
And saw the vessel, with her god-like crew. 
Thro' paths untried the glorious course pursue. 
On PelMs heights, and ev'ry summit stood 
Th' assembled nymphs of mountain, dale, and woo^* 
They gaz'd entranc'd— amazement and delight 
jPossest their souls, at the stupendous sight, ^^^ 

The fabric of /tonian Pal/as* hand 
Mov'd o'er the deep, by that heroic band. 
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And he,* whom Philltra to Saturn bore, 

From steepy mountains seeks the sounding shore. 

Where the white breakers o'er the pebbles rave, 

Amid the foam advancing through the wave. 

With hands uprais'd, he haiPd the parting train, 

*' Safe may ye sail, and safe your homes regain.'^ 

Near him his consort Charlclo appears, 

The young Achilles in her arms she bears. 890 

And holds him forward, as the vessel ilies 

With one last look to glad a father's eyes. 

And now the winding shores and harbours past. 
They boldly launch into the wat'ry vast. 
The prudent Tjphys o'er their course presides; 
^he polish 'd helm with skilful hand he guides. 
Now, in its station the tall mast they plac'd. 
On either hand with well-strain 'd cordage brac'd. 
While, to the topmast as they raise the sail. 
The breezes whistling thro' the shrouds prevail. ^900 
White floating on the wind the canvas flew. 
The shrouds thro' puUies to the deck they drew. 
Now, smoothly gliding o'er the liquid plain, 
Tttgan diSs they pass, and DtatCt fane. — 
In measur'd descant Orpheus touch'd the wires, 
To strain melodious, that the place inspires. 
•^Thee, tutelary n\aid, the poet sung. 
Thee, jirtemlsy from Jove eternal sprung. 
*^-" Benign, to guide the vessel on her way, 
** Marine lolchos owns thy radiant sway."— 910 

The fish, enamour'd of tlie strains divine, 
l^ose from the depths, exulting on the brine, 
t)f various form and size, the finny droves 
Obedient follow, where the vessel moves. 



* The centaur Chiron^ to whom the education of 

^cbUUs was entrusted. ■ 

c 2 
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As flocks annumber'dy when the shepherd leads^ 

Satiate with food» forsake the dewy meads. 

He steps before them, 'till their cotes they gain^ 

His shrilly pipe resounds an artless strain 

Of rustic sweetness, — with resistless charm. 

Thy music, Orfheus^ led the scaly swarm. 910 

Loud and propitious sang the rising wind. 
Dark sinks Pelasgia*s* fertile shores behind. 
Now rushing onward in their rapid flight. 
They pass the steeps of PeRon^s rocky height; 
And Sepias i at whose foot the billows rave. 
Steals from the prospect, mingling with the wave. 
By sea-girt Sciathus their course they steer. 
In view remote Ptresia*t towers appear* . 
Magnesia, rising o'er the beach serene. 
The tomb of Dolops, and the sheltered scene. 930 

—Now ev'ning earner and adverse winds with evCi 
The troubled deep the toil-worn sailors leave. 
Admonish'd by the place, and evening's gloom. 
They paid due ho n ours f at the hero's tomb. 
Such vows were offer' d, such libations shed. 
Such victims slain, as suit the parted dead. 
The mounting billows with the tempest roar. 
Two days they shunn'd its fury on the shore. 
On the third morn, they push the ship from lands 
And to the breeze their ample sails expand. 940 

And still the name of ApheU prevails, j: 
To mark the place where Argo spread her suls. 
Now in their course they MeHhea past, 
A rocky shore, vex'd by the raging blast. 

-■ _ - ' 

* For some short account of the various places men- 
tioned in this and the following lines, see the notes in 
pf the second volume. 

f At the tomb of Dolops. 

): From a Greek word, jiphtemL 
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At dawn of day, inr prospect near they sweep, 

By Homole projecting o'er the deep, 

Ere Jong the mouth of Amyrus to gain. 

That blends his crystal waters with the main* 

Now full in view of deep ravines they glide. 

And steepy rocks, that break the swelling tide, 950 

Indented deep, where clouds on Otta low'r, 

Aod doth'd in woods Olympian summits tow'r. 

Borne by the winds all night, their course they bend. 

Where slopbg wide PaUeru^j sides descend. 

By Canastr^um^s cliff they wing their way. 

And now conspicuous with the dawning ray. 

His sutely head,^the mighty Athot shows, 

Umely tow'ring o'er the Tbracian snows. 

Such space, as vessels well equipt may run, 

Twixt rising mora and the meridian sun, 960 

To Vykmffs^ isle from Athos lies outspread. 

Tet such the height of his majestic head. 

O'er Lemnos the gigantic shadow falls. 

And casts a gloom within Myrine^s-f walls. 

Thro' the long day, till shades of ev'ning fell. 

The winds httw fresh th' expanded sails to swell. 

The dying breeze, with sinking day light fails. 

Then loosely fluttering hung their idle sails. 

With energy penew*d, they ply their oars; 

And soon they gain the rocky Lemnian shores. 970 

Rough as the rocks, relentless as the flood, 
The guilty natives drench'd the soil in blood. 
—Nor yet unpunished. — Scarcely had the sun 
Odc annual journey through the zodiac run, 
^^ jealous rage had arm'd the female band, 
^ crusk'd the males beneath their murd'rous hand* 

* JLemnot* 

f A dty o£ L<mnos. 
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Despis'd, rejected, from their homes expcll'd, 

The place of love desire of vengeance held. 

For when their husbands had from war return'dy 

Their savage breasts with flame illicit burned : 989 

The captive fair the captors had enchaia'd; 

(Nor prudence wam'd^ nor decency restrained.) 

From ravag'd Thrace they came, with weeping charsu» 

Ah soon to perish in their lover's arms! 

Her name dishonour'd, and h«r rites withheld^ 

Indignant Venus to the deed impell'd* 

— O wretched women, blind with jealous rage \ 

Against your husbands deadly war ye wage. 

—Nor husbands only, — all the sex mast bleed; 

Lest the sutvivocs should avenge the deed.. 990 

The young Hjpsiplle alone confest 

The voice of nature pleading in her breast* 

Amtd the Moody deeds of frantic ire,. 

With pious care she sav'd her hoary sirc^ 

Thoasy who long the Lemntan sceptre bore. 

Conceal'd she sends him from the guilty shore. 

His aged limbs within a cofiPer laid, 

With art she hid him, and with art conveyed ^ 

If haply he might scape. — JEnea^s strand 

Yields him a refuge, from the cruel band. IQOO 

The vine-claft island bore that ancient name,* 

From fisher tribes its modern title came. 

For when Stclnus the possession gain'd,. 

lt*s owner's name the subject soil retained* 

Birth to the naiad nymph Sie'mus ow'd^ 

And thro* his veins the blood of Thoas flow'd. 

To feed their flocks, the brazen arms to wield,. 
To tjwne with ploughshares the reluctant field> 
— For such pursuits the jima::,ontan fair 
Desert the subjects of their former care, io\C 



From the Greek word Oinw ^i^mt^uk^ V\ti^% 
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md scorn the works,- that Pallas taught, of old, 

*o wing the shuttle, or the distaff hold. 

ct still, with anxioiur gloom and throbbing heart 

>'er the broad main a watchful glance they dart. 

Jarm'd they see th' approaching sail appear, 

Lnd think the Thraclans arm*d for vengeance near* 

Tiey rush in armour from Myrinet walls, 

Lnd crowd the strand where seeming danger calls. 

Vith frantic rage and terror fill'd they go, 

^ike bacchanals, to meet th' imagin'd foe. iC2a 

'{ypitpilc assum'd her father's arro^;, 

ind led the van, terrific in her charms. 

lut none resource or energy possest; 

'ear chained the tongue, and palsy'd every breast. — 

Vliile these on shore some dread event attend, 

The chiefs from sea their peaceful envoys send* 

Ithattdes the herald swift of pace, 

West by his father with persuasive grace, 

lelected organ of their joint desire, 

kars the caduceus of his heav'niy sire.f iC3a 

>trange powers to him that sire indulgent gave, 

>upenor rising o'er th' unconscious gjravd. 

^ond'roQs exemption from the common doom* 

3f parted spirits, in the Stygian gfoom, 

i¥hen first he sought th' irremeable bounds, 

Fo reach the seats that Acheron surrounds^ 

Dblivious death reverM the parted shade^ 

That half despis'd, and half his stroke obey'd. 

By stated compact, half resign'd to night,. 

And half releas'd, returning to the light. 104a 

But wherefore thro' the fabled legends ruo^ 

That ancient bards relate of Hermes* son.— 
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With soothing speech the Lemnlan queen he drevy> 

To grant a landing to the warlike crew. 

They leave their vessel^ at th' approach of night» 

Nor loose their cables with returning light. 

For loud and adverse howlM the northern blast.— . 

Meantime, the Lemnlan dames to council haste. 

Such was the purport of their queen's -command; 

And thro' the city croud th' observant band.— 1040 

Frequent and full they sate. Their sov' reign rose;* 

And from her lips this exhortation flows: 

^* Friend*;, let us with a bounteous hand assigo» 
*' Copious provisions, and heart-chearing winei 
*' Gifts, that the sea-worn mariner desires, 
'' To bend these strangers to what need requires* 
'' Their quick departure, where their voyage calls | 
** At least their stay without the city walls. 
** Lest here, with scrutinizing search, they know 
** Our tale of guilt, of weakness, and of woe— 1050 
" Dire was our act; aud they thro* ev'ry clime 
*' May waft the story of our monstrous crime. 
— << Then, who can tell what hostile thought! may breed, 
^ Within their minds, horn knowledge of the deed? 
— •* Ye hear my thoughts.— If any can reveal 
** Counsels more suited to the common weal j 
" We give them audience, with attentive ear. 
•* For 'tis the scope of our assemblage here. 
She ceas'd—and to the marble throne retir'd. 
Seat of her sire — With eloquence inspir'd, 1060 

Her nurse Pglyxo rose, an aged form, 
With wrinkles charg'd, and blanch'd with many astotm* 
Her limbs decrepit faiPd beneath her weight, . 
A faithful staff supports their trembling freight. 
Two blooming virgins at her side attend, _ 
SyTovc and Venm never taugjit to bend. 
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la tlic pride of youtb> and wildly fiur» 

:efttl ringlets wavM their golden hur. 

(^ith his weary yoke her shoulders bow'd* 

ircely rear'd her head amid the crowd. lofo 

iQs she spake. » 

Yes — as our queen commands^ 

we donations to the stranger bands; 
better course.-— And now, my friendsy decide 
t firm resolves your future lives shall guide. — 
Id fierce invasion burst» from hostile ThnnCf 
ther foes among the manly race, 

many an inroad we may justly fear,) 

now we find a sudden fcMrce is Jbere.— * 

should the Gods avert the present doom ; ic8o 
t wars and sufiPrings threat the years to come ! 
seniors soon shall quit this mortal stage, 
young desponding sink to childless age. 

shall ye, then, maintain tlie martial strife? 
0W> ye wretches, find the means of life ? 

the ^low ox spontaneous till the soil, 
ne the yoke, and in the furrow toil? 
l^en your fields the golden ears display, 

oxen rea^, and to tl^ bams convey? 

QC — tho' fates forbear to cut my thread, 1090 

shrink abhorrent from this hoary head, 

in the next revolving year, I trust, 

I limbs shall mingle with their kindred dust. 

; I shall sleep, interrVi by pious hands, 

'scape the perils* that await these lands. 

luch I feel, £ox those of greener age; 

)resent crisis should th^ir thoughts engage. 

ct it not. Improved by timely skill, 

Dgs you refuge frem impending ill. 

! strangers in your causie with gifts comV2WfiA\ 

houses grant, and settlements assig^'^— ^'v^\ 

«5 
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She ceas'd-^her sentence from th' assembly drtwf 
Tumultuous burstSf and murmurs of applause. 
'Midst the confusion, with a placid mien. 
And graceful action, rose the youthful queen» 
" —If such a wish pervades the general mind; . 
** Our envoy soon the stranger band may find." 
She spake — and turning to th' attendant maid. 
That near her stood, '* Iphtno'i haste, (she said) 
•* Where the tall vessel on the billow rides» 1 1 W 

*' The chieftain seek, that o'er the band presides; 
** For this abode let him exchange the main; 
" And hear my voice the general wish explain. 
'< And let his band, if peaceful minds they bear, . 
** Our mansions enter, and partake our chear." 
— ^The assembly then disroist, her home she sought, 
Jpbinoe hasted ; as the mandate taught. 
And soon the Mmya greets. — The band explore* 
What motive urg*d her to the sea-beat shore. 
Prompt she replied — " A princess young and fair, 
** Daughter' of Thoar^ bids me thus repair, ilti 

** Eager to speak the wishes of the land, 
** Thro* me she greets the leader of this band ; 
*' And calls the train, if peaceful minds they bear, 
•* To seek our mansion, and partake our cheat." 
She ceased'— a message in such soothing words. 
With every bosom of the throng accords. 
They deem'd, that Tboas^ to his fathers gone^ 
Had left this heiress of a peaceful throne, i '^ «»*.- 
Child of his age. — Of all suspicion clear, i f 30 

The crimes of Lemnos had not reached their ear. 
They bid their chief obey the welcome call. 
Prepared themselves to seek Myrine's wall. 

T'he chief a mantle o*er his shoulders cast. 
A clasp retained the pui^le texture fast. 
The cJsLSp and web Itonum Polliw %vi^. 
Work of her hands, and>wotti:v^ oi\3a^>wvi% 
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When Argo^t keel she fortn'd, to cleave the brine ; 

And shap'd her timbers with the rule and line.' 

Of scarlet die, more dazzling to behold, 1140 

Than orient suns, that dawn in. ruddy gold^ 

The central red, a purple border grac'd. 

Where skill divine had many a figure trac'd. — 

Bent o*er th' immortal task the Cyclop stand. 

And forge the boIts> that arm the thunderer's hand. 

Beneath their toil th' almighty weapon grew, 

£?'n now, it lightened with effulgence blue. 

Imperfect yet the work of heavenly ire. 

One fork it wanted of devouring fire. 

They raised their hands, the glowing mass they ply^d. 

And flaming sparkles flash'd on ev'ry side — 1151 

Ampbion there, and Zethus^ whom, of yore, 

Antiope beside Asopus* bore. 

Were both pourtray 'd 5 and, Thebes without a wall, 

Ere stones assembled, at the poet's f call. 

The walls uprear'd by toil fraternal grow. 

Huge rocky fragments from the mountain's brpw- 

The xvAtT Zethus on bis shoulder bears ; 

The nervous youth, in toiling act appears. 

A double portion mild Amphion brought. 1 160 

Bat not by force the mighty work he wrought. 

His golden lyre and melting voice combine; 

ITie rocks obedient feel the sounds divine. — 

With floating, tresses there was beauty's queen. 

And in her hand the shield of Mars was seen. 

Prom her left shoulder wav*d the flowing vest; 

And show'd her iv'ry arm, and snowy breast.. 

While the bright buckler, that the Goddess held, 

A faithful' image of her charms repell'd. — 

There were deep pastures graz'd by many a drovc,f 

And Hostile bands for the possession strove. 1 1 7 1 

"SSSSSSSSSS .... I ■■> l i I II II ii » » 

♦ A nycT of Greece. \ ^m^bton« ' 



3G THE ARGONAUTICS. 

From Teiehoan Taphtansy men of sppil, . 
AlectryotCs sops embattled guard the soil. 
These would defend, and those obuin the prize. 
And streaming blood the field of combat dies* 
Superior numbers quell'd the rustic band. 
And swept the plunder of the ravaged land,— 
Two chariots there contended o*er the plgbs. 
And Pelopt guides the first, and shakes the reins. 
Hippodamia by his side was plac'4; ^l8o 

And Myrtilus with eager fury cbac*d j 
In act to strike, the spear JEnomaus held. 
And now in thought, through Pelop't back impell'd. 
The axle crashes, faithless to its trust, 
And leaves their vengeance prostrate in the dusU-^ 
There Phehut, yet a stripling, rose to view, 
'Gainst impious Thyos, as the bow he drew, 
A monster, nourish'd by the fruitful earth, 
From ^ove and JElare he took his birth, 
Matur'd in bulk within her deepest cave, 1 190 

A second birth, with pangs immense she gave, . 
His furious hands were on Latona laid. 
But soon her o£&pring lent his timely aid. 
-^The Goddess by her radiapt locks he drew. 
The bow resounded, the sharp arrow flew.—* 
Jolctan Pbryxus seem*d to breathe, to hear 
The voice portentous, with astonish'd ear. 
And there the ram, pourtray*d with equal skill. 
In act of speaking seemM, and vocal still. 
Nature so true, decepuon so complete, 120P 

The gazer's eye could scarce detect the cheat. 
He listens, with attention most profound. 
And waits and waits, to catch the flying sound. 
— Such Pallas^ gift. — A lance the hero shook; , 
Pois'd by his strength, no narrow range it took. 
Ffom loAy Manaius, that mounuin hoar, 
A pkdge of fnendship— Jxt xiie.^c9i^ti>aw^» 
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From Atahnt^t Rur^l scenes among. 
The chief she met; and sought to join his t^rpog; 
But he forbade^ le$t beauty's magic sway laio 

O'er youthful raindsi should w^e intestine fray« 

Now» jfason seeks the city, beaming bright^ 
As that re^Jendeot star, that darts his light^ 
At close of d^yi the messenger of love. 
With throbbing breast the virgin sees hin^ movei 
Blest harbinger qf Hymctd nuptial blaze* 
To gild the bridal rpof, with festive rays. 
Xake her own blushes^ sweet she sees him n^e, 
Vrith happiest auguries to glad her eyes, 
"Fo tell her that the youth shall soon appear* I? 20 

Hope of her heart* ye^ object of her fe^r, 
^^hom stern necessity top long detains^ 
Indignant of de|ay» on distant plains* 
X^rd of her wishes* for whos^e longing arms^ 
Parental care reserves her virgin chgrms.-r- 
l^has Jasan mov'd* like a celestial light* 
7o joyful crowds so welcome and so bright.; 
Tumultuous at the city gates they throng. 
AA^ith downcast eyes the hero moves along. 
£ager delight among the crowd prevailed* 1 430 

And cries of joy the graceful stranger hail'd. 
He reached the palace of the royal maid*^ 
llie folding g^tes th' attendants wide display'd. 
"He gates with skill the builder had disposed ; 
-And poUshM bolts the pervious passage clos'd. 
Swift through the porch her guest Iphinoe Itd^ 
And placM him* where a splendid couch was spread. 
^ttU opposite w;^ set the youthful queen* 
Her glowing chfseks* s^nd her disorder'd mien* 
^ctray'd th' emotions pf her throbUng breast. 1240 
With soothing speech the stranger she addrest. 
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** Sayy stranger, to this shore what motive calls? 
** Why would ye linger thus without our walls? 
" Beneath our roofs no hostile greetings fear. 
" The feebler sex alone inhabits here. 
** Far far remote are all the manly race, 
*« And now they plough the fertile lands of Thracf.-^ 
*' Attend, and hear my faithful' tongue disclose, 
«* Without disguise, the story of our woes. 
*' My sire was Tboas^ when he rulM this land, 1250 
** The Lemnians musterM an invading band. 
** In ships to Thrace they crost the mounding main, 
*' Despoil'd the dwellings, and laid waste the plain. 
** Returning home, more priz'd than all the spoil, 
^* They bore the maidens of the ravag'd soil. 
** Foe to this land, the queen of soft alarms 
'* Inspired a purpose fraught with deadly harms. 
^ Their youthful wives the madding train beheld 
** With mortal hate, and from their homes expeli'd. 
** Their place the captives of the spear obtained; 1260 
*' Such full dominion had their frenzy gain'd. — 
** Long time we silent mourn 'd, and hop'd to prove 
*' Returning reason, and reviving love. 
•• In vain we hop'd. — Our patience from the throng, 
** Drew added insults, and redoubled wrong. 
" The lawful offspring was belbv'd no more ; 
•• The bastard drove him from Kis father's door. 
** The widow'd wife, and unprotected maid, 
Implored the husband's, and the father's aid; 
Implor'd in vain*~an helpless* outcast band, 1270 
** Our streets they crouded^ and they rang'd the land, 
** The mangled maid, th' injurious step-dame's thrall, 
•« In vain for pity to her sire might call. — 
** For aid the sister to her brother flies; 
'* No more the brother feels fraternal ties. 
'*. TA' aJHicted mother cd\s Viw ^oti% ?c^avai^\ 
** She gains no hearing— uo tdki 'Vi IwaxA* 
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'< The captive conqoerors held our dear adxtdes, 

^^ Dance, forum, ev-n the baaquet of the Gods. 

^* At length, some God, or misery inspir'd 1280 

** A wond'rous boldness, that our state required. 

" 'Gainst those false men we closM the gates and tow'rs, 

*• While with their Tbraciatu they consumed the hours; 

^< 'Till they to reason should restore her seat, 

•* Or with their captives seek some new retreat. 

•* Whatever of manly progeny remained 

** Within our walls, their earnest pray'rs obtained: 

'" With them they cross the seas, and Thrace regain, 

'** Where drifted snows overwhelm the wint'ry plain. 

** Hence, we for sojourners have ample room. z 290 

** —Abide with us; the vacant space assume. 

" —To thb alliance if thy thoughts incline^ 

'* The crowir my father wore shall now be thine. 

'' Nor shall ye blame the produce of our soil; 

'* No land more richly pays the farmer's toil ; 

'' Nor in th' JSgean deeps does island lie, 

^ In Ceres* gifts, that may with Lemnos vie. 

" But seek yonr ship; let your companions hear 

" Our friendly words; no more these walls forbear.'^ 

She ceas'd — the veil of secrecy was cast 1300 

0*er the dire slaughter, that in Lemnos past. 
When yason thus — " O Queen, with grateful hearts, 
*' We take those aids, your bounteous hand imparts. 
** —I seek die ship; soon to return again; 
^ Bat you, yonr sceptre, and your isle retain. 
*' — Think not, thro' sCom your offer I decline; 
*' But perils vast, and fated toils are mine." 
He prest her hand, and hasted to repair. 
With peaceful tidings from the royal fair. 
As, to the city gates he past along, 13 10 

Around his steps the blooming maidens throng, 
From ev'ry side; ten thousand beauteous dames, 
With looks oftna^n, ftod with kmd acduxto^ 
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A train of. waggons^ rolling oa the tkore. 

Gifts 4nd r^fre^hmeats to th$ strangers bore» 

The bandy in order» hear their (hief report 

The words of welcome from (he Lemniam cour^; 

Words, that with all a joyful hearing find; 

Fpr amorous wishes rose in every mind: 

The soft desires, ^at beauty's queeq inspired, 1310 

Anxioi^ to work wh^ Ftfk^ mpst 4esir'4s 

From desolation to redeem his .Ia^d» 

And croud his altars with a manly band* 

Now y^oH seeks the Lenuuam queen's abode; 
Apd each, as chance directs, pursues his road^ 
Sy choice, Aladu at the ship remain'd; 
And for a guard a chosen few jretsun'd. 
No soft indulgence jcpnJ^ admission find; 
No fond deli|^ts siibdue that mighty nup4* . 1240 

In chc^ songs, its joy the city breath- d. 
And danf e, and feast, and clouds of incense wveatl^'d. 
To Vmlcan^ ^hief of the celestial throng. 
Were sacrifices giv'n, and sacred song; ,. 
And his fair bride, the so v 'ran queeq of ch^^ngs. 
Was call'd propitious to th^ir soft alarms. 

Their voyage is deferc'd from day to day. 
Still new pretences authorise delay. 
Still had they linger'd, by delights enthrajl'd; 
ButtStern Ak'uks his companions call'd. 
He view'd their weakness with indignant heart, 1 250 
He call'd them from the female train apart. 

Reproachful he began — << Are then the band, 
<< A troop 0/ exiles from their native land ? — 
** Have you, for consorts ploughed the billowy flood, 
^< And scorn'd the virgins of your kindred blood ? 
^^ Ifave we for this endur'd such mighty toil? — 
'< As colonists tp till the Limnum soil ? 
** Suits it the honour of your former praise, 
^^ Wi(Ii H^^iga 4/¥fiPk (<X ^i^tt inglorious (laysf 
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** In bondage crouded, captives of the fair, 1350 

" Wiij ye renounce the subject of your pray'r? 

** How shall the Gods such sacrifice behold? 

*' Will they spontaneous grant the fleece of gold? 

** —Each to his home return. — Let ^aspn prove 

" The jays, that wait Hypitfile and love; 

^ For them, his country, and his fame resign, 

^ And people Lemnos^ with a manly line.''— 

The sharp invective wak'd their shame and pride.— 
With downcast eyes they stood ; and none replied. 
Th' assembly parts confus'd, and each, in haste, 1560 
Prepares again to tempt the wat'ry waste. 

That purpose known, in swarms with murmur loud, 
Among the youths the busy females croud. 
As bees firom hollow rocks, with murmuring sound, 
Foior forth, and buz the beauteous flow'rs around; 
Refresh*d with dew-drops smile the fragrant meads; 
While they, from flow'r to flow'r, as fancy leads. 
On pinions light pursue their airy toil. 
And drain firom silky cups the nectar'd spoil; 
With tender action, and with plaintive tongue, 1370 
To some, lov'd youth each Lemman female clung. 
And fondly pray'd, with hands and eyes up-borne. 
The gracious Gods, to grant his safe return. 

HjpsifUe the hand of Jason prest ; 
And tears relieved her agonizing breast. 
■*** Go then. "May Heav'n your brave companions- 
guard; ' « 
" And may the golden fleece your toils reward.— - 
** Go then, my friend, th' heroic aim pursue, 
*' ^he glorious fortune, to such merit due. 
" Know, that this isle, and my paternal throne, 1380 
* Wait thy return, reserv'd for thee alone. 
** Myriads on myriads would augment thy tnu% 
' From many a city, and from many a plain. 
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•* But, well I know, thou never wilt return, 

*' And I am doomM with hopeless flames to bum. 

•• Yet go, and whether far remote or near, 

•* My faithful image thro' thy wand'rings bear. 

'' Some parting mandate leave, that I may prove 

" The fond remembrance of an absent love. 

'' Some blessrog to the produce of our fiame, 1390 

•• If Heav'n shall crown me with a parent's name." 

Then Jason^ wond'ring at her love, repliedi, 
** Events propitious from the Gods beude t 
** Awake to passion, yet thy lover's mind 
*♦ Supremely feels the patriot wish refin'd* 
** Beset with dangers wheresoe'er I roam, 
•* With fond attachment I pursue my home. 
" If Heav'n shall aid me to surmount my toil» 
^* And bring me safely to my native soil ; 
** To friendly views may PeUas* heart incline, 140O 
** And native seats, domestic joys be mine. — 
** But of this frame should difPrent fates dispose, 
** And distant regions must my wanderings close ; 
**" Then, should a son our mutual wishes crown, 
•* When youth invests his cheek with manly dowff» 
" Let hfm lokus, in Pelasgia find, 
** And soothe with duty the parental mind ;- 
** In sorrows lingering should my parents stay, 
** To mourn a son untimely snatch'd away; 
*• But, should they, then, have sought th* Elysian plain 
** Not wholly friendless shall my child remain; 141 1 
•* My countrymen, far from the tyrant's court, 
** Within their dwellings shall his youth support."^ 

Thus saying, to the ship he led the way. 
His firm example all the train obeyl— : 
Embark'd, with hand robust they grasp'd thefr oars,i 
In order pfac'd; and Argut from the shores 
The cables loos'd. — The bending sweeps they plied; 
And siaewy arms upturned tht cutWu^udcv 
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By Orpheus counsePd, as the day declin'd^ 1420 

Tair Samothrace^ EUctra*s seat they find. 
Daughter of jitlas^ that to them reveal'd 
The mystic rites, with sacred awe conceard^ 
And doubly purified, in frame and mind, 
Objects of love to the celestial kind. 
With pious confidence, th' adventurous train 
Might meet the perils of tlie stormy main.— 1 
But, cease my tongue, nor with unhallow'd sound. 
Pursue the strange mysterious theme profound, 
No subject meet of song; — let silence hide 143^ 

That isle, and deities who there preside- 
Thro* the vast depths of the Mehnian surge. 
Their eager course th' unwearied rowers urge- 
The shore of Thrace upon their right hand lies*. 
And on their left the rocks of Imhrur rise» 
When now the sun first sunk into the main,. 
A wide extent, the Chenonete they gain. — 
Strong rose the southern blast ; they set their sails,. 
And thrid tl>e current, while the breeze prevails, 
A dangerous strait, that hapless Helle's name, 1440 
And doom untimely, consecrate to fame. 
That upper isca they left, with morning ray, 
A different measure, at the close of day. 
AH night along Rbateian shores they steer: 
y^an uplands on their right appear. 
^ardanla past, Jhydiu then they gain^ 
Pmoie next, Mamts* sandy plain. 
And P'ttye'd fair. — With steady force 
The winds direct impelPd their onward course. 
And safely thro' the Hellespont they past, 144^ 

In eddies blackening thro' the greedy vast. 
Within Propontis tow'r'd a lofty isle, 
Where Phrygians wealthy plains adjacent smile- 
Ad island then — for now the base extends, 
Widi d^ly augments^ that the water Itndsv 
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To meet the main laady rising thro' the ware, \ 

And hears on either side the billows rare. 
Far as it stretches thro' the wat'ry roar, 
With gradual coarse declining to the shore, ^^ 

The swelling strand a two-fold access knows; 1460 ^ 
-^Beneath, the current of JEsepus flows.— ^ 

—The height above is call'd the mount of bears; 
A name expressive of the general fears; 
For savage beasts, and men, more savage still. 
With terrors multiplied that region fill. 
An earth-born race, inur'd to spoil and wrong. 
Six hands of violence to each belong; 
Two sinewy arms firom their broad shoulders grow; 
Four from their horrid sides depend below. 
The Dotumt^ a more mild and peaceful trtis, 1470 
Held the low Isthmms and overspread the plain* 
They temp'rate rule and equal laws obey'd; 
Thessalian Cy%icus their sceptre swayed. 
The son of EmuSf whom Enete bore, 
Etuorw^ daughter, on the Thradan shore. 
No wrongs they provM, from that fierce eartb4)oni 

kind, 
For Niptune*s influence aw'd the savage mind. 
Deriv'd from him, in long transmitted line. 
The Doftans boast an origin divine.—- 
With fury Argo runs her wat*ry race, 1480 

Before th' impetuous winds of stormy Tbraeit 
An haven fair receives the weary band ; 
As driv'n with force the vessel dash'd to land. 
There, as sage Tipbys bade, the cautious crew 
Their stony anchor near a fountain threw, 
Artactds fount. A rock of ampler size, 
And weight more adequate, the place supplies. 
This, warn'd by Phekus^ in prophetic rhyme5i» 
hnian colonists^ of after times. 
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Vhoy led by NelaUf left their natire plain^ 1490 

Set, as a monumeDtt in Fattss^ £uie. 

[*he guardiao powVy in er'ry danger tried) 

^o guided Jason thro' the foamy tide. 
The DoUans with their monarch sought the strand* 

ro greet the strangerSf ere they reach'd the land; 

Soon as they learn'd the lineage of the train* 

/Vnd purpos'd yoyage thro' the stormy main. 

They gently urge them* with reception fair. 

To ply their oars, and thro' the bay repair* 

The strangers follow, where such welcome calls; 1 500 

And moor their vessel near the city walls.<i— 

Now disembarlL'dy their pious rites to pay* - 

They rear'd an altar, to the god of day, 

Ichonui^ worshipt, when the sea-worn band* 

Tbdr dangers past, approach the welcome land. 

The friendly monarch, for the rites divine. 
The fiuted flocks bestow'd, and generous wine. 
For previous oracles, with high command* 
Assar'd his kindness to th' hercMC band, 
The purpose of their hardy voyage uught, 1510 

And chac'd suspicion from his anxious thought* 
Bade him the warriors hail, without a fear, 
And aid extend, and hostile acts forbear. 
New to his cheek the down of manhood came; 
Nor boasts he yet, a father's honour'd name. 
Within the palace his fair bride remains* 
As yet unconscious of a mother's pains. 
The fair-hair'd Cfye^ fonn'd to wake desire; 
PereotUm Merops Was her noble sire. 1510 

Her, won by countless gifts, her husband bore, 
In pride of beauty, f];om Percate^s shore. 
YooDg as she was* her free and dauntless mind 
The bridal room and nuptial couch resign'd* 
To mix familiar with the stranger race. 
And share the banquets, chat their welcome grac^ 
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Meantime, the leaders their discourse prolong. 
Alternate questions croud upon the tongue. 
While, from the strangers Chsycut demands 
Their destined course, and Pelias* stem commandii 
And yai&n bids his royal host explain, 1531 

What various tribes possess th' adjacent plain ; 
What various nations, ia a circle spread, 
Around Proponth* wide capacious bed.— 
Much more to know, th' advent'rous train requirCi^ 
Did information second their desire. 

When o'er the landscape morning light prevail'd, 
The giant heights of Dindymus they scal'd. 
The winding bays and shallows to survey; 
And, from the station where the vessel layi 
The road of Chytut^ Argo came inipell*d^ 154^ 

And now the harbour more advanced she held. 
Long time that arduous mountain path remain'd, 
That Jason trod, and still his name retained. 

Now, from the summits, with impetuous force, 
The savage giants urg'd their hostile course. 
Beneath the crags of overhanging rock. 
The mouth of Chytus they prepare to block. 
With stony masses, where it joins the main ; 
As tho' they sought some monster to restrain, 
Within their toils. — But, with the younger band, 
The strong Alctdes takes his watchful stand. '55^ 
With nervous arms he bends th* unerring bow, 
And heaps on parent earth the gasping foe. 
The giant race th* undaunted hero plied, 
With massy fragments from the mountain's side, 
Hurl'd high in air, destruction of the brave. 
Such wond'rous strength vindictive Juno gave.— 
To crush Aktdes^ in th* unequal fight 
She crown'd these monsters with stupendous might.-^ 
While thus the heroes in the combat burn*d, 
Tfaeir brave companions from t\it Vie^^Vvx^ tttara'di 
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.nd near them in compacted phalanx standi 1551 

share the slaughter of that earth-born band. 

hen, some their fate from flying arrows founds 

nd some the s|)ear laid prostrate on the groimd. 

or ceas'd the deadly toil« ere all the brood 

[ad drench'd their native rocks with caitifF blood* 

.s when the woodmen, o'er some river's bank^ 

Kspose the lofty trees in many a rank, 

few from their ax, that moisture of the stream 1570 

lay season for the wedge the brittle beam; 

i*has9 on the margin of the foamy bay, 

\ space confin'df in rows the giants lay. 

)ome, in the waves immerge the bre^t and head, 

iVhile on the beach the monstrous limbs lie spread ; 

^me rest their heads upon the sandy shore, 

^nd hide their feet beneath the billow's roar. 

To birds and fishes of voracious kind 

ExposM a prey, and welt'ring to the wind. 

llieir labours, freed from danger and from fear. 
The vessel to the ^ wind the heroes clear; 1581 

With spreading sails her rapid coune advanc'd; 
All day along the swelling surge she glanc'd. 
As day declined, the favouring breezes fail, 
Too soon succeeded by an adverse gale. 
So fierce and sudden that unfriendly blast 
The pilot's skill, and rower's strength surpast, 
Soatch'd from her track, the lab'ring ship it bore. 
Back to the Doiian*s hospitable shore. 

Wrapt in the shades of night, th' heroic band 1590 
Sprung to the shore, nor know that friendly land. 
Nor could the DoUans, through the gloom, descry 
Their guests, endear'd by many a social tie; 
While Argo some PelasgU vessel seem'd. 
Her people Macris* hostile sons they deem'd; 
With armour snatch'd in haste they urg'd their course^ 
To meet th' imagio'd foes with force to forc^* V 
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The bands cottflictiBg 'gainst each other dash} 
And spears encowMer spears, and bucklers clash 
Dire was the onset, ioud the crj of fear; 
As when among the thickets dry and sere, 
A conflagration faUs, with noisy sway, 
And roaring volames urge their wasteftil way.— 
Ili-&ted king! whom Heay'n no more allows 
To reach his home, or clasp his youthful spouse 
The son of JEion met his bold advance. 
And thro' his breast impeli'd the &tal lance. 
Around the point the crashing bones resound; 
And life's warm current issues from the wound. 
RoU'd on th* empurpled sand, the youth sustain' 
Th' inevitable doom for man ordain 'd. 
The htA barrier burst, that holds confin'd 
Within iu pale, our weak and fev'rish kind.' 
Thus, Jie, who thought all danger of this band 
Far far reroov'd, by Heaven's protecting hand, 
By fate entangled, on that faud night. 
So soon succeeding to the social rite. 
With many of his brave companions, slain 
In conflict dire, lay prostrate on the plain. 

Alctdet reft brave Tekclcs of life, 
With Megabrontct^ in the mortal strife. 
Acastus mingles Sphodris with the dead. 
By Peleufy T^Iyt^ and Gephyrus bled. 
And TelamoHy supreme the lance to wield. 
Laid Basileus extended on the field. 
With Promvs^ Hyaclnthas prest the ground, 
Idas and Cfyiius dealt the mortal wound. 
The twins of Leda^ with unerring aim. 
Stout MegalostaceSi and Phhgeus tame. 
Itomeneusy from Meleager*s arm. 
And bold Artaces felt the mortal harm. 
Illustrious shades, ye find those tribes among, 
The rites, that to th' heroic diead bdon^* 
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le scar'd snnriyors fledy with panic fear, 
flights of dovesf that find the falcon near. 
:ap8 confus'd, within the gates they croud ; 
fill the city with their clamours loud, 
rofiil return from that pernicious fight ! 
when the mom display'd her rosy light, 
parties, then, their cruel error knew, 1640 

anguish fiU'd each spirit at the view. 
Minya mourn'd, as breathless on the shore 
youthful king lay welt'ring in his gore. 
;e days with grief conjoined they mourn'd the dead; 
f tore their hair; and on the corses spread; 
L thrice in brazen arms they cours'd around 
heroes clos'd in the sepulchral nraund ; 
tomb they circled in two bands, and paid 
honours suited to the parted shade; 
ge of war, along the grassy plain 1 650 

! games they led, in raem'ry of the slain ; 
lere still untouch'd succeeding ages keep, 
th pious awe, their monumental heap, 
^or CUtc long surviv'd her husband's fate 
V horrors rise to swell the doom of hate* 
;er to follow her departed lord, 
>and her neck she knit the fatal cord. — 
i hapless victim of connubial love, 
s mourn'd, by ev'ry nymph of lawn and grove, 
; Gods approving mark'd her constant flame, 1660 
1 bade a prodigy preserve her fame. 
; tears, that from her eyes bedcw'd the plain, 
buntain rose, and still her name retain.— 
, and portentous, harbinger of woes. 
It cruel mom on ev'ry DoUan rose; 
d all forgot, in deep despairing mood, 
: care of being, and the thoughts of food. 
»en hunger ng'd, it's urgent pangs to hoaA, 
h gloomy baste they snatch'd the ca^wiL mt^X^i 
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On Ceres* gifts, as from the field they came; 1670 

And savage food udcodscious of the flame. 

And still in Cizycus th' Ionian race 

To that event a solemn custom trace. 

That, when revolving time ,within their walls. 

With annual lapse, th' ill-omen'd day recals, 

They hcvnely cakes of coarsest meal prepare. 

As emblems of that public grief and care. 

Twelve days and nights such stormy blasts prevail. 
That ev'n the boldest fear to spread the sail. 
The night that followed, as the heroes slept, l66i 
The watch while Moptus and Acastui kept. 
Near Jason*s head with golden tresses crownM, 
The peaceful halcyon wheel'd her airy round ; 
And, as she wheePd, foretold in shrilly strain, 
A truce with warring winds, that vex'd the main. 
That sea-born bird sage Moptus understood, 
And voice presageful of the smiling flood. 
Sent by some god the bird return'd again. 
With circling flight, and perch'd upon the vane. 
Their slumb'ring chief the heapy fleeces prest. 169' 
The voice of Mopstu interrupts his rest. 
From sleep he shook him — " Son of Mson^ wake, 
** To rocky Dlndymut* thy steps betake. 
Where on its top aspires a temple fair. 
Appease f the mother of the Gods by pray'r. 
" Then shall the tempests cease to vex the main, 
** So halcyon sings, who never sings in vain. 
** For, while you slumber'd thro' the shades of nightj 
*• Around the bird of prescience wheel'd her flight— 
*• Know, that on mighty Cyl^ele depend 17C 

** The storms that bellow, and the waves that rend. 

* A mountain of Phrygian 
f For the deatVv o£ Cj^km. 



«c 
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= The war of elements, that takes its binh, 
lo the dark entrails of the laboring earth, 

* And ey'ry change of airy meteors, bred 

' Where cold Olympus rears his snowy head. 
' To her precedence ev'n the thunderer yields, 
' When earth she leaves, for bright ethereal ^tlds. 

* All deities, throughout the starry sphere, 

* That awfu4 source of living things revere.'* 

The chief, delighted as he spake, attends; 17 lO 
Leaps from his couch, and calls his gallant friends* 
b baste he calls, and to th' assembled bands 
Explains what Mopsus from the Gods commands. 
Soon to the mountain, ready at his call, 
The youths impelled the bullock from the stall. 
Some firom the sacred rocks the vessel clear^ 
And rowing to the Thracian haven steer, 
A few remaining the tall ship defend. 
The rest the mountain with their chief ascend. 
As in a picture, from that tow'ring height, 1 720 

The Macrian rocks, and Thrace approach'd the sight; 
The Bosporus involv'd in rising steams, 
The hilb of Mysla^ with Msepui stream; 
That opposite the level Troade bound, 
With Nep^s plain, Airatte^i walls around.— - 
Aq ancient vine, within a neighboring woodt 
Where first it flourish'd, had for ages stood ^ 
I^ stock uprooted from the parent soil, 
A shape and polish takes from Argus toil; 
Aa image of the Goddess, fbrm'd with skill, 1730 
They place it high upon a craggy hill, 
O'er arching broad where stately beeches grow. 
That deeply shoot their twisted roots below, 
^nes rudely heaped an hasty altar made. 
With dusky leaves of oak their brows they shade*—* 

* Cyhele. 

D 2 
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The rites begin.— They call in hallow'd strains. 

That awfiil powV, o'er Diudymus that reigns.— S 

" Parent of Gods^ from Phrygia bend thine car; 

" And sacred TityM^* with Cylkniu* hear/*— 

These only of a nnmerons train were seen, 1 740 

The guides of fate, th' assessors of the queen, 

Id£an Dactyls^ in the CretAn cave. 

Whom fair Anchiale to being gave, 

When 9 struggling in Lucina^i painful toil. 

With both her hands she grasp'd Oaxiy-f soil."— 

The pious chief» if thus the heav'nly mind 

Might yield, to calm the wave, and -chain the wiodi 

With lips derout, and suppliant action prays; 

And pours libation, o'er the sacred Maze, 

Orpheus commands, the youths in arms advance, 1750 

And tread the measures of the warlike dance, ^ 

With swords they clash their shields; and all aronndt 

Thro' the yex'd air, the dismal clangors sound. 

That ancient custom still the nations keep. 

When kings are borne within the tomb to sleep. 

In Rhea*s worship, still the Phrygian crowd 

The Goddess soothe, with drums and timbrels loud* 

With spotless hands preferred, and pious mind. 
Their vows and offerings heav'nly favor find. 
Divine Aniaa\( mark'd them with delight; 1760- 

Propitious omens blest the gladden'd sight; 

* T'ttyas^ Cy//»if</.— Names of the Idei Dactyls* 

f Oax'u. — There was a river of this name in CrHe% 
another in Mesopotamia. 

X This dance was called Betarmus; see notes to!. 2. 
from the temple of the deity where it was practised, or 
from the regulation of movement in dancing. 

H Rhea was so called ; the reader will find the origin 
of this name in the notes, yoL 2. 
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The trees above abundaiit fruit display'd ; 

And earth bdoW the green and tender blade. 

From the dark careniy and the woody lare, 

VHidk fawning act, the savage beasts repair. - 

More wond'rotts still> amid the thirsty soil, 

OiDmdymiUf unapt for rustic toil. 

From rocky crags the gashing fountain came* 

Perennial spring, that bears the hero's name. 

—That solemn day, the mount of bears along, 1770 

They ^read the feast, and sooth'd the power with song.* 

The winds were hush'd, as morn began to smile, 
And force of rowing bore them from that isle. 
Each chief contended in the wat'ry field, 
Who most should labour, and who last should yiel4- 
Sorrounding sether a still calm possest. 
And lulled the waves, and smooth'd old Ocean^t breast. 
Confiding in that calm, with efforts strong. 
They pl3r*d their oars, the vessel shot along. >779 
Not Ne^ufu's steeds, such was th' impetuous force, 
with feet of storm, could reach it's flying coarse. 
When now the deep with winds began to heave, 
Breadi'd from the river banks, at close of eve, 
With toil incessant their exertions fail'd; 
Uochang'd alone Jtlcides* might prevail'd. 
fc strength resistless, to^himself he drew 
The force conjoin'd of all the laboring crevjr. 
Ks mighty stroke the vessel sends along; 
^ timbers tremble, with concussion strong. 
As onward to the Mysian land they haste, 1790 

The roaring mouths of Rbyndacus\ are past. 
^^^*s monument, and Phrygians plain, 
Lay near in prospect, as they trac'd the main. 

* Rhta^ or Cyhele. 

f Rhyndacusf a river of Phry^a. 
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Here, as the hero dashM the wave asidey 
His oar broke shortt within the furrow'd tide. 
Half as he grasp'd, with force oblique^ he fell; 
Half floated wide, upon the billowy swell. 
His seat regained, he gaz'd in silence round; 
Strange to his hands appeared the rest they found. 

What time the delvers and the ploughmen haste 
Home to the lowly roof, and spare repast; 181 

When at the porch their weary knees they rest, 
And curse their lot, with pangs of hunger prest; 
Then, squalid froni the parchM and dusty soil, 
Gaze on their hands sore from the rustic toil; 
They reach 'd the dwellings of Ciane*s shore. 
And Ciui* mouths, where waves conflicting roar.— 
Th* Arganthonean* mount, with gloomy brow, 
Maj^tic frowns upon the stream below. 
The Mysian habiunts, along the plain^ 18 

With fair reception greet the peaceful train ; 
And to their wants supply, with liberal hand> 
Whate'er the sea-worn mariners demand. 
All tliat for banquet or repose they need, 
The racy vintage some, and fleecy breed; 
And some collect the billets sere and dry; 
Soft herbage others for the couch supply. 
Part of the Mlnya round the hearths repair; 
Part mingle wine; the viands part prepare; 
They worship Phebusy\ as the sun descends, l^ 
Revered by sailors when their voyage ends. 

The festive rites the son of Jo^oe resign'd. 
For different thoughts possest his active mind. 



* For some account of the different places mentio 
tti the text, the reader, as I have already said, is 
ferred to the notes in the secojid -volume, 
f PMus Echasius^ so caXkd^ ^t^xsi ^ <^x^^ ^ 
that signifies to disembark* 
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Thro' woods pcrpfcx'd li€ held his devious coone; 

And sought aii oar to match his mighty force. 

There, as lie wander'd, chance an ash display'd* 

Nor thick with branches, nor opprest with shade. 

As tapering strait it's graceful head it rear'd, 

like a young poplar the fair plant appear'd. 

His bow and quiver on the verdant soil i8}0 

He laid, and cast aside the lion's spoil. — 

Hb pond'rous club j^IcltUs first apphed, 

He shook the stubborn root, from side to sidci 

With legs diverging as die hero stands. 

He stooping grasp 'd the stem, with both hb hands» 

Then, strongly prest with shoulders broad aboye» 

As with the deeply-rooted plant he strove. 

—It yields — it falls — hb vast impetuous sway 

The roots and earthy fibres tore away. 

As, when Orwfi'holds.thd wiot'ry sky, 1840 

And sudden tempests from their caverns fiy^ 

locumbent firom above the furious blast, 

^ith all 'its boltsr and clasps, uptears the mast. 

Again the chief his bow and quiver took ; 
With puissant hand the massy club he shook; 
"The lion's hide athwart his shoulders threw; 
And hasted to rejoin the gallant crew. 

With duteous care and fond attention fraughty 
A sacred spring the youthful Hylas sought, ^ 
^ar from the band. — He bears a brazen urn, 185a 
for limpid water 'gainst the chief's return ; 
In order due, that the repast might shine, 
Such prompt obedience, gentle youth, was thine* 
His childhood thus the hero lov'd to train, 
Since first he bore him from his sire's domain* 
^Icides* hand depriv'd that sire of life, 
A steer for rustic labour caus'd the strife; 
Thiodamas, a chief of name renown'd, 
AmoD^ the Dryofis las doom he found. 
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Amid the labours of the furrowed field, ] 

The sullen chief refused the prize to yield. ' i: 

Th* unbending hero urg'd the stem demandy | 

For much he sought a contest with the bandy ^ 

Regardless, as they were, of social ties, \- 

And Gods and men accustom'd to despise*— r 

But these details the devious bard mislead ; 
Pursue we then, the stripling o'er the mead. j: 

When to the margin of the fount he came. 
That bears among the natives Peges name. 
Around the spring, by fate's decree, or chance, 1 870 
A choir of nymphs entwin'd the mystic dance. 
For all the nymphs, that haunt the wood, the cave, . 
Or their fair limbs, in that bright fountain lave. 
With dance and choral warblings thro' the night, 
Sooth the fair Goddess of the silver light.-— 
From many a woodland haunt, the virgin throng, 
Oready and Dryad% join'd the dance and song. 
A nymph, emergent from the crystal flood. 
The fair Hydaticy on the margin stood. 
She view'd the boy, array 'd in youthful charms, 1880 
3y ev'ry grace; and throbb'd with soft alarms.— 
The roseat. bloom of health his cheek displayed, 
Around his form the sweet allurements play'd. 
Seen doubly charming, by the lunar beam. 
That o'er his beauties shot a milder gleam. 
«— Oh how the venom tingled thro' her breast 1— 
She pants*— she faints—with wild desire possest» 
—-The youth inclining o'er the fountain bends. 
And thro' the crystal lymph his urn descends* 
Cool and translucent as the gushing rill, 1890 

With gurgling sound his urn began to fill, 
The time was apt, and opportune the place. 
She sprang to fold him in a soft embrace. 
Eager, to print an ardent kiss, and sip 
jTAe /lecfar from bis soft and ruby U^. 
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hand o'er his ivory neck she threw» . 

lis elbowy with her right she dr^w. 

Dg'd the boy; and scream'd with sudden fear 

il notesy that reach'd a single ear. 

o£ E/atus,* as o'er the plain 19CO 

er'd lonely, heard the piteous strain. 

^/cides he pursued his way, 

ig evil from the chiePs delay. 

I by the boy*s distressful cries, 

te impetuous to the spring he flies.— 

the savage beast, with hunger bold, 

the bleatings of the distant fold, 

dlong rage the hurdled cote assails, 

he is the bold invader fails. 

the shepherds guard their fleecy care, 1910 

, he roars, and weary seeks his lare. — 

ilyphemus rag'd the spring around ; — 

s, his clamours thro' the air resound. 

his rage, his clamours all are vain, 

ns his steps to seek the social train. 

d falchion glitters in his hand, 

the beasts of prey, the pirate band. 

e path he wav'd the shining blade, 

I discerned Akidis thro' the shade. 

ournfbl chance the hero thus exprest, 192a 

oans and pantings shook his lab'ring breast. 

I that I am, by hmt ordain'd to rend». 

lortal grief the bosom of my friend ; . 

him, what thro' life be shall deplore, 
rling youth, his Hyltu is no more.-— 
er he died, of savage beattt the prey, , 
ing pirates bore the youth away, 
ul.tbe mode, but certain is the grief ^. 
I his crif s too late to yield relief.'' 

■ '■ I.I , ' I ' ■— M— — — — ■! 1 »— 

♦ Pofypiemut, 
»3 



iB THE ARGONAUTICS. 

The bursting sweat, that o'er his temples flowM, 
The mortal anguish of Mides showed. 193^ 

Despair and rage the fata! words inflame. 
The vital currents boil within the frame. 
Th' uprooted ash he hurls away in wrath, 
And rushes wild, as chance directs his path.— 
—As when the hornet's sting with fury fills 
The mighty bull, he flies the meads and rills, 
That wander o'er the low and marshy land. 
Deserts the herd, nor heeds the rustic band. 
Onward he drives — and restless, now the plains 1940 
He traverses — now motionless remains, 
Rears high the brawny neck, and mighty crest. 
And roars tremendous, from a torturM breast. 
So rag'd the chief; and headlong now he flies. 
Now motiopless, he rends the air with cries. 
The piercing sounds of anguish and despair 
Reverberated fill the troubled air. 

The rays of morning smote each mountain's broVi 
While fresh from heav'n the favouring breezes flow. 
The prudent Tiphys bade the train employ ipj^ 

The precious season, and the winds enjoy.— 
Gladly they hear; and the tall ship ascend. 
They heave their anchors, and the sails unbend. 
Far from that shore, with canvas swell^^d they haste* 
And Posidi'lum^s* cliff rejojciiig past. 
Morn from her heav'nly goal witli eyelids glad 
Return'd, the field with yellow lustre clad ; 
And o*er the mead, with scatter*d dew-drops bri^tf 
Her roseat fingers shed the seeds of light. 
The band perceiv'd whon* they had left bcWrid 
Unwary, and contention fill*d the mind; . 19^ 

Clamours and tumult rose, fordiey had lost 
ThQ best, and noblest of tV asstmHsd host. 



* A ca^je ot BHfcynta, 
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Then Jasan rapt in mute afflictioQ sate» 
Confounded by this stroke of adverse fate^ 
Such mighty grief his laboring thought assail^d^ 
That, sunk in stupor, all expression failed. 

But sudden fury Telamon possest; 
And words reproachful spoke the stormy breast. 
^ And dost thou calmly sit» with placid mind, 1970 
^ When lost is he, that first of human kind?*^ 
^ No work of chance — I read the dark design. 
" Thine burning envy, artifice was thine. 
** Thine heart foretold, that, when their wand'ring o'er 
*' The hardy Greeks should gain their native shore, 
" The matchless glories of Alcides* fame 
"To dark oblivion would consign thy name. 
^ But words are idle — I no more remain, 
^ With such a chief, and his deceitful train.'' 
Heceas'd, and with a bound on 'tlphyi* flies; 1980 
While flames of fury lighten from his eyes. 

Now back to Afy/ra— 4iad their course been held; 
Tho* waves resisted, and tho' winds repcllM, 
Bat, the twion'd offspring of the Tbractan wind 
With stern reproaches check'd his wrathful mind. 
Ah youths ill-fated ! they were doomed to bear, 
'w these their words, a recompence severe. 
^^i felt, how they had sway'd the band 
To leave him there amid a stranger land. 
Afid, as the brothers firom the games return 'd^ 1990 
And obsequies, that Peliai slain inurn'd, 
^ sea-girt TenoSf by his hand they died, 
^t fatal hand their monument supplied, 
'^^enting, o'er the dead a mound he rcar'd; 
Two columns sacred to their fame appeared; 

* With an intention of forcing him to put back the 
vetsel. _ 

t See Botes-aod^bfervatioiiSy yoU 2» 
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And oney a prodigy* that sense confbundsy 
Trembles, whene'er the northern blast resoonds* 

But these events the womb of time concealed* 
Meantime* amid the furious waves reveal'd> 
GlaueuSy the prescient son of Nereusf rose. 2000 

His bushy head» and hairy breast he shows.-— 
Emergent from the deep, with mighty hand* 
He grasp'd the keel, and shouted to the band. — 
•* Thwart not the doom of Jove; attempt no more* 
** "fo bear Alctdes to the Pontic shore. 
•* For him in Argos tyrant hate ordains 
** Twelve conflicts rude, with perils and with pains; - 
•* These labours past, he joins his heav'nly sire. 
•* To godhead thus the sons of Jove aspire. 
** Then, seek him not; nor mourn, whom ruling J^i^ 
<< By earthly sufTrings calls to bliss above. 
** Nor yet on Polyphemus bend your care. 
** The Gods for him a different fate prepare, 
*' At Cf'tfj' mouths to found the Mysian wall; 
*' On boundless Cbalyhean plains, to fall. 
•' Hylas remains, (the cause for which they rov'd,) 
•* A youthful bridegroom by a Goddess lov'd. 

A depth immense he plung'd to wat'ry caves. 
Above in circling eddies foam*d the waves. 
The ship sprang forward* as with mighty force 20l0 
The God descending urg'd her liquid course. 
The heroes all rejoic'd — with eager haste. 
The generous Telamon towards Jason past; 
His hand he seis'd; and with affection prest* 
Erobrac'd the chief, and thus his speech addrest . ■ " 
^< O Jasony wilt thou not forgive thy friend, 
** That rash and thoughtless haply might ofieod?'— 
** Grief dictates words injurious and unkind.^- 

Be they forgotten — give them to the wind.-— 
— All past resentments, eNtrj c^vx^t o^ ^^tv— 
** No tioughts but Aosc of wnttj twaaia?'— ^^1^ 
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—The son of JEson prudent thas replied.— 

'< Harsh were thy words, but rage those words supplied* 

" — A cruel charge! — desert the man I lovM ! 

« But be resentment from my soul remov'd. — 

•• The* feeling sufFcrM, I can prize thy worth. — 

^ Twas jealous friendship call'd reproaches forth. 

^ Not thine the motives of plebeian strife^ 

•* The sordid incidents of vulgar life, 

^ A flock of sheep, or other selfish claim, 2040 

^That wakes in little minds contention's dame; 

** And were I wrong*d, thy just and noblest heart 

** Would prompt for me, the same ingenuous part.'* 
He 3aid — and love succeeds to stern debate* 

With spirits harmoniz'd the heroes sate.*- 

^The friends, meantime, their destinies attend; 

One fated to behold his walls ascend ; 

And one to meet, upon his native plains. 

The dreadful tasks Eufystbeiu^ ire -ordains. 

The son ot Jove his ravish'd\fi3r/Ar sought, 2050 

With furious aaion, and distemper'd thought; 

—He calls on HyUu. — Unavailing call! 

His direful threats the Mysian swains appal. 

— '* Restore him living, or produce him slain ; 

** Or carnage smokes along your ravag'd plain.'' 

The rulers, to preserve their menac'd land. 

With hostages avert his fatal hand. 

The Myttan race those solemn pledges bind, 

To search incessant till the youUi they find. 

Ev'n now, where Clus flows, the Mysian throng 2060 

For Hytas lost the public search prolong; , 

Andy from those hosuges deriv'd of old, 

The men of Trachln still the custom hold. 

The wind, propitious to the vessel's flight, 
Breath'd all the day, and all the cool of night. 
Bat when Aurora broke the bands of sleep 
No breeze wsa adrnng o'er the glassy deep. 
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A rising shore the mariners survey^ 
A spacious strand outspread within a bay. 
Thither, as dawn appeared, their oars they pi 
Then mom arosei rejoicing ev'ry eye. 



THB END OF THE FIRST BOOr. 



BOOK THE SECOND. 



ARGUMENT. 

"Hie Argonauts having arrived at the country of the 
Bebrycianif Amycus^ king of that people, challenges 
them to produce a person able to contend with him 
in boxing.— Po/A/x accepts the challenge, and kills 
Kis antagonist. — A battle ensues, between the ArgO' 
nauts and JBe^rycians.^^The former kill many of their 
opponents, and compel the rest to save themselves by 
flight.— The Argonauts find Phtneus deprived of 
sight, who implores their aid against the harpies, 
who. used to carry away his food, before he could 
taste it. — Pbineus^ it seems, knew, by prophetic in- 
spiration, long befbre the arrival of the adventurerst 
that they were fated, to drive away the raonstets^ 
that persecuted him. — In compliance with his prayers^ 
the sons oi Borcdt undertake the task; and chace the 
harpies to the islands called the Strophadts.^^Phi" 
neusj meantime, explains to the Argonauts the courat 
of their navigation to Cokhos, — The sons of Boreas 
return, and give an account of their pursuit of the 
harpies, and how they were prevented from destroy- 
ing them, by the interposition of /rw,*^-Cau8e of the 
bHndncss of PiWirfiix.— Of Cyrene^ daughter of HyP' 
teusy and Aristsusy her son by Apollo, — Fables re- 
specting the Etesian mnds,^^ Argonauts pass the Sym- 
plegades* — Reacli a desert island on the coast of Bi-^ 
thynta. — Phehus appears to them there.— They erect 
an altar, and worship him, by the nvokQ <£ Phdut 
Eous. — They reach the country of the MariaiuiynL 
— Lycuss king of the district, receives tVvem vol ^^ 
Joost frieodi/ manner ;; oa atcount^ oi 4am ^n^^ 
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punished his CDemy, ^mjfm/.— Here, Idmon% the 
prophet, diesy beiag wounded by a wild boar; and 
also Ttphyt the pilot.—- ^nr^nr/ offers his services to 
preside at the helm; and they are accepted.— The 
Argonauts pass various places. ^-Customs and man- 
ners of the ChalybeSf Mosynaciy and TtharenU^-YZ' ^ 
bulous birds in the isle of Mars^ expelled by the 
Argonauts. -^Tht sons of PhryxuSf by Cbaklopej the 
daughter o^JEetes^ who had been shipwrecked on the 
island, in their passage to Orcbomenus^ are found there 
by the Argonauts. — They recognise each other, and 
proceed to Colcbos. 



vV HERB haughty Amycus possest the land, 
His spacious stables and his palace stand. 
This tyrant SLBitbynian nymph, of yore. 
Fair Me/iat to the god of ocean bore. 
Proudest of mortals, his ferocious mind 
Established customs hostile to mankind. 
In fights of cestus, 'twas his cruel boast, 
To foil unhappy men, that reach'd the coast. 
And many died;— for none might thence depart, 
Without a trial of his strength and art XO 

As at the ship he questioned their descent, 
Their place of birth, and whither they were bent. 
With insolent contempt he mark'd the train. 
While boastive words his brutal thoughts explain. — 
** Wand'rers of ocean, wretched outcasts, hear 
** What much imports you, with attentive ear. — 
•* Know, by my sovereign pleasure 'tis decreed, 
•• When strangers to Bebrycta^s coast proceed, 
*' The bold intruders shall not thence remove, 
" Ere they my prowess at Cae cti^tws i^xove. 2# 

'^ The feravcst, therefore, o? ^o\xt wxti^x ^^\i^> 
''^Aad^ at the cestus, kt bixa Viex^ vi^\«v^- 
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** ToTf should you dare this ordinance to scorn, 
" The bitter fruits in common must be borne." 

His vauntive words the Greeks with anger fir'd 
And Pollux chi^f with generous rage inspir'd. 

The champion of the social band he stood—- 
" Whoe'er thou art, forbear thb taunting m6od. 
" Thy threats are needless — we the rule obey— 
" Accept the combat, then resume our way. 30 

** I freely promise^ to sustain the fight.-— 
** Approach ; and let me prove thine utmost might*'* 

Thus he undaunted.^-At the youth so boldi 
The tyrant glar'd — his eyes in fury roU'd. — • 
Pierc'd by the javelin with a madding wound* 
The lion thus, whom men and dogs surround. 
Compacted circle, rolls his bldod-stain'd eyes; 
Nor heeds the crowd, but on the hunter flies. 
Whose aim, unerring yet imperfect, sped 
The wound, that fail'd to mix him with tlie dead. 40 

The son of Tyndarus* then laid aside 
His mantle soft in brightest tincture dy'd. 
^rom looms of Lemiot the smooth texture came, 
The fond memorial of a gentle dame. — 
loos'd from the clasps aside the monarch threw 
His thick and double cloak of sable hue. 
^th it his sheephook on the ground he laid, 
Knotty and tough, of mountain olive made. — 
Amid their followers,-}- on the uwny sand, 
Unlike in size and form, the champions stand. jpo 

^ound the selected space their eyes they throw. 
iTieir train are seated in a two-fold row. 
^ow'ring in horrid strength the monarch stood, 
■Like fell Typheus^ or that* monstrous brood» 
^hich earth, enrag'd against the pow'rs above, 
*^roduc*d, to wage presumptuous war with Jove* 



Pollux. f The J/jotumti and Bebr^ctonu 
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But Pollux shone, like a celestial star, 
Respleodent thro' the gleom that shoots afar 
The silyer shafts sefenely bright and fair. 
Loose on his shoulders way'd the shining hair. 6o 
Scarce on his cheeks the down of manhood rose, • 
From his glad eyes a speaking lustre flows; 
Yet, in hb heart the lion's force was found; 
He moves his hands, and meditates a wound. 
Doubtful, if yet their pliant strength they hold, 
Worn by the toilsome oar, and numb'd -by cold.— 
Far difF'rent Amycui, — He stood apart, 
And thro'^the youth* his glances seem'd to dart. 
Athirst for blood, with wishes dire possest, 
To dash the vital streams from that fair brieast. 7^ 
Lycoreus now, the king's attendant, laid 
Before their feet the blood-stain 'd gauntlets made, 
Pond'rous and hard, of dry and thickest hide. — * 
The haughty chief these words of scorn applied.-^ 
•'Take which thou wilt ; and arm thee^ for the bklW«— 

* Without a lot, preoption I bestow : 

* Lest thou hereafter, or thy social band 

* Unfairness charge upon the victor's hand. 

* But arm for fight; that feeling thou may*5t tell^ 

* How, in preparing gauntlets I excel ; 8d 

< And how these hands, without remorse, or pause, 

< The blood' stain'd visage mar, and crashing jaws."-* 
The noble youth a wordy contest spares ; 

And gently smiling for the fight prepares. 

Without a preference, from earth he caught 

The pair of gauntlets, chance had near him brought. 

Beside him Castor^ and brave Talaus stand. 

They bind the weapons on each valiant hand; 

And much encouragement and counsel gave, 

proofs of their love, but tieedles^ to the brave. 9^ 
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^raittff next, with Ornyius came near, 
^nd arm'd the monarch, for the task of fear. 
^ fools, untaught, to pierce the future gloom, 
^nd see that combat seal their master's doom ! 
^ow, force to force the combatants apply, 
before their fronts, they mix their hands on high* 
^he king appears a wave abrupt and dark, 
hat breaks with fury on the laboring bark. 
»carce with his skill th* intrepid pilot saves' 
\t vessel buoyant o'er th' enormous wave,?, loo 

Vom the deep gulf escap'd, on either hand, 
•ike walls immense,, where heap'd up waters stand. 
Tius he, with direful threats, the youth pursued, 
""et, mock*d by skill, no blood his hands imbrued. 
\o rest— ^no pause— the youth with vigour bounds, 
from side to side — and shuns th' impending wounds. 
V'ith dauntless courage, and unerring sight, 
le weighs and speculates the future fight, 
iarks the defences of his giant foe, 
The points tinguarded, that invite a blow. no 

[*here, there he presses, there his hopes are fixM, 
Vnd handis with hands, and blows with blows are mix^d. 
•—As skilful carpenters the wedges drive, 
Whtn timbers destined for some ship they rive ; 
(Vith noisy sway the hammer's weight descends;. 
Wedge after wedge a forceful passage rends 5 
Stroke follow'd stroke, nor interval, nor pause. 
Their cheeks resounded, and their crashing jaws; 
And loud their grinding teeth. — The fight prcvail'd. 
Without remission, till their forces fail'd. i«o 

With weary pantings painful breath they drew, 
Apart they stood, and wip'd the btiqy dew, 
Roird copious from their fronts. With doubled ragjJv 
Again they close, again in fight engage.— 
Thus, for some bdifsr, beaaty of the tne^d^ 
Two bulk to kitt/e nsh^ widi butung \xtaji% 
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Bebrycla^t king stood rais'cfy in act to wouiid> 

Like those that fell stout oxen to the ground. ' 

With weight enormousi a dire stroke he spedy 

The youth avoids it^ with inclining head. ly^ 

And bending forward, as the foe advancMf 

His elbow lightly on the shoulder glanc'd. 

Now» closing firmly knee to knee was prest* 

Arm twin'd with arm, and breast encountered breast. 

Aboye his ear, with quick resistless blow. 

The gallant stripling smote his giant foe. 

The bones within were shattered by the wound. 

He sunk in anguishi kneeling on the ground. 

With loud acclaim, that deed the Minye view. 

In gushing blood th' indignant spirit flew. 140 

Thro' the Behrycians grief and rage prcvaird.— • 
With clubs and lances they the youth assaiPd. 
Before the youth advanced the social band. 
Resplendent falchions arm'd each valiant hand. 
First Castor slew the slain, and from above 
The head his weapon to the shoulders clove. 
The vast Itomeneus and Mimas felt 
What mortal harms the sword of PoUux dealt. 
As fiercely rushM the first, with trampling sound, 
Beneath his breast he felt the fatal wound, ijft 

And prone in dust lay stretch'd. — A rapid blow 
On Mimas lighting smote away his brow; 
Suffus'd in blood, bare rolPd the ball of sight; 
He grpanM, and sunk in everlasting night. 
OrideSf with injurious daring stor'd. 
Servant <>f Amycus^ and like his lord, 
Bold Talaus wounded, in th' eventful strife. 
Full on the flank, nor reachM the seat of lif«. 
Beneath his belt he feels the point of brass. 
With gliding wound sbott oC tht vitals ^ass. 160 

His mighty club with force Arcdw ww.Y^\ 

The fsdUnt /J>iitus he ptoitt^tXA \aid>. 



THE ARGONAUTICS. 69 

\t destiD^d by that stroke to yield hb breathy 

t he from Clytus* hand receiv'd his death. 

ith indignation bold Ancaus swell'd ; 

oft a dreadful battle-ax he held, 

bear's black spoils upon his left hand hung, 

inself like lightning 'mid the crowd he flung, 

Jiirst for vengeance on the savage band, 

\t sons of JEacus * beside him stand. 1 70 

le galknt Jason join'd with these attends, 

» swell the chosen groupe of noble friends. ^ 

!, when in winter dreary frosts prevail, 

1' embattled wolves the crouded fold assail. 

le guardian dog, the shepherd's care is vain ; 

ley rush upon the trembling fleecy train ; 

«y prowl with keen and eager search around, 

td mark the prey, the' numbers choice con« 

found; 
tter'd by fear, and pent in narrow space, 
ap'd on each other fall the bleating race. 1 80 

e heroes thus on the Behrycians flew; 
id, heaps on heaps, o'erturn'd the caitiff crew, 
when, with piercing smoke the peasants drive 
t swarm, from cavern'd rock, or straw-built 

hi?e; 
th fearful murmurs indisunctly loud, 
thin their walls the buzzing clusters crowd ; 
t, when the fiery vapours roll'd amain, 
%ad thro' their cells the suffocating bane, 
uui'd and confus'd, their citadel they leave^ 
e sounding air their dusky legions cleave; 190 

ofbunded thus the routed mjrriads spread, 
bear the tidings of their monarch dead, 
uck with the present ill, the thoughtless band 
ew not the full disasters of the land.— 

* Tfiamoa and PeUut. 
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To wrap their vineyards and their towns in fiamtf 

Their ancient foes, the Martandyai* came. 

Rich mines of steel awake the jealous rage. 

And endless wars these hostile neighbours wage. 

Thine absence, Amycus^ new boldness bred ; 

Z>ycusf their chief, the fierce irruption led. 200 

The Minya thin the fold, and waste the stall, 
And flocks unnumber'd for provision fall. 
Then spake some chief, the valiant Greeks among, 
— *< Our arms have quell'd the rude barbarian throng 
*' But had Alcides in th' adventure shar'd, 
•* The foes this trial of our strength had spar'd ; 
" No terms had been impos'd by lawless might) 
^* No champion then selected for the fight; 
^^ But when their king approach'd with insult fraught^ 
^* His club had meekness to that boaster taught, aio 
^* Alas, unhonour'd, on a distant plain, 
•* The hero wanders, while we plough the main. 
" Too late the Greeks their mighty loss shall know, 
** When their dire front unwonted perils show." 
He said— but sovVan Jove bad all ordain'd. — 
The night came on ; and there the Greeks remaio'd. 
To heal their wounds the leach, applied his aid; 
And pious ofF'rings to the Gods they paid; 
Spread for the train, they bid the banquet shine, 
And slumber chace, with sacrifice and wine. — 220 
With tawny laurel, then, their brows they bind ; 
And laurel boughs are with iheir cables 'twin*d. 
In measured hymn, then Orpheus join'd his voice, - 
To the sweet lyre — the silent shores rejoice: 
The listening breezes fold tlie gauzy wing; 
While thee Laconian sonf o£ Jove they sing. 



* A tribe oi^BUhymat and neighbours of the Bebrye'a^* 
f I^aconian son o£ jTo'vc— Pl^el>u«»— -^^^\!ftR, uote oo 
this passage. • 
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The morn renew'd tlie labours of the swain. 
To lead his £ocks abroad, or till the plain.—- 
The Mlnys from that laurel freed in haste. 
The ropes, that held their tossing vessel ^t, 230 

Embark'd on board a portion of their prey. 
Then thro* the Bpsporut pursued their way.— 
lo dreadful whirlpools the vex'd deep was curl'd ; 
And waves on waves like some tall mountain hurPd, 
Roll'd furious onward, meeting with the sky— • 
Approaching death glar'd full on ev'ry eye. 
While o'er the ship suspended tow'rs the wave, 
And ev'ry moment threats a wat'ry grave; — 
Yet, bursting harmless shall it's rage subside. 
If skilful pilotage the vessel guide. 240 

Sach skill could Tiphys boast— his friends he bears. 
Thro' dangers safe, tho' not exempt from fears.-*- 
With the succeeding morn they gain the land, 
Aod moor their ship, on the Blthyman strand. 

I'he wretched Phineui dwelt upon that shore. 
Who pangs beyond the lot of mortals bore. 
From Phebus^ bounty all his suflF'rings flow'd ; 
'I'he power of augury the god bestpw'd. 
Regardless he, of vengeance from ^ibove, 
To men reveal'd the secret will of Jove* 250 

Th* oCended pow'r inflicts a dreadful doom, 
Endless decrepitude in chearless gloom. 
No relish left of health or young delight — 
No comfort beaming thro' the Stygian night.—' 
No viands gratify his famish'd taste. 
The' daily care supplied the rich repast. 
The natives rouud his far-fam'd prescience led. 
And plenteous offerings on his board they spread, 
•But rushing from the clouds the harpy brood 
Snatch from his hands and mouth th' untasted food. 
With crooked talons, and with rav*ning jaws, 261 
Their inroads knevr dot interval, nor pau^^e. 
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Unwearied plunderers.— Sometimes, nought remaifl'd, 
And, sometimes, scarce what loathsome life sustain'd, 
Reserv'd for torture. — Such a stench imba'd 
Whatever they touched, that none might taste the fbodi 
Spar'd by their ravage, or in haunts remain 
^tain'd by the visits of that odious train ; 
Save him by dire necessity confined 
To bear th' annoyance of their hateful kind. t'JO 

The wretched sufferer* heard th* approaching crowd, 
With trampling steps, and mingled voices loud. 
And well could read in oracles of yove, 
Those strangers came, his famine to remove.— 
Rais'd from his couch, a lifeless thing, a shade, 
Scarce with his staff the fantome frame he stay'd. 
As dark, with tottering Hmbs, he sought the doorSf 
His trembling hand the guiding wall explores. 
Feeble, and old, scarce differing from the deaidf 
An hideous squalor o'er his body spread. i^ 

When to the portal of his house he came. 
His knees unnerv'd refus*d to bear his frame. 
Distemper'd vision mocks his darkling eyes ; 
And wheeling earth in giddy circle flies. 
Speechless he sinks, absorbed in trance profound, 
Th' astonished Greets the wretched man surround. 

Regaining breath, the seer prophetic spoke; 
Scarce from his breast the feeble accents broke.— 
«* Hear, flower of Greeks, if ye, indeed, are theyi 
«* Who doomed by Pelias plough the wat'ry way. 4^ 
" Whom j^rgo wafts, a gallant band enroH'd, 
" And Jason leads, to win the fleece of gold.— 
" Hail noble strangers, welcome to this heart!— 
" Hail glad event, long promised by my art! 
•• Son of LatonOff thanks to thee be paid; 
" O king of prophets I have felt thine aid, 
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My sole support in anguish to this hour. — 

By hospitable j/^ove^'* tremendous pow'r, 

To him that slights the -suppliant's hallo w'd claim. 

By Fbebiu; and by matron jfun6*s name ; 300 

The guardian pow'rs, that guide you thro' the main^ 

Oh let not sorrow supplicate in vain ! 

' Despise me not — but, ere ye plough the wave, 

^ A wretch from pangs unutterable save. 

^ 'Tis not, that furies trample on my head ; 

' That darkling thus I am to pleasure dead; 

' That slow decrepit age has made my life 

* A ling'rin^ death, with nature still at strife. — 

* Curses on curses, plagues on plagues, I bear; 

* The liarpies from my mouth the viands tear. 310 
' No prudence aid or comfort can supply, 

* They stoop impetuous rushing thro' the sky. 

* I may not 'scape them, present as my thought, 

* Sudden they come, with dhe annoyance fraught; 

* Of food and social intercourse bereave 5 

* Such poisonous scents the parting furies leave; 

* Men loathe the rehques of their tasted food, 

* And shun the place polluted by that brood.— 
' An heart of adamant could scarce endure ; 

* Yet I must bear these ills, without a cure. 320 

* By famine driv'n, thcf hdrror chills my toast, 

* To feed on noxious fragments of their feast. 

* But late relenting Jove beholds my grief, 

* Divine predictions, promise sure relief. 

* The sorts of Boreas j SpVung from kindred race, 

* Arc doom'd by heav'h th* infernal brood to chace. 

* If I, indeed, am Phlneusy known to -fame, 
« For mighty riches, and an augur's name, 

* Our lineage if Agenor has Supplied, 

•• Or if in Thrace their siiter Avas tny \iMe?*«*- "^V^ 

, I • . , . . 1 ■>. 



yuptter Xefuus^ 
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Agtnor^s offspring here his voice sopprest.— 
Painful emotions fill'd each hero's breast. 
Chief Boreal' sons in pity's gracious moodf 
Dry'd up the bursting tears and near him stood. 
Seizing the hand of that most wretched man, , 
In soothing accents Zetes thus began*— 
*' Ah wretched, past the lot of human woes! 
^ Why do the Gods these direful pangs impose? 
*< What impious action, or what sound profime, 
** Hath drawn this vengeance from the bea? 'nly tra 
^ Supremely gifted with prophetic skill, 
<* Say, hast thou contravened th' eternal will? 
'* Relief from us thou shalt not vainly ask, 
<' If Heav'n, indeed, hath call'd us to the task. 
'* Nor difficult is it, for man, to read 
'< When Heav'n, in wrath, would scourge th' UDg( 

deed, 
<* Much as we pity thy distressful state, 
<* We rush not blindly on immortal hate. 
^* Much as we wish the harpy brood to chace, 
'^ We w^e not war, with the celestial race. 
** Swear to us, then, we shall not anger Jove. 
** Or draw down vengeance, from thepow'rs above. 

Full on his front the sage expanded wide 
His eyeballs 'reft of day, and thus replied. 
•* No more, my son. — Thy pious fear resign.— 
" Thou, Pbebuti donor of my skill divine, 
•* Be witness! — and my present wretched state, 
•* And these dark eyes for ever clos'd by fate ! 
** Be witness for me all ye pow'rs below ! 
<* And may my shade nor peace nor respite know!' 
, *^ If false this oath, that you offend not jfove^ 
•• You draw no vengeance from the pow'rs above.*' 

The generous youths upon his oath rely ; 
The hard achievement the^ it^oVi^ xa \x^. 
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Meantime, the juniors of the band, with haste, 

To chear the prophet furnish the repast, 

A parting spoil to gorge the harpy train.— 

The sons oi Boreas* nigh the board remain, 

With Edchions to repel th' accursed brood; 

And scarcely had the prophet touch'd the food, 370 

-^They rushing sudden from the darken'd air, 

Swift as the whirlwind's blast, or lightning's glare* 

With sounding pinions, and with fearful cry» 

Stoop from the clouds, and on the viands fly«— 

The gallant youths, undaunted at the view, 

With threatening shouts upon the monsters flew. 

With keen dispatch the shrieking monsters fed, 

Consumed the viands, and o'er ocean fled. 

As, vanishing from sight, aloft they rose, 

DifFus'd around th' infectious odour flows. 38Q 

The youths pursued them with incessant flight. 

For jfo^ infus'd unconquerable might. 

And close behind their falchions they display'd. 

But vsuD the chace had Joije withheld his aid. 

For, when they sought the prophet, or withdrew. 

More swift than Zephyr^s blast th^arpies flew. 

As when with eager speed sagaciOTh hounds 

Hie wooded valley trace, or forest bounds. 

And see the mountain goats, or branching deer 

Fly full in view, upon the wings of fear, 39^). 

Stretch'd at full speed they follow close behind; 

They think to seise the prey; they champ the wind 5—* 

The plumy brethren thus pursued the chace, 

With hands outstretch 'd td grasp that hateful race;. 

And Dow> and now they aim'd a mortal blow; 

In heaven's despite they had subdued the foe ; 

On the PloUtan isles, their swords had freed 

Abhorrent earth, of that detested breed.— 
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But Iris swift» who made these birds her catre. 

From Heav'n observant cut the jrielding air. 4C0 

She checked the youths, with monitory words. ■ 

•* O sons of Boreas reasey withhold jour swords.— • 

** For know, the fates prohibit mortal arm, 

** These huntress dogs of soVran Jove to harm* 

^ Their dire approach no more shall J*tuneus feel; 

*< Most solemn oaths this peaceful compact seal.'' 

She said — knd swore by ^/jrx,-— a sound of fear. 

Tremendous oath, that all {he Gods revere. 

*^ That never morCi (so destinies ordain/) 

** Should Fhmeus suflPer, from the harpy train.'* ^Mb 

Confiding in that oath' the youths return. — 

Hence liave those isles their appellation borne. 

Of Strofhcides. — A name* that still remains. 

And memory of the past event maintains. 

Then, parting— /m soar'd, on wings sublime, 

To splendid mansions, In the starry clime. 

The harpies fled to Crete^ where Minos reign'd. 

And hid from mortal ken in caverns deep remained. 

The Grecian leaders pious cares engage.— 
Lustrations purify the darkling sage, 420 

Whose frame oeg||^ted squalid filth o'erspread. 
The chosen victims for the Gods they led. 
With care selected from Behrycia*s spoil.; 
Then, spread the feast, more welcome after toil.— 
In Phineus* halls the banquet they prepar'd; 
And with the chiefs the noble sufferer shared. 
Eager he shar'd; and these returning gleams 
Of ease and comfort, seeraM but blissful dreams. 
Now, fully satisfied with food and wine, 
Sleep fled the band, till morn 'began to shine. 43c 
With anxious heart, for Boreas^ sons they wait. 
Meanwhile, the seer unfolds the book of fate. 
He sate, before the hearth.— Around, the youth 
Send Forward', and imbibe prophetic truth; 
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What yarious incidents their course attehdi* 
What toils await tfaein; what propitious end. 

^* Young heroes learn.— Not all 'tis gi.v'n to know; 
^* Butt what the Gods allow, my tongue shall show. 
•• In PhfneuSf by prophetic gifts destroyed, 
^' Behold the doom of prescience ill employed* 440 
** No more this rash irreverent tongue reveals, 
•' What Heav'n, for wisest purposes, conceals. 
*" In dark uncertainty while mortals rove> 
** They learn reliance on the powers above.— • 
** When first from hence your parting course you. steer, 
" Within a streight Cyanea^s rocks appear. 
** Arduous the task, thro' these your way to jyep, 
** Unstay'd, unrooted, wand'ring. in the deep. 
"Oft times they rush, with front to fronts opposed, 
'* And, dashing dreadful, both in one are clos'd. 450 
*' O'er their broad back, roll'd high,with thund'ring sounds 
** The breakers swell, the shores rebellow round, 
'' Now, mark my counsels, if the gods you fear; 
*^Nor blindly rush, when peril is so near; 
** Lest youthful ardour, with presumptuous force, 
** On death precipitate your dial course.— 
** First, let a dove the dang'rous passage try.--* 
'* If, tiiro' the rocks, unhurt she chance to fly, 
*' And reach the sea beyond, with prosperous flight, 
•* Then, forward rush; then ply your oars with might; 
^ With manly vigour, plough Uie foaming wave; 461 
** Strength more than pray'r avails, the bark to save. 
** —Not that I bid you slight the heavenly pow'rs; 
'* But, each exertion has its proper hours. 
" In safe untroubled times, let pray'xuprecede; 
'' But, perils ask some energeuc deed. 
^ CrushM in her midway flight, if fails the dove, 
** Turn, backward turn, nor tempt the powers above. . 
*^ Else, tho' your ship were formed of so\id 99Ut^% 1 

^ From cJosiag rocks, a dreadful death ;jt &A» Vl^ 
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" Ah wretched, if ye slight my friendly zeal, 

*« Or doubt the truths, my warring lips reveal I 

¥ —No — did the Gods pursue with tenfold hate 

** This head accurst — I speak the doom of fate.- 

** Take then the dove, precursor of your way; 

** Nor think, to thwart the Gods, with mortal sway, 

« Events must follow, as the fates ordain. 

*^ But, thro' the rocks a passage should ye gain ; 

** Bsthynian shores upon the right hand keep \ 

*^ Avoid the land; and navigate the deep; 480 

** Until you pass* where Rheba*s* torrent roars, 

•* And circle in your course the gloomy shores. 

" Where Thynia's island shall salute your eyes^ 

*^ The stttion safe to shelter vessels lies. 

** As onward thence the voyage ye pursue, 

** Full opposite a coast appears in view, 

•* Not fiir remote from 7bynWs sea-girt str^d; 

^ The Martandynt cultivate that land. 

** There, down to Tartarus a pa3sage tends^ 

*• And Acheron's projecting shore ascends, 49O 

" Where gulphy Acheron the hill divides, 

** Thro* deep ravines it rushes to the tides. 

•* Thence, to the Paphlagonian seats ye steer, 

" With gentle swell, where clustering hills appear* 

*• In distant ages Pehps rulM that coa^; 

" And still a kindred stock the people boast. 

•* Turn'd to the wint'ry site, and northern Bair^ 

•• A promontory*s steepy cliffs appear. 

«• Caramhhf by the native tribes 'tis nam'd; 

*« For ever buffeted by blasts unum'd ; 500 

•• So far it runs, projecting thro' the deeps, 

** So high in air its stormy head it keeps. 

** This having compass'd, a long shore extends, 

** Where pr om inent th e bank of J7afys bends ; 

* For some account of tlie places and rivers here 
mentioaedji see the notes in ikoI. Zk 
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^ With roar tremendous roll'd along the plain, 

^ He disembogues his waters in the main ; 

** And near, a minor torrent. Iris* roars, 

*^ In foaming eddies whitening to the shores.— « 

" As, pressing onward, ye pursue your way, 

" A stretching headland forms an ample bay. 510 

** There, an extent of soil Thermodon laves, 

^* And hastes to mingle with the placid waves* 

^ Beneath Themiscyreum^s jutting head, 

" The shelter*d waves their glassy mirror spread* 

*' In order next the plain of Dotcu lies ; 

*' Three Ama%onlan towns adjacent rise.*-^ 

^ The forges, then, that steely works prepare^ 

'^At distance seen diffuse a ruddy glare. 

'' The Chafyhet^ a much enduring kind, 

** Tom the rough soil, the stubborn ore to find* ^ao 

^ Where Gateisun di£ o'erhang the maio, 

** And hospitable yove unfolds hb &ne, 

''The Tibarem hold the pastures faif| 

" Rich in the numbers of their fleecy care. 

** A woody region skirts the mountain sides 

* And at its foot the Mossyrueci bide. 

'^'Hiis region having past, your sails and oars 

" Shall bear you to an isle, with craggy shores, 

*< By all deserted, save a countless swarm, ' ' 

** Of rav'nous birds, ill-omen'd and deform. ' 530 

'* —Be it your earliest care, with urgent toil, 

** From these foul guests to purify the soil. 

'* There, rais'd of stone by Amazoniah hands, 

'* To Marit the homicide, a temple stands, 

'* On warfare bound Otrerdf valiant dame, 

•* With bold Aniuipi uprearM the frame.—-— 

" There, from an unexpected source of aid,— 

** The deep,— shall hope and safety be displayed. 

* See notes in the second volume* 
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** Buty whither have I strayM? — th' admonish'd breast 

** Feels the past aoguish, and conceals the rest.— 540 

** Borne onward thence, the continent ye gain« 

*' The Philyrean race possess the plain. 

'< The seats beyond them the Maprones hold. 

<< Next the Bechtri comci in numbers bold. 

<< Th' adjacent regions the Saplres claim. 

<< Near theni Bixerei dwells a kindred name. 

*< Last come the Colchians^ fam'd for warlike deed. 

*^ Still hold your ship,^ and thro^ the deep proceed; 

•* The deep recesses of the gulph explore ; 

" The bounds remote of the CyUan * shore ; 550* 

^' The jtmarantlne hills, and Circe* s plain, , 

*' Where Pbaiit rolls in whirlpools to the main^ 

*^ As mounting thence against the stream ye tend, 

** Full in your view the Cohhian towers ascend. 

•• There shall the grove of Man it's gloom unfold;; 

" Where a tall beech sustains the fleece of gold.—* 

** A monstrous dragon, object of affright, 

•• For ever holds that treasure in his sight. 

** Slumber alike, in light and darkness flies^ 

•♦ Nor tames his vigilance, nor seals his eyes.'* 560 

— He ceas'd. — Amazement fill'd the listening tbroog, 

With terror mixM. — Sad was the pause and long.— • 

A thousand anxious cares their chief surround;. 

F]^ dire the perils, that in prospect frown'd. 

— ^Thus he—** O prophet, well hast thou pourtray'd 

** The dreadful obstacles, before us laid. 

<* Well hast thou taught, what trial to prepare* 

<* Thro' those fell rocks ere we the passage dare. 

** But, if (all dangers past) the fates ordain, 

*< That hpmeward I should lead this gallant train. 570 



* Cyiea n Cotchiatt. 
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^ Thy treasttr'd counsels I would gladly bear, 

" My fiitore voyage, thro' the deep to steer. 

^ An ardaoos enterprize awaits my hand* 

** Unskilful chiefy of an unskilful band* 

" The Colcbian shores our patient search confoundf 

" jSo distant set, on earth's remotest bound.*'—— 

He ceas'd — and thus the venerable seer 
^ Oh son, when thou shalt pass those rocks of fear, 
^ With mind elated, in thyself confide* ■ 
** For what remains, a god shall be thy guide. 589 
** Guides you shall find, as far as JEa*s* wall. 
** Care of your voyage thence on Heav*n will fall. 
** But mark, my friends, to guard from future harms, 
'* How much depends upon the queen of charms.— 
** Her artful aid, her blandishments you need, 
'' To bid your daring, and your toils succeed. 
*' Go, generous youths, your destiny pursue. " 
** Enquire no more — *tis hid from mortal view.** 

'^Agemn^t offspring f ended. — The wing*d pair, j: 
On sounding plumes, came rushing thro' the air. 590 
The threshold scarce they touch'd with nimble feet, 
Th* heroic band rush'd forth the youths to greeC 
Then Zdit hastes th' enquiring crowd to teach^ 
Tho* weary pantings interrupt his speech ; 
^ How hx ixom thence the harpies they pursued; 
*' How Ifit came to save the ravening brood; 
^ Yet ];ntying Flmuui^ how/ by Sijx she swore, 
^ The hneful race should torture him no more* 
'* And how th' ill-omen'd birds— (as terror wrought 
** The csveros deep of Cntan mountains sought. 600 
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Th' assembled heroes were with pleasure filPd; 
'C/nwonted joy the soul of Phliutu thrill'd^ 
With warm af&ctioo to tb' unhappy mao» 
In soothing accents yason thus began. * 
** Some pitying god> O Pbineus^ mark'd thy gricT^ 
** And urg'd our sails from far to thy relief; 
** That Boreas* sons might chase thy plagues away.— 
** Oh could we but restore thy visual ray 1— - 
** Scarce could the joys of home my sot^l delight^ 
^ Like thy recovery of ravish'd sight.**— rs— 6l» 

Buty Pbmeus answer*d» with a downcast brow*— • 
** 'Tis past— >not Heav'n could remedy bestow; 
^* For, wither*d from their orbs* the balls of sight* 

** Tell me, no more to hope for chearing light." ' * 

*' No— let your friendship pray the gods to send 
** A speedy transit, and a peaceful end. ' '■ 
*^ Then, boundless joys of vision shall be mine ; 
** Where fields of bliss in purest xther shine." 
•—Alternate, thtts» they listened, and they spoke; 
Till ruddy morning on their converse broke. 6lO 

Round Phineut day convok'd a mingled train. 
With wonted aid, from all th' adjacent plain. 
Without distinction, thro^ th' assembled band. 
Of who bestow'd, or came with niggard hand. 
With tongue insptr'd, the reverend prophet told 
Such truths, as Heav'n allow'd him to unfold; 
Their griefs to comfort, or their weakness aid ; 
And grateful love their sacred truths repay 'd . ■ ' > 
Parebiusy with th' observant throng was near, 
A name above the rest to Pifiatus dear, (JO 

Well pleas'd, th' assembled heroes to behold. 
Since, told by Phlneus^ he had learn'd of old» 
ThH Jed, from Greece a long predestin'd race, 
To Colchos bound, the Vvarp'^ ViTOo^ ^\vQ\xVichac<; 
Then^ borne to TAj^nw, 'imd \.\i^ ^^x^^ i^«^ 
5/iouid bind their cables to vhe locV^ >iwTO. 
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The reverend prophet, now, dispatchM the rest, 
Vfth prudent words, that calm'd each anxious hreast; 
^e bids Parehius only, of the train, 
>elected favourite, with the chiefs remain, 640 

\nd seek the folds, obedient to his voice, ^ 

\mong the sheep, to cull the prime, and choice.' 
^, firom th' abode, on this behest, he ran ; 
Thus mildly to the Greeks^ the seer began.' 
* Not all mankind, my friends, in violence trust* 
** Nor are they all ungrateful, and unjust. 
'* In him, that parted hence,* a proof we find, 
'* Of virtuous nature, and the grateful mind. 
^* Worn out with toils, the mark of fortune's hate, 
'* Hither he came, to learn hi^ future fate. 650 

'* From toil no respite, to release from pains, 
'* Hb father's sins the victim wretch sustains. 
^* As in the mountain, with repeated stroke, 
'* The churlish father fell'd the stubborn oak, 
'• Impious he scoin'd the Hamadryad* s pray'r, 
^ And smote the tree coeval with the fair, 
'* With streaming tears she pleads, and suppliant strain^ 
" To that unfeeling churl, but pleads in vain. 
*^ Oh rustic stay, nor wound the hallow 'd rind, 
" For ages with that stem I live entwinM.-— 660 

" With pride of brutal strength his bosom swell^d^ 
'< He raisM his cruel arm— the trunk he fell'd—- 
" In cruel hour.— For him, and his, remain 
" Unfruitful labour, poverty, and pain.— — 
** The wretched son resorted to my skill, 
^ Soon I perceivM the fatal cause of ill. 
** The guilt, his father had iocurr'd, to chase^ 
*' I bade his pious hands an ahar place, 
** Sacred to her, th' offended Tbjnian maid,f 
^ Where due o\Aitions should for sin be Y^&» ^"^^ 



* J^arMus. \ The Jif«uiirjcUk« 



>t 



S4f THE ARGON AITTICS. 

^' By me to shun the destin'd sorrows Uugbt; 
** Deep sunk the benefit in grateful thought. 
** And never since hath his attention slept} 
** Or cold oblivion o'er his kindness crept* 
^ Prop of debility^ of darkness guide, 
*< Ipith what reluctance does he leave my side!'' 

He ceas'd— the good Parehiw was at hand- 
Two sheep he brought, selected for the band. 
Then Phineus bids for sacrifice prepare* 
With Jason Boreas^ offspring claim that care. 680 
To PbehuSf chief of that prophetic throng. 
They breathe the pray'r, and raise the pious song. . 
The victims on the hearth they duly slay, 
As broad and glorious rose the disk of day. 
The juniors for the train the banquet crown'd. 
And glad repast and temperate bowls went round. 
The banquet done, the train divided sleep. 
Some in the dwelling, some beside the deep. 
With rising morn, arose th' Etesian gales. 
The breath of Jove^ to fan the hills and vales; 690 

A virgin life the nymph Cyrene led. 
Where stagnant waters o£ Pencilt* spread. 
'Mid harmless men of the far distant age. 
Her thoughts, her cares, the fleecy tribe engage* 
As, with her flocks, along the bank she stray'd, 
Apollo saw, and bore away the maid. 
Far from JEmoma*s\ bounds the prize he bore. 
He crost the main, and sought the Libyan shore» 
And native nymphs around Myrtusa^s steep.- ■■ 
He bade the train the lovely mourner keep. ' 700 

Not long averse the lovely mourner frown'd. 
A beauteous boy their mtttaal wishes crown'd. 



♦ Peneus^ a river of thtiiab^^ 
f Tieisaly was so caWei— "Sot Oat ttmivtATi^^aas^ 
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His parents ArisUus C|11M the child, 

jigreuif and Nomiusf by th' Mmomaru styiM» 

Th' enamour'd God to his fair mistress yields 

Immortal yoathy a huntress of the ^Ms. 

To CUron's hand the tender babe he gave. 

The centaur bred him in his secret cave. 

The goddess muse in nuptial union sought 

His graceful youth, and her endowments taught, ^ 710 

The pow'r of healing, and the piercing ken. 

That thro' the future reads the doom of men* 

The muses bade him guard their fleecy care^ 

In Jithamaniian plains of Pthia fair. 

Where stately Otbrys waves his shady brow» 

And bright jtpidamuy thy currents flow. 

When Siriui rear'd in Heav'n his baleful head. 

And o'er the Cycladci his fury shed; 

With fiery shafts he parchM the gaping plain ; 

And plague, and famine, hover'd in his train«--«> 720 

The wretched habitants relief demand, -^ 

fiy Philnu warn'd, from ArUtem* hand. 

Th' obedient son his Other's mandate hears; 

Counsel and succour he from Pthia bears. 

Assembled at his call, Lycaon** race, > 

ParrbasUm tribes, their seats in Coos^ place. 

He rearM an altar for Icnusan\ Jove^ 

Who sends the gladdening moisture from above. 

l£glvo|i the hills, the sacrifices gleam. 

To Satum^s son, and the red Dog-ttar^i beam. 730 

Hence, forty days, along the hills and vales. 

By yovf^s decree, th' Etesian breeze prevails. 

Ajnd Coot hence, the custom still retains. 

That ere the Dog-star in th' ascendant reigns. 



* An island. 

f From a Greek word^ ^gmfyiix^mmK^QS^ 
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Tbe priest, with sacrifice, and solemn ritCf 
Averts the furies, of his baoefol lights—— 
Thus fable sings. — But, by that breeze detainM^ 
The chiefs reluctant on the coast remam^d. 

All thro' that day, their ship the natiyes sought, 
And gifts immense of amity they brought, 740 

The work of PhinetUf who> with grateful ibukV 
Ta friendly feelings all the race inclined. 
Along the limit of the sea-girt strand. 
To twice six deities, with pious hand. 
The Greeh an altar rear; th' oblations lay; 
Then seise their oars, to plough the wat'ry way. 
Kor did the train neglect the turtle-dove. 
The harbinger of safety from above. 
As, with a band, Et^hemus checked her flight. 
She fluttered round his hand on pinions light. 750 

Now had they loos'd their cables from the 
shore. — 
Minerva mark'd them *mid the wat*ry roar. 
Her course, with eager haste, the goddess bends; 
And soon a bright and flitting cloud ascends. 
Tho' light as gossamer it seem'd to shine. 
That airy fleece supports the freight divine* 
Her flight she guided to the Pontic plain, 
With thoughts propitious to th' adventurous train. 
As when an exile, distant far from home — 
(Thus hapless men are often doom'd to roam.)— 760 
In wishes, to the natal spot will fly: 
And land and seas are spread to hncfs eye; 
A moment passes o'er the march of years; 
And space contracts, and distance disappears; 
Now here, now there, the swift ideas roll. 
And travel, with a bound, from pole to pole; 
Swift flew the goddess ; and from air descends. 
When Thynii shores the Evxine billows rends. 
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The montii of that dire strdght* the heroes firaod* 
Tremendous rocks the winding passage boand. 77a 
It's course beneath an adverse current held» 
"With foamy whirlpools; and the ship repell'd.-* 
Tho' bold th' attempt^ surpassing human force* 
The hardy band pursue their desperate course. 
KoWy closing with a crash, and thund'ring soundpL 
The rushing rocks the startled ear astound* - 
Continuous* deaPning* The surrounding shore» 
With dismal peal* reverberates the roar, ■ ■ ■ 
Then* forward to the prow Et^bemut sprung* 
While fluttering iirom his hand the turtle hung. 780 
On Tiphyi skill their throbbing hearts relied. 
Each to his oar his utmost strength applied; 
In sutiott apt* that vigour join'd with art* 
Between the rocks should bid the vessel dart. 
•—For the last time,f the rocks their jaws expand* 
As circling round them sail'd th' adventurous band.. 
'-^Euphemus loos'd the bird of pinions light. 
With heads uprais'd the sailors mark her flight* 
And wait th' event* with mingled hope and dread* 
As thro' the pass on airy plumes she sped, f^ 

Then* furious rushing thro' the dark profound* 
The rocks together crashM, with horrid sound. 
Dash'd in a thick and gloomy cloud* the spray* 
To Heav'n ascending* blurs the ^ce of day. 
Thro' the vexM air the dismal tempest raves* 
Beneath the pointed rocks* the groaning caves 
With hollow bellowings gorge the waves within^ 
Then* back return them with appalling din. 
High o'er the boiling deep the foam is hurl'd* 
In eddies caught* the giddy bark is whirl'd. too 
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8afe| thro' the dosbg rocki, the tank springs 
But» shorn of plumage firom her tail and wing^ 
The marinen rejoice> with eager ay. 
And T^iyt thouts— *' Your oars with yigonr ply, 
** Again, a pass the parting rocks expand/'——— 
But» as they row*d» what terror seis'd the band! 
When» backward carrents, with returning roar» 
Far» hx within the rocks the vessel bore; 
Who can express the measure of their dread !— 
Then certain death seem'd horering o'er each head 
On either hand the dreary deep appear'd;^ 8l0 

It's mountain head a sudden billow rear'd^ 
Andy rolling on, with gloomy terror swelled. 
Against the ship the wat'ry mass impell'd. 
With heads indinM, the sailors downward bent, 
As death i^proach'd them, in its dire descent. 
But Tifbyt^ at the helm, with watchful skill. 
And dext'rous hand, anticipates that ilL— 
The rower's energy the ship deprest;— 
It ceas'd— ^e mounted on the l»llow's breast. %lt 
Beneath the keel the billow spent its force; 
Bnoy'd o'er the rocks, the bark pursued her course. 
Behind, the wave impelled her on her way, 
IBnsuring safety, as it caus'd dismay. 
From bank to bank, with exhortations loud. 
To ply their oars, Eupbemus urg'd the crowd. 
The crew, with shouts, and eager toil, replied; 
And vigorous efforts cut the foamy tide- 
Far, as a youthful crew, with krb'ring oars, 
Speed, at a stroke, the vessel from the shores, 830 
That distance twice their bark the Minyd send; 
Their oars, conflicting with the billows, bend, 
With arms robust, as archers bend the bow. 
To wing the feather'd mischief on the foe. — 
TbtD, following close, the wave abrupt and steep 
JBrcdks.o'er the deck| and nun^Us mOii >^« ^^^^* 
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\st rolls the cylinder along the plaioy 

The ship was drifted o'er the saucy mam. n 

Forward she scuds» the wat'ry menace bravesy 

^nd to the deep pursues the refluent waves* 84a 

But adverse currents^ soon^ with eddying shocks^ 

Detain her, midway 'twixt the fatal rocks* 

Fast rooted in that dark abyss of fear, 

Closing again^ the rocks rebellow near. 

Then, to their succour came the blue-ey'd maid ; 

The rocks, with force divine, her left-hand stay'd; 

Supported by her right the bark advanced. 

And o'er the waters, like an arrow, glanc'd;^ 

Vet, as her stern receiv'd the parting stroke. 

The sculptur'd ornaments the conflict broke* 850- 

Triumphant o'er the waves the vessel rode: 
The Goddess * sought the starry-pav'd abode* 
Fast rooted in the deep the rocks remain'df 
For ever fix'd, by destiny ordain'd. 
When once a mortal birth the streights had past. 
No more to wander in the briny vast. 
The hardy train respire, from mortal dread; 
Joyful they see the clear horizon spread. 
Around their hearts a lively transport play'd ; 
They seem'd deliver'd from the Stygian shade. 860 
With thoughts elate, they view'd the ocean round, 
A glorious vast expanse, without a bound. 
Then, Tipbys ^ake. — " Undaunted we proceed; 
" If in the past we may the future read. — 
** The Gods assure the safety of this band. 
*' I hail the guidance of Mtnerva^s hand.—- 
** When jlrgiu labour'd at the vessel's frame, 
** O'er it the Goddess breath'd instinctive flame. 
'* And hence the ship inviolate shall sail, 
" O'er every danger hence the crevr prc;vai\%— ^ ^'I'i 

* Minerva, 
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** EscapM these rockst press on» where /V&u sends. 
** No peril, Jatmf like the past impends. 
*' This band successful toils and struggles wait; 
** If Phmeui truly could interpret fate. "— — • 

He ceas'd — ^and urging thro' the wat'ry roar 
The rapid ressel, past Bitbyma*i shore. — 
The chief* replied, with soft and soothing words.— 
** How ill this language with my grief accords! 
'* No gentle voice my feelings can deceive : 
•* Th* irreparable fault no chance retrieve. 88o , 

•* — That tyrant's mandate why did I obey, 
** And lead these heroes thro' this desp'rate way? 
'* — >No— <leathy in direst form I should have borne, 
** Ere I complied, and limb from limb been torn. 
*< For them, I sink, o'erwhelq^'d in deep despair, 
'* I feel th' intolerable weight of care. 
*' By sea, the billows roll untimely £ite. 
*< By land, on shores unknown what terrors wait. 
<* There beasts of prey, there savage men abound; 879 
** And force and fraud, with mingled fears, confound. 
** These thoughts, by day, with anguish fill my breast; 
** These thoughts, by night, deprive my couch of rest) 
** Since first my cause convok'd this suffering tnun.— 
<* To thee full easy is th' intrepid strain ; 
<* Not hard the task a confidence to show; 
•* When care for self is all the care we know." 
** Myself I heed not — but, for him — for thee— - 
** For all the heroes, that around I see— — 
<< For all I tremble, lest my cares should fail, 
•* In safety home to guide the flying sail.**— 900 
Hb thoughts were different; but, with prudent art, 
He prob'd the firnmess of each gallant heart. 
The heroes answer'd, with a loud acclaim ; 
And words expressive of «l g;»itto>is flame«— 

• y<uon. 
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forth the peals of maoly ardor brokCf 
dr leader's soul rejoic'd; and thus he spoke.*-* 
** Oh fiiendsy your spirits hate elated mine. 
No task I fear — no conflict I deeline. 
I lead, undaunted, your ad?ent'rous way» 
I" Tho* Hell should gape our progress to delay. 910 
r In perils prov'd, your bright heroic fire 
r Shall warm the cold* th' inanimate inspire. 
• Here have our suflFerings reach'd their utmost bound} 
[''And danger here in the worst form we found. 
" No peril like the past this train awaits, 
•* If Pblneut truly has reveai'd the fates." 

Silence ensued — the laboring oars they ply'd.— 
The vessel swiftly cut the yielding tide. — 
Where the swift Rheba disembogues, they fled* 
And where Colone lifts the rocky head, 920 

llieir course beneath MeUna'i cliffs they keep, 
Where nodding forests blacken o'er the deep. 
Then pass, where Phillu mingles with the wave* 
The roofs,^ that shelter once to Phryxus gave* 
As, from Orchomenusf to Colchos* shore. 
The 6bled ram th' illustrious exile bore; 
Here, on his way, reception fair he found; 
When Difiacus the peaceful mansion ownM, 
Whose lineage from a river god was drawn. 
Borne by a nymph prq^iding o'er the lawn. 930 

No passions rude their gentle offspring felt; 
A blameless rustic with the nymph he dwelt. 
Where roll'd his father's stream thro* meadows fiur. 
The bow'r he trimm'd, and fed the fleecy care.--^ 
The &ne they past, rear'd by his pious hand. 
The river's spacious banks, die fertile land. 
While day remains, their steady course they keept 
Where Ca^ rolls ms^esdaJly deep. 
^orpskUB^d the heroes, with declining Ugkt, 
^<? kbounog oars resounded through the m|)\U ^^ 
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lo the deep fiirrow'd land when oxen toil. 

And ttratning cleave the moist and heavy soil» 

Their sides and necks the streams of sweat o*criloW| 

Beneath the yoke askance their eyes they throWf 

Their fiery breath ascends, with panting sound. 

The streams are roll'd in misty volumes round, 

Their hoofs deep printed in the stubborn clay. 

Patient they labour thro' the live-long day; 

Thus, thro' the deep, their oars the Mtnyts drew; 

While streams of sweat their ardent limbs bedew. 9J0 

Her chearing visit still the morn del ay 'd. 

Yet, not unbroken, lay the nightly shade. 

A tender lustre, glimm'nng thro' the sky. 

With doubtful dawn, perplex'd the longing eye.*^ 

'Twas then their vessel, swiftly dash'd along. 

Full on an island bore the weary throng.— 

A station, dreary, desolate, and wild. 

The shores of Thynias by the sailors sty I'd; 

Yet, desert as it was, th' o'erlabour'd band. 

With joyful footsteps prest the welcome sand, 96 

The God of day, return 'd from LyMi plain. 
Appeared from far to seek the northern train.*— 
His beauteous cheeks with youth immortal glowM; 
In radiant gold his curling tresses fiow'd ; 
The graceful ringlets o*er each shoulder rovM, 
Or floated on the breeze, whene'er he mov'd* 
His left hand wav'd a bow, of silver bright. 
That in its motion glanc'd a dazzling light* 
The quiver from his iv'ry neck depends. 
And stor'd with arrows down his back descends* 97 
All nature felt the presence of the god; 
That island rock'd, and trembled, where he trod. 
The groaning deep in larger billows swell'd. 
With awe profound the tact oC tatu beheld. 
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Hooe dar'd his radiaot countenance sunrey, '" 
meet those eyes, that shot refulgent day. 
Pontui thro' the distant air he went.' 
hearts ador'd ; all heads in rev'rence bent. 
A mute amazement long the train possest.* 

Orpheuiy late, the wond'riog chiefs addrest* 980 
Henceforth* this isle the sacred station call 
Of orient Pbehts^* here reveal'd to all; 
When rising dawn the midnight shadows chac'd«— • 
Here, Jet his altar on the shore be plac'd.* 
To Pbehu here perform your pious tows; 
With, such oblations, as the time allows.^ 
I* Hereafter, should his favour guard thistnu*, 
"And lead us safely to H4nnonia*i\ plain; 

* The thighs of^oats his altars then shall find,— 
I* Best offering now, an unpolluted mind/* 990 

fie spake— ^ey rais'd an^altar's hasty pile, 
iVith rolling stones, collected thro' that isle. 
|T1k timid £iwds and mountain goats they chace, 
[Hvit in the woodlands, of that savage place, 
hooter's toil Laiona*s offspring crown'd.* 
[At votive thighs the double cawls surround. 
f^tt these upon the casual altar laid, 
iVy pray te PhebuSf and invoke his aid.* 
"0 source illustrious, of each orient xay, 

* BcDignant giver of the gladsome day i'' lOOo 
lb active measures, round the sacred blaze, 

choir they lead, and lo -P^ans raise. 

frvx'hallow'd soii,j: amid the throng, 
'ves to^e Tbracian lyre melodious song. 
By Phehut* shafb how monster Python fell; 
Where steep Pamatsu^ rocky summits swell. 
£re his. smooth cheeks the youthful down displayed. 
While yet unshorn the golden tresses stray'd.* 



fhehu Eom* 
X Orfhcui. 



\ Another name for Theualy*. 
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** Oh pardon-'-surey ^hy bright and precioas hat 
'^ Flows sdU nnshora ; nor hand pro^ne may da 
** To touch the sacred honours of the head. — 
•* Thy beauteous parent only, as they spread— 
** Dftiighter of Cain — ^may, with hands divine, 
*' Approach the locks, where streaming glories s] 
<* Thy daughters, Pluttat* oft, amid the fight, 
** Corycian nymphs, awak'd his infant might. 
** Then I<h^Io9 echoed o'er the plain, 
•* And still Apotto^i hymns th' enlivening sotmd i 

Such was that hymn.-^Now ceas'd the choral 
With due Hbations, then, the puissant train. 
By solemn oath, their mutual aid combined ; 
One cause, one strength, and one according mi 
-—The sacred things they touch'd, with pious I 
And still preserrM the reverend custom stands. 
And long, in witness of their union vow'd. 
Succeeding times the fane of Concord show'd, 
Rais'd by the chiefs to the benignant pow'r. 
Whose influence govern'd, in that solemn hoar. 

The third fair mom displayed her roseat smil 
And vigorous zephyr's bore them from that isle. 
Then, opposite Sanganui they descried. 
On verdant plains where Mariandyni bide. 
There, Lycui to the sea his current leads ; 
And there her stagnant lake Anthemois spreads. 
These full in view, with swelling sails they past 
All night continuous howl'd the savage blast. 
The straining timbers with the whirlwind groan^ 
And thro' the shrouds the stormy daemons moai 
As dawn approach'd, the storm was lulPd to sl< 
Gladly they gain'd that Achermtan steep« 
Towering the cliffs precipitous «rise; 
And safe below the tranquil harbour lies. 



zsss. 
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Forward it look3» to the BUhynian wave ; 

The rocks beneath the dashing billows lave. 

With growth redundant, on its misty head» 

Enormous planes their dusky foliage spread* 

From thence, a dark and hollow glen descends. 

Indented deep,' and to the mainland tends. 

The dismal cave of Orcut there is found* 

That black o'erhanging rocks and woods surround. 

With chilling influence, deadly vapours rise 1 051 

Unceasing from its mouth, and blot the skies* 

A cold ungenial air prevails around. 

And hoary frosts o'erspread the sterile ground; 

Scarce, when the shafts of noontide glare are felt» 

Their icy chains with transient mildness melt* 

No silence that tremendous region knows 

Friendly to thought, or soft and sweet repose* 

But, toiling ever peals the briny vast. 

And howls the forest bending to the blast* 1070 

The mouths of Acheron incessant roar, 

Where, from the steep, he bellows to the shore* 

It's eastern bound, as, raging in his course. 

He tears the gulphy rock with headlong force. 

Bat after times a difPrent name bestow'd. 

The Soonaulesf* to the deep he flow'd* 

Their sails Nisstan Megaremian* bore. 

Where Mariandyni held the distant shore* 

A shelter from the tempest here they found. 

And hence, the stream that appellation crown'd. 1 080 

Now, past the promontory full in view, 
O'er the calm wave the Greeks their way pursue* 
Then Lycus mark'd them, ruler of that land, 
The Martandyui mark'd the gallant band. 
And well 'twas known, o'er that exulting plain. 
What hand^ the tyrant Amycut had slain. 



* This name denotes the preserver o£ saSVor^* 
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Before the Minyd spread the welcome feme. 

Pledge and assurance of a social aim. 

Round Polhx from their homes the natires floWy 

And honours destin'd for the Gods bestow ; I090 

In convict from th' unjust Behrycians tir'dy 

From wars disastrous gladly they respir'd. 

To Lycui royal seat the crowd repair. 

And crown the banquet Vr4th reception fair : 

The son of JEion^ at the royal bow'o 

In pleasing converse past the social hour : 

« Of PcRas* mandate, his companion's names, 

*' Their soft adventures with the Lemnian dames, 

*' How fatal error sway 'd the DoRan train, 

^* And Cixycus fell breathless on the pUin. 11 00 

** Of great Akida^ how -their band was 'reffe, 

*< On Mysian plains by inadvertence left, 

•* How Glaucui op'd the future to their view, 

■** How the Bebryciant with their king they slew.—* 

•* To Phmeui, then, the prompt narration roll'd, 

** What pangs he suffered, and what ^tes foretold, 

** How teem'd the floating rocks with wild affright, 

■*« The glorious vision, of the god of light.'* 

The tale with pleasure fiU'd the monarch's mind; 
Yet, much he mourned AlciJes left behind. 1 1 10 

And thus among th' assembled chiefs began—-— 
" What loss, my friends, is that unequall'd man! 
" Thro' perils strange to Colchos while you rove, 
** His puissant aid a tow'r of strength might 

prove.— 
« I knew him — not by distant ^unds of fame— 
" But in these halls— to Dascylus he came, 
«« My royal sire, when to his wide domain 
" By knd he past, from Lydta^t wealthy plain. 
*' And bore triumphant^ his ninth labour done, 
^' That dangerous pnzc, ^(i wwYvV^ nw^tiH x^x^'^i* 
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*• Fairest HifpoTtta that trophy own'd. 

'* The down of manhood scarce my cheeks had crown'd. 

^* There, for my brother Prioiaus, slain 1121 

^* In hardy conflict with the My sum train y 

'' A youth yet mourn'd by all the native throng, 

^ In warbled dirge, and elegiac song, 

" The games were held. — The cestus arm*d his hand; 

^ And Titias sunk extended on the sand, 

<* A mighty man, in strength, and manly grace, 

•• Superior to the heroes of his race. — 

" The victor's gaundets were with blood imbru'd, 

** The shattered teeth were on the ground bestrew'd, 

** He to my father's sway the Mysiam brought. 1 130 

** The bordering Phrygians were subjection taught, 

^ And all that region the Btthyntans till, 

•* To Rheba*s\ current, and Colonels hill. 

'• From Pelops sprung the Paphlagonian yields; 

^ Where deep Billeus dashes round the fields. 

•* But, when Alcides was remov'd from sight, 

** Fierce Amycm^ injurious in his might, 

** The savage tyrant of a savage band, 

•* With cruel inroad vex'd our peaceful land, 1 140 

** And wide encroachments; and the ravage spread, 

•* Where Hypius steals, thro* many a grassy mead.— 

^* But, valiant chiefs, ye have aveng'd our wrongs, 

** On that oppressor, and his brutal throngs. 

•* Thee, Pollux^ to the fight some god irapeli'dj 

" And aid divine the dire opponent quelPd.— 

" For these inestimable acts, receive 

•* The best return, a grateful heart can give; 

** Such as the feeble to the mighty owe; 1149 

«* Where thanks and praise are all they can bestow. 

• Queen of the Amazons. 

t Rheha, otherwise called Rhesus^ jot Rbebnj^^ w« 
o££iifynui, falling into the Euxine «t?u 

w 

» 
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<* Yet more, my bob, my Dascylui I send^ 

** To guide your progreas» and your wi^ attend. 

*' While he is pres^nti ux these seas ye find 

'* Each prompt assistance} of the friendly mindf 

** From ally whose shores our Eusdne billows lave, 

** Ev'n where Thermodon mingles with the wave. 

** A tribute to this band in common paid, 

'< Since all in common lent their timely aid« ii.6o 

<< But, from our hands^ these godlike brothers daim 

** Peculiar gratitude, peculiar fame.— 

** Where Acherusian cliffs insult the skies, 

<' To speak my gratitude, a fane shall rise* 

** As future mariners their course pursue, 

** With hallow'd awe, that structure shall they view.-* 

** 1 to the youths, as guarctian pow'r's divine, 

** The fertile space without our walls assign."— 

Thus, thro' the night, their converse they proloBgM, 
With dawn returning, to the ship they throng'd, 1170 
Lycus was there, with gifts uncounted fraught; 
And from the regal dome his offspring brought. 
Now hurries on the mournful doom, that waits 
The son of A^as^ skill'd to read the fates ; 
Could wretched man avoid those ills he sees. 
Or prescience overrule what Heav'n decrees!— 
His hour was come ; — for, where the river spreads^ 
In stagnant marshes, o'er the grassy meads, 
The tusky. boar, tremendous monster, hides; 
And bathes his limbs, and cools his bristly side?. 11 99 
Fear'd even by water nymphs, to man unknown, . 
Amid th' extended marsh he reign'd alone. 
Where the green banks in swelling hillocks grow. 
And choak'd with mud, the river scarce can flow, 
Down the declivity as Idmon ran, 
Th' impetuous foe assaiPd th' incautious man. 
As hid among the lofty tttds Vie Va^j, 
2ie time he watched, and Wi&V4 \)JjQa tDofcip«?i* 
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fie lore the thigh, he snapt the nerve and hone. 
I7he son of jibas^ with a dreadful groan, 1 200 

lliat pierc'd each heart, fell bleeding on the ground.— 
JL(0ud shouts of anguish from his comrades sound.^- 
.As, backward to his marsh the monster flew; 
With erring haste the javelin Peleut threw, 
Around the savage turned, to seek his foe.— 
Iron Id4U^ hand, he feds Uie deadly blow-— 
He grinds his tusks, and writhes around the lance. 
The Miny£ to their wounded friend advance. 
They leave the monster weltering in his gore. 
And bear the son of Abas * to the shore, 12 10 

Convulsive sobbing in the pangs of death ; 

And soon within their arms he yields his breath. 
Care of the voyage flies the general mind, 

And every thought is to the dead confin'd. 

Three days — continual days, the dead they mourned. 

The fourth with solemn pomp the corse inurn'd. 

And royal Lycus, with his sut^ct train, 

Attend the funeral rites for Idmon slain. 

Full many a victim to his memory bled; 

And high they rear'd the mound, and widely spread. 

And still that monument his memory keeps. 1 22 1 

The sailor sees it, as he ploughs the deeps. 

An olive trunk, upon the summit plac'd, 

Ev*n now remains with verdant foliage grac'd. 

Near to xhsHiAcherustan hill it lies; 

And — if the bard may speak without disguise. 

Taught by the muse, Apollo^ s voice divine, 

Warn'd the Baotian^ and Nisaan line, 

When to that shore they came, with solemn rite. 

To win protection, from the parted sprite, 1230 

*"ni> as their tutelary pow'r to call; 

And Toimd that olive draw th* intended \va\\. 



* Idmon^ 
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<— Mistaken raen*-^no tokens of regard- /;*? .'^>-,^\ 

From them awaited that JEolian bard. ^'V.%SU7 

No solemn rites departed IJmon found; 

Th* erroneous honours Agamestor crownM.— 

But— why that groan \ — another hero lost 

With general sorrow fills th' assembled host. 

Oh say, for whom the sad sepulchral toil ; 

Say, to whose memory swells the rising soil? 1240 

Still* side by side, the verdant mounds appear. 

And tell, that mighty men lie buried there. 

The son of Agnias here, 'tis said, repos'd. 

Here all his wand'rings thro' the deep were clos'd. 

While the last rites the band to Idmon gave, 

A transient sickness swept him to the grave. 

His loss with anguish every bosom thrill'd. — 

When now the last sad office was fulfil'd; 

In mute despair, with downcast eyes, the train 

Sate motionless beside the toiling main. 125Q 

Absorbed in grief, upon their loss they dwelt; 

Nor care of food, nor pangs of thirst they felt. 

His skill essential to their safety seem'd; 

And lost with him their hopes of home they deem'd. 

But Juno raark'd their sufPrings, and possest 
With wond*rous daring strong Ancoius* breast. 
Where Imbrasus descends to meet the wavet 
To Neptune him Astypaled gave.— 
Supremely skiil'd the laboring bark to guide, 
To Peleui thus with eagerness he cry'd. ii6% 

** Why, son of JEacus, desert our toil, 
•' And sit desponding on a foreign soil ? ' ■ 
*• Think me not chiefly excellent in war, 
♦* Me, whom from Samos Jason leads so far. 
** Not with such skill I grasp the lance and shield, 
** As ships I govern, in tlie wat'ry field.- 



They did not und^istatkA ^Vvt ox^d^^ 
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" Why should our band the future voyage fear?— — 

" Full many a skilful mariner is here, 

" The helm let any of that number keep- — 

*• From danger free we navigate the deep." 127© 

His words with transport filPd the warrior's breast. 
His bold companions soon the chief* addrest. 
•• Why, comrades, cherish unavailing grief? — 
** Complaints and tears a£ford us no relief.-— 
•• Tho' great our loss, yet, this adventVous band 
*' May glory still in many a pilot's hand.— 
'* No more the time in lamentations waste.— 
** Rouse to your tasks, and on the voyage haste. 

** Where, Pekuif {Jojon cry'd, with doubtful mind) 
** Where shall our band these boasted pilots find ? — 
^ For blackest omens with despondence fill i»8s 

** Those, whom we late extoll'd for naval skilL 
** My heart presages some disastrous doonr, 
** With those that sleep already in the tomb. 
•• If Heav'ns decree withholds us from the plains, 
" And stately walls, where fierce JEgfet reigns; 
** If this devoted train shall pass no more 
•• The floating rocks, or view the Grecian shore $ 
" In dark oblivion sunk, and lost to praise, 
•• Here shall we pine an useless length of days.'*— — ^ 

He ceas'd— ^nr^ftii eagerly replied ^ 129^ 

And offered thro' the deep their ship to guide. 
Some pow'r divine impell'd.-— Th' important task 
JSrginuif NaupRus^ and Eupbemus ask. 
The crowd repell'd their claim. — ^The general voice 
PronouDc'd Ancmu object of their choice. 

Now, the twelfth morn displayed her radiance fair,—' 
Th' assembled Mmya to their ship repair. 
Foil in their stern, loud sang the western blast; 
And Acheron yffith oars they swiftly fa&X. \^c^Q 
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The breeze they trust; the canvas wide dispkyy 
And cut with swelling sails their tranquil way. 
Now, past CaUicborusy they swiftly drove. 
Where fable sings, of old, the son of Jroe^ 
Nyseian call'd from tribes of Indian strain. 
Triumphant turning to the Tbeban plain* 
Performed his orgies, as he past along. 
And round the cavern led the choral throng, — 
(The chearless cavern of unbroken night 
Where slept the god) — amid the hallow'd rite. IJIO 
The natives hence impos'd that river's name* 
Hence to the cave its appellation came.* 

And now the beach the stately barrow show9. 
Where the remains of Stbeneks repose. — 
Ahtdes led his youthful steps from far, 
With Jmav^ns to wage adventurous war* 
Returning, here th' untimely doom he bore. 
An arrow pierc'd hira, on the fatal shore. 
Ere from that spot the Grecian vessel fled, 
Persephone^ fair empress of the dead, IJJO 

(The warrior's mournful pray'r such pity raov'd) 
Anxious to greet the native bands he lov'd, 
AllowM the shade from Stygian gloom to rise, . 
With those dear objects to rejoice his eyes. 
High on the, summit of his tomb he stood. 
And viewed the vessel dancing o'er the flood. ■ 
Such, as in life, appeared th' illustrious shade. 
In beauty stern, in panoply array'd. 
His graceful head a radiant helmet prest, 
The cone of purple wav'd a fourfold crest. 1330 

Short space conspicuous, hovering o'er his tomb, 
He sunk — he vanished, in eternal gloom.— 

The band with fear that awful vision fill'd. 
When Mopsus thus, (to tead \]tvt i\3X\tt^ %V\\Vd^\ 



* CV?//;V>i(?rttj.-- ¥roiiilv/o Gi^OJL\iot^^. 
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•• Repair to Janet; and let th* advcnt'rons tram 

** A warrior's favour with libations gain/'——* 

Oootracted round the mast the sails they drew; 

.A.id to the shore tenacious cables threw. 

*JL"hen, busied on- the land, the tomb around. 

They pour'd libations, and the victims crown*d, 1340 

Such Yictims, as the realms of night demand, 

-/Vnd burn their entrails, with religious hand.- ■ 

^^ut, hi apart from the funereal rite, 

"Xhcy place an altar to the god of light, 

A?Vhose chearing inffuencc mariners desire ; 

-And bum the victims on the halloVd pyre, 

Mis lyre upon dhrt altar Orpheus plac'd; 

*Ihe region hence the name of Lyra grac'd. 

Now, calling them from land, the breeze prevails. 
Xmhsirking, from the yard they spread die sailis. 1350 
*Xhe ship impetuous hurried thro' the deeps, 
Swift as thro' liquid air the falcon sweeps, 
^hen, to the breeze resign'd, from high she springs, 
-And darts unmoving on her levelled wings, 
^cre U) the shore Part^enins smooth descend^j 
Ceudest of streams, her course the vessel bends; 
Oft will tie virgin Artemis repair, 
^Kh steps delighted, to those waters fair. 
Are bathes the huntress, when the chace she flies, 
^nd hastes, to join the banquet of the skies. 13^^ 
-All day^ untir'd by Seramus they steer, 
'^hcre Eruthiman hills their summits rear, 
^ed, past Crobtalusj* and Cromnas stood, 
And dark Cytorus crown'd with waving wood. 
When morning, now, began to dart her ray, 
•Ground Caramhis they pursued their way. 



* Crobtalus'^Cnmnas, ■ ■' See notes in the second 
''olume. 
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Assiduous at their oars the hardy band 

Impell'd the Tessel past a length of strand. 

All day» and the succeeding night they toil; 

And soon their labours reach th* Assyrian soiL 1370 

There Jove the daughter of As9pus placed, 
"With chastity in?iolable gracM» 
Sittope* — from the god she won, with art. 
That gift unfriendly to th* enamour'd heart*— 
The fair deceiver cryM, " Almighty Jove^ 
«« My wish perform, and I return, thy loye.*'*— ^^ 
The god assented. — At her lovcr*s hands» 
Virginity the crafty maid demands. 
With equal art she mock'd Apollo* s flame^ 
And unpolluted kept a Wrgin*s name* Ijte 

Her lore in vain the river Hdlys tried. 
Nor god nor mortal won her for a bride. 
Here still abode three warriors brave and youngs 
From &m'd Deimachui in Tricca sprung, 
DeHcoUi PilogiuSf not unknown to fame^ 
With bold Autolycuti no vulgar name. 
In exile here they were content to bide. 
Since first they left the godlike hero's side. 
With much-enduring Hercules^ from far 
They came, to share that Ama%oman war.— 1390 
When now the welcome ship appeared in view. 
With eager footsteps to the beach they flew.-* 
They hail the Miny£% as they gain the shore; 
Their names^ their leaders, and their course explore.-* 
These known, they wish no longer to remain. 
But haste on board, to join the gallant train,-— 
Louder and louder sounds the western blast; 
The mouth of Halys in their course they past. 



* Sittoptf a city of Pontiu. The birth place o[ Dio* 
^en<s the cynic. 
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And IriSf as their gliding course they ho1d» 

Is past) a neighbour stream to Halyt roll'd» 1400 

They pass Auyria^ with alluvions itA^ 

Encroaching still on ocean's oozy bed. 
Now^ with a circuit wide» they compassed round 

The cliffs of Amaxoniy where ports abound. 

Akidet here by stratagem detained 

Fair Melamppe^* till the prize he gain'd. 

Daughter of Mart^ and as a ransom bore 

The varied girdle^ that her sister wore*' 

Ktfpolyta the precious trophy paid ;. 

And from the chief received the captive maid. 14 po 

A harbour there Tbermodon*s outlet forms, 

A welcome refuge, from the raging storms.. , 

No river can with this resemblance boast, 

RoU'd thro' such numerous channels to the coasts 

Let four be added, from its fruitful head. 

An hundred streams afEliated spread. 

From mountains high the parent spring distils^ 

That take the name of Amazoman hills. 

One channel first the downward current binds^. 

Ere yet re^stance in his course he finds f I^ilO 

But uplands soon, to thwart his progress, swells 

And hills opposed the backward flood repel.^ 

Then, as the sloping ground affords a way,. 

Now here, now there, the winding currents strays 

Some near, some distant, in meanders creep. 

Some perish nameless,, ere they gain the deep* 

A few their parent to the main attend, 

The winding shore, where Eux'tne billows rend*^ 

There, tho* the band from storms a shelter fbund^ 
They bode reluctant near that hostile ground. 1430* 



* Htppolyta was queen of the Amazonty and Mdcfi^ 
u^ her sister. 
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With warlike Amaxon/f their longer stay 
Brings fierce contentian, and no bloodless (ray; 
Those plains they held, a race inur'd to strife, 
The foes of civil rights, and social life ; 
For cruel injuries thehr cares engage ; 
And wrongs they perpetrate ; and wars they wage. 
Them to the warrior god, Harmonta bore ; 
And from their sire descends the thirst of gore. 
Th' Acmontan shades beheld the fierce embrace, 
That fiird the region, with a martial race. I 

Again the Zephyrs blew, by Jov^s command ; 
And bade them leave that inauspicious land ; 
Else Themiscyra* soon, with rude alarms, 
Had seen th* assembled Ama%bns in arms. 
For, not combined within one wall they bide ; 
A threefold tribe, the region they divide.— 
Hippolyta beneath her warlike reign 
Held Themiscyra^ with the subject plain. 
From seats remote Lycasttan trdops advance. 
And bold Chadesitmsy trained to wield the lance.— 
Another day, another night had rolPd.— i 

The land of Chalyhes they now behold. 
To them nor vine nor orchard plarit is dear; 
The glebe they turn not, with the patient steer; 
Nor bleating flocks in dewy meadows feed ;— 
Severer toils employ that hardy breed. 
Their sinewy arms earth's inmost entrails feel. 
From stubborn clods they force the tempered steel. 
Their food they win, from unproductive soil; 
And never morn allows repose from toil ; i 

While, black and grim with smoke, with ashes blei 
Thro' ceaseless labour painful life they bear. 

Then, sailing round the cape, that tow'rs above 
Graced with the name of Gcncttton ^wit. 



A city and disluct bAoT\^vR^ x^ xiaa Ama% 
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Advancing in their coarse^ th* adventurous band 

Were borne along the Tihareniam ]and. 

Among that race strange usages they find, 

Isrerting all the customs of mankind. 

When to the light their infant offspring rise. 

The husbands utter groans, and piercing cries; 1470 

With many a bandage bind the drooping heady 

And helpless sink* upon the sickly bed. 

The wives for them the choicest food prepare^ 

And baths adapted for the teeming fav.— 

A region, then, they past, and sacred hill. 

Where tow*rs of wood the Mottyrutci filR 

In stages high they rear the wooden frame; 

And fix>ra th' abodes the people take their name.* 

Far difPrent institutes their conduct sway^ 

From all the roles, that common men obey. 148O' 

The public objects^ we are wont to treat. 

Id the wide forum, and the crouded street, 

With strange and studied secrecy diey veil. 

And deep in privacies of home conceal. 

Wfaatiiative instincts, and the voice of famc» 

From public view discard, as acts of shame» 

Unchecked and shameless, as tiiose henis that ^ze^ 

Such they perform in the meridian blaze. 

Unknown to them the reverential awe. 

That in a brother's eye can read the law. 1490 

Nor lasting harmonies, of kindred mind'. 

Nor contracts firm in wedded union bind. 

The public way, the meadow, and the grove 

Are all the scenes of base promiscuous Iove» 

Withm the highest towV the king resides. 

And equal justice for the crowd provides* , 

* Motsyni and JEct$i.'^T^o Greek words of corres^ 
t^^iing sense. 
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Wo to the sovereign !— should hb erring sense 
Pervert the right, or partial law dispense. 
His vengeful sutgects close him in his towV, 
Till pining £imine brings the n^ortal hour. ip 

This region past» all day they ply'd their oarsi 
Whiley near them lay Aretias' sea-girt shores. 
(The breeze had languished the preceding night,) 
On high the bird of Mart pursued his flight. 
An inmate of that isle, thro' air he springs. 
And o'er the rapid vessel shakes hb wings; 
Then, shot a feather, pointed as a dart; 
Oileus* shoulder felt the sudden smart.*^ 
His oar fell idle from his powerless hand.-~ 
Amaze and terror fill'd the gazing band; 151 

At such a weapon, rushing from on high* 
At such a foe, suspended in the sky. 
Then ErihoteSf from his station near. 
Arose, with pity fiU'd and mingled fear.^ 
His friend's relief employs his tender skill; 
His gentle hands extract the feather'd ill. 
Then, from the sheath, his baldrick he unbound, 
A ligature to close the gaping wound. 
But, now, pursuing his companion's flight, 
A second bird attracts their wondering sight. 15 
'Gainst him, witli steady aim, the bow was bent. 
The son o£ Eurytus* an arrow sent. 
Nor sent in vain. — The flying death he feels; 
And round, in many a dizzy circle, wheels. 
Then, near them falls.— The son of Aleut -f broke 
The general silence, and the croud bespoke. — 

«« Th' expected isle, Aretias, lies full near. 
** These birds, undoubted harbingers appear.-— 
** How shall our band thb hateful tribe assail? 
" Our stock of arrows in th' assault must fkil. 15 



Ciytiuin . \ Am^hxdamnu^ 
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*^ Let prudencci theoi combine her ai(Ung hand; 

** If there^ as Pbtneus bids^ we mean to land*— 

^* When mat Alddes^ on Arcadu^i soil, 

•* Pursued the progress of his glorious toil, 

<< From fair Stymphaiw* wide expanse, to chace 

*• The brooding Floides^ pernicious race, 

'* Most foul and hateful of the plumy kind;-— 

" I saw the chief. — His quiver he resign'd^ 

** His station on a lofty rock he took. 

'* His mighty hands, the brazen cymbals shook. 1540 

<* Far fled the brood abhorred, on sounding wings, 

** And darken'd air with screams of terror rings.— 

*' I speak, with past experience for my guide. 

** Some apt expedient let us now provide. 

" While crested helmets every head defend; 

•* To row, by turns, let half our number bend; 

•* Half from the deck the burnish'd shield displayi, 

** And shake the lance, to scare the foes away. 

^ All, at one instant, raise terrific cries ^ ^549 

^ Th' unwonted clamours shall the brood surprise. 

'* The voice, the nodding crest, the brandishM speari 

" Shall daunt the swarms with salutary fear. 

^' And when that isle receives our gallant crew, 

^^ Then clash your shields, your clamours then renew.'' 

He ceas'd-^the counsel just applauses found; 
And all their heads with brazen helmets crown'd. 
Terrific splendour ; and with purple glow'd 
The crests^ that nodded as by turns they row'd. 
Some, on the deck the spear and shield extend, 
A warlike roof, the vessel to defend. "^SZ^ 

As when the roof of tiles some builder forms. 
At once an ornament and shade from storms; 
Adapted each to each, in order'd rows, 
The shields to shields, and spears to spe^x% Oci^^ ^^v^« 

And such the din, as when, with bo^tA^ t^^^^ 

ConiicUDg myrUds furious 'battle v/ajp* 
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The clamourif filPd the air, while distant faf^ 

No bird, as yet, perceiv'd that show of war. 

But, when, approaching that infested ground^ 

Their shields they clash'd with a terrific sound; 1570 

In clouds on clouds the hateful birds arise^ 

And scatter far and wide with piercing cries. 

As o'er some city when Saturnlan Jove 

Drives hail in storms, loud pattermg fi*om above; 

O'er the broad roofs, along the spacious walls. 

The shiver'd cloud in deafening volley falTs; 

The populace survey th' ethereal arch. 

And in the blackness see the tempest march; 

Each door and avenue with caution bar; 

And shun appalPd, that elemental war;. 1 580 

Thus, clouds of feathers on their bucklers felT; 

Their bucklers thus the sounding storm repel. 

But, why should Phlneus send the godlike bandjt 
To such a welcome, and a desert land ? ■ 
What gain allures? — what pleasures may redound? 
—The sons of Phryxus on that isle they found.— 
From £a, where the rule ^etes bore, 
A ship of Colchos seeks their native shore. 
A dying father's last commands to keep, 
They launch the vessel, and they plough the deep«. 
To gain the treasures, which a countless hoard, 1591 
His mansion held, for his descendants stor'd'. 
That day their pinnace near Arettas past; 
As Jove from high impell'd the northern blast; 
When, moist Arcturus rising in his train. 
Brings the chill tempest, and the drifted raim 
By day, the breeze along the forest strays, 
And shakes the boughs, and with the foliage pbys. 
By night, ascending with collected force, 
He swells the billows, in his howling course. 1660 
A settled gloom the face of Heav'n invades. 
And not a star can pierce tikve biog^^tioaiA^u 
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Drench'd with the beating rain, and dashing wsfes^ 

And tost at random, as the whirlwind raves^ 

The sons of Fbryxus see the billows rise; 

And near perdition glares before their eyes. 

The mast gives way; the sail, to fragments toroy 

Flies scattered, on the shrieking tempest borne. 

Th' infuriate wave, with sway resistless dartSj 

And strikes the bark — the bark asunder parts. i6lO 

Then, sudden, by divine suggestion taught, 

A mighty beam, the sons of Phryxu* caught^ 

As brac'd with spikes the wreck lay floating romid.^— 

Here clung the brothers; and their safety ftmnd. 

The winds and billows, from impending deaths 

Waft to that isle their poor remains, of breath. 

Now burst the clouds, in deluges of rain» 

Bod) on that isle, and the surrounding main.. 

O'er isle, and continent the torrents fly. 

Regions, that opposite jiretias lie 1620 

O'er isle and continent, whatever place— 

The Mossjnaci hold, injurious race. 

Now the strong impulse of the billows bore 

That timber, with the brothers to the shore.-^ 

They landed in the deepest gloom of night; 

The rdny torrents fled the dawning light. 

To meet the strangers, as the Mmy£ ran, 
In plaintive accents Argus thus began.— 
•* By Jove all-seeing, hear the suppliant's pray*r, 
•* Whatever race of mortal men ye are. 1630 

** The howling tempests, that the billows sweep 
•* Have dashM our bark, in fragments o'er the deep. 
" Where sunk in sorrows, and with want opprest, 
•* We late embarked. — Oh let the generous breast 
•* With pity hear the suff'ring brothers* cry; 
*' And humblest raiment to their want supply. 
*' Equal in birth and woe^, an hapless U^* 
" We reap our $ud iolieritaiKe of pain. 
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** Id us, your brethren, your companions know; 

** Since born of women, all are born to woe« 1640 

*' To hospitable J^ove are suppliants- dear, 

** His chosen care, — in us, the God revere.— ^ 

'* Mercy to man regard to Heaven may prove^ 

** And pitying tears are ofPrings worthy jfovi*^ 

** For J^ove maintains the hospitable tie, 

^ And o'er the stranger casts a guardian eye." 

Him ^ason questions, with a prudent aim^ 
For Phineus* sayings his attention claim. 
And near completion seem.-*-^* Whatever the mind 
** Benevolent performs, expect to find. — i6j» 

** What country, say, was erst your dwelling placed 
** Say, what distresses o'er the billows chase E 
** What names, ye hear, with verity disclose, 
•* And whence the lineage of your fiither's flows..'^ 

Perplex'd with misery, Argus thus replied.—* 
^ From land to land the hmt has traveU'd wide» 
^ How Pbryxus^ sprung, from JEolut^ of yore,. . 
*' Exchanged his native land for JEa^s shore, 
•* To you well known. — The ram, with golden fleece, 
*• Convey'd th' illustrijous fugitive from Greect^ 1660 
** Still to be seen the trophy'd fleece remains*. 
** A branching oak the precious freight sustains^ 
w When, past the perils of the deep, he gain'd 
" The distant regions, where JE'etes reign'd;. 
*• The ram, that bore him safely o'er the tide,t 
•* At once the prophet and the victim died, 
•« Victim to Jove^ the guardian of his flight.— 
** JE^etes then, with hospitable rite, 
** Within his stately walls received the guest, 
" Close to himself by bonds of marriage prest, 1-670 
** Chaklope his daughter fair bestow 'd, 
'* And gave the maid uu3&VdL^tid.\ixiwvd.wiM,* 



* Uiiendowed*i—lfoT»\i^ \ii^ c?3,^waQV\iKvw.t^ 



«c 
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** (Nor pow'r nor wealth the naked stranger brought) 
** The bond of love* die pledge of friendly thought.-— 
•• Their children we — our sire, by years oppresti 
** Within JEeUt* palace sunk to rest. 
•• We saiPdy obedient to his last desire^ 
*• To seek the wealth of AthamaSf his sire, 
*• Stored in Orcbonuntu. — But, would ye hear 

The names> that I and these my brethren bear. 

Your aid, with Argus y Cytuorus claims, i68p 

** Milat^ and Phronik. — All ill-fated names.'' 

He ceas'd—this meeting charm'd the gen'ral breast* 
All, with affection, round the strangers prest. 
•And gaz'd upon them, with admiring eyesf 
III language apt, while yason thus replies. 
^ Much pitied youths, ye find, amid this band* 
" Nor soul averse, nor unperforming hand* 
^ In double right our aid must be -supplied* 
** Brothers in sufferings, and in blood allied; 
** Third in descent, from Atbamas ye spring, J 690 
•* And I my parentage from Cretbeus bring. 
** At equal distance, from a common sire, 
** Thro' them, we catch the sparks of vital fire* 
** I seek the region, where JEeUs sways, 
** With these, my friends — ^but this for future days— » 
^* Now — take such raiment as your plight demands. 
** And thank the Gods, that sent you to our hands*" 

He ceas'd, and garments from the vessel gave* 
To clothe their members, shivering from the wave* 
With hasty step the shrine of Man they sought; 1700 
AiKi consecrated flocks for off'ring brought.-— 
Around hb altar croud an eager train ; 
Of stones unhewn, it stood without the fane* 
Within, by barbarous worship long rever'd* 
A shapeless symbol of the God appear' d. 

die dowry was not giyen by the iwifc, VwX ^^^^ ^^^ 
basband* 
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Deep fix'd a black and massy column stands, 

Addrest with rows, by yfmazonian bands. 

Nor sheep» nor oxen, to the fane they drive, 

Nor common entrails to the flames they give; 

But stall-fed horses, that ferocious race 1710 

In morsels cut, and on their altars place. 

The rites performed, the banquet held its place^ 
And all the train the calls of hunger chace. 
When Jason thus. — " Th' all-seeing eye of y6ve, 
" The deeds of mortals ponder from above. 
•• The good and just are his peculiar care ; 
** And never should the virtuous man despair? 
** He snatch'd your father from a step-dame's wwh^ 
** And strew'd with boundless wealth his hfoi'd pttk 
" And you, his progeny belov'd, he keeps tflO 

•* Unharm'd by tempests, and the raging deeps; 
** On your desh-es behold our vessel wait.— 
*< Embark with freedom, and pursue your fiite^ 
•* To Colcbos steer, or mansions of your line 
** In Pthtan seats, Orchomenus divine. 
** Our ship is hallow'd : for Minerva* t hand 
^* The timber hew'd, and fashion'd for our band. 
** The sacred oaks from PePton^s summit came ; 
<«■ And, taught by Pallas^ jirgus join'd the frame. 
** Your vessel yielded to the waves and wind, 1 73^ 
** But greater dangers yet remain behind, 
** l^hc narrow streight, where floating rocks are fbundf 
** That clash incessant, with tremendous sound.— 
*« Alike with you we seek the Grecian plain ; 
•< But aid as first the golden fleece to gain; 
** And guide our course. — Oblations shall be paid> 
** With solemn rites to soothe your father's shade. 
** The vengeance then of angry Jove may cease; 
** And leave the sons of JEolus in peace." 

He paus'd; and terror ceas'd the hearer's mtadj 
Who knew JEci^i form'd of stetue^v. Vatid. ^K | 
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To bear away from him the £eece of goId» 
Appeared a task, that might appal the bold. 
Solicitous to shun that rash emprize, 
[In terms dissuasive Argut thus replies.-— 

«* O friends, whene'er th' emergence shall require. 
Our feeble aid shall second your desire.— 
But ColcbosI — how the thought with terror chills! 
[" Such savage cruelty JEctes fills!— 
r He boasts his lineage from the god of day; 1750 
'* And countless are the tribes that own his sway. 
** In dreadful voice, in strength and warlike pride» 
•* He dares to vie with Mars^ the homicide.— 
" The guardian monster let your eyes behold, 
** And then aspire, to win the fleece of gold ! 
^ A serpent vast; exempt from death and sleep, 
" Produced by earth on the Caucasian steep. 
** Where black the Typhaonktn* rocks arise, 
" And thunderstruck enormous Typhon lies.— 
<* His impious hands were raised, with madding ire; 
** And on his head descends th' eternal fire. 1761 
*< Warm, smoaking firom the wound the gore distils. 
** To Nytsa*s plains he fled, and rising hills. 
■* There, chain'd in iron sleep, no more to wake, 
•• He rolls ; and o'er him spreads the vast Serhonian lake** 
— »He ceas'd — and paleness on each visage dwelt; 
For all the terrors of that conflict felt.— 
Bat Psleut thus his hardy speech addrest.— - 
<* O friend, expel despondence from thy breast. 
'< Nor strength we want, nor skill in war's alarms, 
«< With fierce JEetes to contend in arms. — 1771 

*« What, tho' from Gods he draws his vaunted line ; 
<* We too can boast an origin divine^ 
•• Let him the fleece concede ; or haply, vain 
•• His heav'nly lineage, and his subject train." 



* See aot€$ m the second volume. 
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Thus speech alternate wing*d away the hour; 
The banquet done, they yield to slumber's pow*r. 
The morn, with rising gales, disperst their sleep. 
And gentle murmurs call'd them to the deep. 
They raisM their sails, the canvas caught the wind* 
And soon they left that isle of Mars behind* 1781 
The night succeeding, with propitious bUsti 
Along the shores of PhUyra they past. 
There, Chronusy eldest progeny of Hcav'n, 
To thine embrace fair Philyra was giv'n; 
When from Olympus thou the Titans swa/d^ 
And yon>e was in the Cretan cavern laid! 
There, the Curetesy fill'd with pious fears» 
Norst the young sov'reign of the starry sphered 
— Tho' studious to withdraw from Rbea^s tye, 1790 
What arts the glance of jealousy may fly? 
Th' offended wife surprised their guilty lofCSp 
Changed to a horse, the conscious husband roves. 
Through shame, the nymph, fair daughter of ^e aai^ 
Forsook she favorite seat, the native plain; 
The lofty mountains of Pelasgia sought ; 
And there to birth a monstrous offspring brought*— 
In origin, part bestial, part divine. 
He bore resemblance of the mingled Knc.*— 
The region of Macrones they survey; 190a 

And plains immense, where the Bechin sway. 
These, in their voyage, past, the shores they trace* 
Where the Saplrians dwell, a lawless race. 
Still onward borne, by the propitious blastj 
They ploughed the deep, and the By%eres past. 
Its ample bay the Colchtan shore reveals; 
And Caucasus his head in Heav'n conceals* 
There, 'mid the rocky crags, that rise around^ 
With brazen shackles was Prometheus bound* 
Hb vitals are the famish'd eagle's food, S9I9 

Stili, stiJl deyottr'd> and e^timovt x^tMtVd* 
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Still the dire feast the bird of carnage bringSy 
To dip the beak in gore, and £ap the wings.-^ 
That eve they saw him, by the twilight pale : 
At first, beneath the cloudsy he seem'd to sail. 
They heard him scream, terrific as he past, 
Vi^th levelled pinions o'er itit lofty mast. 
Their canvas flotter'd, as his plumage moves. 
No bird he seems, that field aerial roves ; 
Buty like some vessel, borne by sail and oars, 1920 
Ample and dark, with steady flight he soars. 
Oh, 800D they hear most lamentable sounds ; 
With shrieks of torture all the air resounds.— 
Canst thou, O wretch, withdraw th' accustom'd feast? 
What hope? what means to shun the direful guest? 
Till from the cliffs returning, gorg'd with food, 
Sldwly he sails, distilling drops of blood. 

While night prevailed, by Argus taught, they found ' 
The mouths oi Pbasis, and the Cokhian bound; 
The sails and yards within their places stor'd; 1930 
And laid th' inclining mast along the board. 
With oars the mighty current they ascend, 
That gurgles hoarse, and to the stroke they bend. 
The rocks of Caucasus^ that meet the sky. 
And Scytbkm JEa^ on the left hand lie : 
The plains of Man were on the right displayed. 
And consecrated groves, with horrid shade. 
The guardian serpent, there, that never slept, 
The fleece, suspended *mid the foliage, kept — • 
In Jason* s hand the golden goblet flam'd ; 1940 

With awful rev'rence many a pow'r he nam'd. 
Libations pure were on the stream bestow'd; 
And next for Earth the racy vintage flow'd; 
Then, to the deities that haunt the soil; 
And shades of heroes freed from mortal toil. 
<* Hail native pow'rs ! propitious be the strand. 
^< In safety juard us, as ye guard the laad*"-^ 
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Jncsus then. — ** Behold the Cokbian jJainSy 
*^ And Fhoiii reached :<«^what counsel now remami 
*< Think, with JEitesp how we may prevail; i 
<< How soothe with art, or with success assail.*' 
He ceas'd — as ^rgtu bids, th' heroic race 
In the 'mid stream their ship at anchor place. 
The trees above wave gloomy o'er their heads; 
Below, the stream its stagnant water spreads. 
They court the gifts of slumber, thro' the night; 
And hail with gladness the returning light. 



THE EMD OF THE SECOND seOK. 



EOOK THE THIRD. 



• ARGUMENT. 

^ifw and Minerva^ having consulted together ho.w 
they may best aid the Argonauts in their enterprizey 
resolve to apply to Ventu. — They persuade her, to 
send Ct^d to inspire Medea with love for Jasou*^^ 
That hero, with the sons of Phrytctu^ preaenting 
himself before JEete*^ demands of him the golden 
fleece. — ^Thc monarch, enraged at this bold applict- 
tIoD| propounds tremendous, and, as he thought, 
impracticable tasks, as the means of obtaining the 
fleece.— These were, to yoke the bulls breathing 
^re.««To sow the dragon's teeth ; and reap the har- 
vest of armed men.— In the meantime, Fenut £nds 
Cufid playbg at dice with Ganymede. — She bribes 
her SOD, with a coupk of golden balls, to co-operate 
10 the design of inflaming Medea with love^— -The 
passion and mental conflicts of that princess are de- 
scribed.-— She resigns herself wholly to the dominioii 
of love; and, under the influence of that emotiony 

determines to assist Jcuon in his enterpriae. S he 

has an interview with the young hero, at the temple 
of /T^fo/^.— ^he furnishes him with a certain medi- 
* cameotf composed of enchanted herbs and drugs; by 
which he should be enabled to endure the fiery breath 
of the bulk. — ^And instructs him, how he is to con- 
duct himself, so as to avoid the fury of the etrtk- 
hom brothers, who weric to spring up from the dra- 
gon's teeth.-— The fatal day arriveB.-— yi»««9 diiy 
iastmcted and prepared, enters on his task, with ala- 
cnty ^; ■!■ D eteriptson of fait yoking the bvlk) com- 
pelling tfaem to wMiEf aiMl Mwipg tbft dnf^% 
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— ^Thc harvest of armed men springs up. — Jastrnt^ 
he had been previously instructed^ throws a stoae 
among them.— They begin to fight* and destroy each 
other.— >ya/oii exterminates, the survivors. ■ ■ j&to 
beholds the scene with rage and despair. 



Comb Erato ^^ sweet parent of the song* 
That tells the feelings of th' enamour'd throng. 
Relate* how yason^ from that Cokhian shore* 
The fleecy treasure to ThessaRa bore. 
While artful love to Pallas lent his aid* 
And gentle phrensy fir'd the royal maid. 
The tender wars of Vtnut are thy care; 
Thy melting numbers soothe the virgin fair. 
' Oh soft historian of the lover's flame* 
Hence are thy songs* and hence th' endearing name* 
Yet undetemiin'd on their future way, n 

The Grecian band conceal'd in sedges lay. 
Meantime* the daughter and the wife of Jonit 
Consult, sequestered from the pow'rs above. 
When to their fragant chamber they repair^* 
)^ot Jove himself their sacred counsels shar'd. 
The converse first from royal Juno^ mov'd. 
Anxious to learn* what wisdom's powbr approvM. 

** Daughter of Jove^ what purpose fills thy mind? 
•* Say* what expedient can thy wisdom find? ^ 

** What soothing speech from stern JEetes gains 
** The fleece of gold? — what stratagem obtains?—' 
• «' Fierce as he is* much labour it will ask. 
<* But shall immortals shun an arduous task?^ 

She ceas'd — and Paf/as thus — ** Revolving thought 

" Already with the favourite theme is fraught. 

— — -^ 

* The muse) who ipte«id!td w«t Vs^^ <vgi4 Ya^^^N"^ 
called from the Grcei nvgi^ eroo. 
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** From scheme to scheme^ I turn my doubtful mlndy 
" Yctt none propitious to the Greekt I find." — 

Sbe pausM — and both upon the pavement keep 
Their glances lixM» in mediution deep. 3^ 

Then Juno.^^*^ Let us seek the queen of charms j 
^ And gain her son to lend his powerful arms. 
" Let him inflame the fair Medea^s heart. 
*' Philtres she knows, and many a magic art. 
^ His gende weapons shall invade her rest; . 
" And love for Jason fill th' enamour'd breast. 

** The slave of fond desire, she may unfold 

" Expedients, that slia}I win the fleece of gold.^' 
Minerva with the prudent speech accords^ 

And thus replies, in soft and gentle words.-— 40 

** My sire produced me, of impassive kind. 

** Love's fond artillery never touch'd my miad. 

** UnskiH'd I am, in amorous hopes and fears. 

**Yct, if this engine of such force appears; 

" Let Mfowledge still o'er inexperience sway;— . 

** I freely follow where you point the way."— 

They sought the palace of the Cyprian queen; 

A spadous pile, where Vulcan's hand was seen. 

lie beauteous bride when sov^ran Jove bestow'dy 

His choicest skill th' impassion'd workman showM. 
'Hie courts they past, and found the portals clos'dy 5 1 
Where the fond spouse his bridal bed disposed. — . 
WiA fairest hands the Goddess deck'd the bedi ^ 
% wonted labours while her husband sped.-^ 
His forge, )iis anvil, and £h' erratic isle 
Inrite him early, to the scene of toil, 
Wher^ aii the wonders of his art he made. 
Recesses deep, that cavem'd fires pervade. 

Full opposite the porta!, on a throne. 
That circled round the Goddess sate alone* fio 

I/er tresses Boated on her shoulders fair» ^ 

4 -comb of gold adjusts her radiant hair. 

Q 
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The queen of beauty then her cares bestowM^ 
In braids prolix to weave her locks, that flowM; 
Like streaming sunshine. — When her guests she fiev 
The pleasing labour she no more pursued. 
She bade them enter, and with courteous grace, 
Sprang from her seat, to give the strangers place* 
Reclin'd, the heav'nly visitants beside. 
Her careless tresses in a knot she tied*-— 
Then, with soft smiles, that search the heart of he 
And gentle stings, and secret wishes dart.— 
»— ^^ Say, honoured goddesses, what counsel spring! 
** After long absence, what ^nccasion brings, 
'* Unwonted favour, to the queen of love, 
<* The first and chief of deities above? 
' ** We feel the sarcasm, tho' conceal'd with artt 
** (ymia replied) but grief invades the heart.— 
** In Ptosis' stream, the ship of ^ason lies; 
** Allur'd by hopes, to make that fleece his prize* 
*' From Grecian shores he leads a gallant bai^id; 
'* Unequal conflicts the bpld youths demand.—- 
** For all I fear — for JEsom^s o£&pring most.-«* 
** Qh shall the flow'r <^f warlike hope be lost?— 
« No — ^shouId the youth to Stygian glooms descen 
** My care should follow, and my arm defend.-— 
*< JEv'n should he try, to loose from bands of steei 
*• That wretch IxioHt he my aid should feeL— 
<* Shall haughty PeKas mark, with impiotis scorn, 
^* My frustrate vengeance, and my shrine forlorn f 
*< And shall not, then, th^ att-ocious tyrant dread 
** The fate impending o'er his guilty head ?— 
♦• Not from caprice my care of yason flows.— 
** His piety thy stream, jlnaurus^ knows. 
*' Returning from the cbace, when all around 
*' The snows lay wh\U> oiv e^ery rising ground, 
**' And roaring torrenls, feomtJcitm^ixaiXaSitix^^ 
^ Overspread the i?\ain^ \^ tJb«^ esS^TK^^vA. 



THE AUGONAUTICS. 123 

With helpless seeming) and with piteous strab, 
I prov'd his feeling heart* nor provM in vain, loo 
He bow'd his shoulders to my weight; and bore 
Safe thro' the deluge, and the torrent's roar.— • 
Oh deed humane! recorded in my mind. 
No common recompence it claims to find.— - 
But punishment and recompense demand 
Alike concurrence from thy gentle hand."— 
She ceas'd. — ^The novel language and request} 
ill'd with amazement Cytberei^t breast. 
kOd veneration mix'd with secret shame, 
Riile regal yuno us'd the suppliant's name. no 

^ Goddess rever'd (she said, in accents kind) 
Deprar'd and reprobate were Venus^ mind. 
Dare she presume, thy wishes to despise^ 
For word or act, that in her province lies. 
P6or, poor auxiliaries are hands so weak; 
But, task them freely.-— No return I seek» 
With prudent answer, Juno then proceeds— 
Nor strength nor force our present purpose needs. 
A peaceful influence with thy son employ. 
That mighty arbiter of pain and joy. i ao 

At thy persuasion, let him wing the dart; 
And love and Jat^ touch Medtt^t heart. 
Thus, may the Minya find a powerfid aid ; 
For artful wiles endow the royal maid. 
Thus, may they safely reach lo/cus* shore; 
And gain the fleece, that shines with golden ore," 
Then, Fenw to the Goddesses replied. — 
Your influence sooner would that urchin guide; 
For, shameless tho' he is, and unconfin'd. 
Some touch of reverence might affect his mind. 130 
Of me regardless, with reluctant scorn, 
A mothcr^a rule the wajrward imp has \Mstti^. 
la biturness ofgricfy and passion's g^o^, 
?/r have I tbi>ught^ to break Vis sWvs sliiA.\«w< 

o a 
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** For, swoin with pride, at chastisement he sgufsB; 
** And menaces to reprimand returns." 

With smiles the Goddesses her plaint attend^ 
And meaning glances on eax:h other btn^. 

In mournful notes, resumed the queen of lotire.— 
*' I find, my sorrows your derision move.—* I4« 

Why weary others with my plaintive tone?— 

No<-let me weep, in silence, and alone « « u 

Tho' secret aqguish on my bosom prey) 
*• Yet, where I can, your wishes I obey. 
** When softest blandishments assail his breasi;, 
^ My son may grant a parent's fend request." 

Then, ^uno prest her soft and polish'd hand; 
And spake, with soothing smiles, and language bbn^ 
«— *' Perform th' appointed task with gentle art; 
•* Nor let contention agitate thy heart. ifi 

** Indulge thy son. — A parent's wish will £nd, 
*' Short opposition, from his playful mind." 

The Goddess ceased' and from her seat aros& 
With her returning, virgin Pallas goes; 
While o'er Olympus^ and the realms above, 
Fair Venus seeks the fleeting pow'r of love.*— f- 
Sacred to yove^ where spread the flowery ground) 
The little deity his mother found. 
Nor found alone— the Phrygian*' hoy was there. 
Whom Jove translated to the starry sphere, i^ 

Struck with his beauty. — Them, as suited boys, 
At golden dice, the careless hour employs. 
Minion of fortune, in exulting mood. 
On tiptoe rais'd, the wanton tyrant stood, 
liis left hand grasp'd the Mannings, which ke prestf 
His wealth securing, to his ivory breast. 
Delirious sweetness from his glances flow'd; 
And o'er his cVieeks twn^^^Va^ttix. colour ^ow'd. 
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Mear hiniy ixrith bending knee» th' opponent stands^ 
Fwo dies alone remain within his hands. 1 70 

His heart the conqueror's mirthful triumph stung; 
Hb drooping heady in silent griefy he hung. 
Mowy the two dies, that of his store remain'df 
That urchin gody by lucky chance^ has gainM. 
With empty hands, in deep despairing trance, 
lie tomMy nor saw the queen of charms advance. 
She stood before her son— she prest hb cheeks ; 
And thus,, with sweet insinuation, speaks. 

''Why, wayward urchin, that malicious smile? 
** What thoughtless victim does thy craft beguile? 180 
** Thy mother brings thee an appropriate task. 
** Nor yetf without reward, thine ud I ask. 
** hdnlge thy modier^ and I give my boy, 
* What once to Jt^e belonged, a beauteous toy.-' 
^ To lum an infant, in- th* Iditan cave, 
** His nurse, jidrastcy the bright plaything gave, 
^ A polish'd sphere.— And never, from the flame, 
*' Or skill of Vulcan f sweeter trinket came. 
*' The various circles are of burnished gold; 
**Two swelling curvatures round each are rolPd. 190 
^ The joinings are concealed, with skill profound, 
^ And over each is pale green ivy bound. 
** LaoQch'd from thy hand, in fields of sether bright, 
^ That star-like orb will draw the train of light. 
** The prize is thine, if thy successful art, 
** With love for Jason fills Medea^s heart.— ^ 
^ Send forth thine arrows, let her feel thy sway; 
" Nor be the favour lessened by delay.* ^ 

The Goddess paus'd — the boy, with ravish'd ears, 
The task proposed, and promisM payment hears. 200 
The gathered playthings from his grasp he flung. 
Then, to her robe, with both his hands he clung. 
Her knees he daspM, and sprang fi^om side to side, 
While every art of bhmdiihment he tried. 
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<• 1 pine— I laaguish, for a toy so f^r.— 

** This instanty grant it, to my ardent pray'r.**—— 

But Venus slily parries the demandy 

With artful words, and with caresses bland.—-— 

She strok'd his cheeks, she kist him, and she prest: 

And, gently smiling, thus her speech addrest. ^ 

** Thy dearest head be witness, and my own, 
« Here, no deceit by Fenui shall be shown.— 
'* The gift is thine — it shall not be delay'd* 
** But first thy shafts must touch the royal maid.'^ 

She spake. — ^The wily urchin, in a trice. 
Collected from the ground his scattered dice.-— 
He counted, one by one, the shining hoard; 
And all in Venus^ radiant bosom storM.— 
His quiver, leaning 'gainst a tree redin'd. 
He seisM ; and in the golden belt confin'd. 
He snatched his bow; he trac'd the realms aboTCi 
JEthereal, ^l-productive plains of yotv.— 
Then, thro' the portals of Olympus tendsf 
Where sloping the celestial path descends. '\ 

There, the two poles of the celestial spheres / 
To meet the heay'ns, their lofty summits rear* 
The highest points of earth, where first upborne 
The blushing sun unfolds the rays of moro* . 
The fbod&l earth appear'd, widiin his keo. 
And cities, fair abodes of polish 'd men ; 
With yerdant banks, where sacred rivers flows 
And cloud-capt mountains lift th* aerial brow. 
In prospect wide, the vast of ocean lies. 
And seems to mingle with surrounding skies. 

The ship was moorM beside the rushy bank; 
The crew the benches fili'd, in many a rank; 
Tall s(Siry reeds, that in the marshes grew. 
Their ambush'd nambers hid from hostile view. 
Each, in his pboe, in silent order sate ; 
VfbHk Jasw thus comoEiefic'd the deep diebate. 
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^ Hearr gallant fnends» what present thougbu aug> 

^ And then decidcy as suits th' occasion best.--* 

tt Our common dangers common counseb need. 

^ From free discussion safety must proceed. 

** That many whose thoughts a guilty silence vtiU, 

•* Of glory and of Greece defrauds our sails.™ 

^ In arms your station at the ship retain ; 

•* While I the palace of JEeiet gain.— 

** The sons of Pbryxus shall with me along. 

•* And tw6 beside, selected from the throng.— 25c 

'^Imean^ to try the pow'r of peaceful words.— 

** If chance the king that fleece of gold accords, 

" Tis well. — If trusting to his strength of hand, 

''He treat with insolence a stranger band; 

''We then the worst of our condition know; 

" Aod thoughts matured our future course may show; 

'•Whether wc shall depend on open force, 

* Or fiod in stratagem some safe resource.-— 
^ lojorious 'twere, to seise the prize in arms, 

^ £re soft persuasion has applied her charms. 260 

" With soothing words persuasion can prevail^ 

"While brutal force and ragefiil menace fail^ — 

" When blameless Pbryxus fled his step-dame's • ire^ 

" And murderous rites of a misguided sire,f 

^ His miid demeanour rising pity bred^ /^ 

* And stem Metes spar'd his gentle head. — 
''lie laws of hospitable y<n;f 9 con fest 

" In every clime, pervade the rudest breast." 

The band assented, with a loud acclaim ; 
Nor one the counsel could in secret blame. 27Q 

The hero's steps the sons of Pbryxus guide, 
With Telamon Augeas guards his side. 

• /iw. f Atbamas* 
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He bears the staff of Hermes* in his handy 
And thro' the reeds and waters hastes to land* 

They reach'd an eminence amid the plains* 
From Circe ^un'd the place a name retains. 
Osiers, in ranks, and vines overspread the ground; 
Where carcasses are hung with chains around. 
For, still the Cokhlans with abhorrence view 
Sepulchral rites, that other tribes pursue. sSq 

Nor to the flames the lifeless man they give. 
Nor bid the womb of parent earth receive. 
No monumental mounds their hands compose. 
Crude hides ^f bulls the manly kind enclose; 
While, to' the elemental air consign'd, 
From trees they welter to the parching wind. 
Without their walls. — But different rites await 
Their females, when they feel the stroke of fate^— 
The eorse is yielded to the parent clay. 
Such various customs o'er that nation sway. 290 

Propitious to their journey, Juno shrouds 
The Cokbian city, in a veil of clouds. 
That safely they might reach the monarch's seat; 
Nor insult from the swarming rabble meet. 
Soon as the heroes past the spacious plain» 
The city walls, and royal dome to gain ; 
The Goddess, then, dbpell'd the mist in air; 
Wondering they stopd before the palace fair.— - 
It's ample gates their admiration call, 
And stately columns rank'd along the wall. 300 

On brazen chapiters projecting plac'd, 
The roof above a marble cornice grac'd. 
The threshold, then, they pass, in mute amaze. 
There, her broad leaves the paly vine displays. 
Beneath the shade, four springs perennial flow'd; 
Where VukarCs hand had wond'rous skill bestow'd. 
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Ooe milk dispens'd; and one the grape's red blood; 

One fragrant oU; and one the crystal floods 

Hence, when the Pleiades forsake the skiest 

^th boiling heat the gushing waters rise. 310 

When the fair stars returning radiance show» 

lHHth icy coldness from the rock they flow*-** 

Siich' wonders in the Colchian palace shinet 

Eternal monuments of art divine. 

And wond'rotts bulls from Fulcan*! labour came* 

With brazen hoofi and mouths disgorging flame* 

Tor these a plough he fonq'd, of structure rarCf 

And tempered adamant composM the share ; 

A grateful offering to the God,* whose car, 

KeceiT'd him fidnt from the Phkgrsan war. 3 20 

Amid the court, the stately paJace rose.— 
Compacted valves each spacious entrance dose, 
h ample range the sumptuous chambers stand* 
A portico prqjects, on either hand. 
ObHqoe a lofty building closed each wing* 
Here» with his spouse, abode the ColcUan kingi 
Withb the turret, that in height excelPd* 
*h' inferior towV his son Jihyrtus held. 
Him, earliest object of the monarch's care» 
^ffaaueam nymph, Jtsterodea bare. 330 

"^ yet the bands of nuptial faith were tied^ 
^^hat mark'd Idyay\ for his virgin bride. 
^^ youngest o£Ripring of the hoary wav^ 
^o parent ocean matron Tethy$ gave. 
<^ graceful youth shone so supremely bright, 
^t^ ColeUofu oam'd him, from the source of lightf 
^air Piaeion.'^Tht chambers that remun'd 
Xb* attendant virgins of the queen obtainM*— — 
^hdUkpe-^Medea there abode, 
^^d^^g by marriage on the Idng bestowed. 340 



^ Piihf0 t Tbe cfiieen ot iEetu. 
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Tbac morning, to salute her sister bents 
The fair MeJea from her chamber went* 
For Juno^i care con£n'd the nymph at home^ 
Unusual chance, within the splendid dome««— 
Priestess of Hecate^ within the shrine 
Say after day she past, in rites diyiae* *- 
Soon as she yiew'd the strangers, in surprises 
Mbgled with fear, she utter'd piercing cries; 
Full soon the piercing cries her sister hears* 
Full soon they reach th' attendant yirgins' ears« 
They cast their webs and distaffs to the grounds 
And all, with hurried wonder, crouded round. 
With them Chakiope beheld her sons. — 
Thro' all her veins a thrilling pleasure runs. 
With eager joy, her arms aloft she holds, 
Each grateAil youth his parent then enfbldSs 
With fond caresses, to his gentle breast; 
While plaintive sounds the matron's cares exprtsU 
«— ** In vain, regardless of a mother's pdn, 
** Ye left me here — ^to tempt the dangerous main, 
<* Fate has rq>eil'd you. — What unsuy'd desire?— 
** What cruel mandate of a dying sire, 
^ Oh wretched me! would leave me to deplores 
** My darlings ravish'd to some distant shore? 
** O.PtryxuSf how thy last commands impart 
** Eternal anguish, to my bursting heart!— 
** Why seek Orciomcnui? why plough the deep, 
** To rtach the seats, that fancied tre^ures keep? 
** What place is that?^-»ah, whither would you go 
** Can sons delight to see their mother's woe?"««- 

Rous'd by her plaints, Idya, royal damCs 
And last Metet^ from the palace came. 
The startling ear a mingled clamour thrill'd; 
And various noises had th' uiclosure fill'd> ■ 
Some, of the train sunoui\d \.V\t m^v^ ^\ft«t, 
Somt cleave with ahaqjfttf AhK«&^ ihft \»ilt» ^«% 
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Some, for the bath capacious caldronii hoil* ■ ■ ■> 
Bach for his lord was busied in some toil* 

Thro* the clear air unseen, relentless lore 
Camet like the fly, that mads the youthful drove. 380 
Thro* Talleyy and thro' flood, it drives theny wildf 
Scourge of the herd, the Breev£ by rustics stil'd* 
Behind a column at the porch he stands, 
Ajid bends th* unerring bow with cruel hand»« 
A shaft untried he from the quiver drew, 
Parent of paogs, that bosom never knew, 
^th footsteps light, the threshold then he past; 
And round and round bis wily glaaces cast. 
^y Joion screen'd, he now contracts his size, 
^d to the nerve th' indented siiaft apj^es. 396 

Ke draws the feather'd mischief to the head; 
Some to Mtdee^4 heart the shaft is ^>ed.— < 
delirious trances all her powers subdue. 
I^, firomthe lofty dome, that urchin fleWf 
A laugh malign his cruel nuscbief^how'd. 
Deep in the virgin's breast his arrow gkSw'd. 
Like pent up fires it rag*d ; and firom that flame. 
At y^uwi darted, ardent flashes came. 
While soft oblivion o'er the spirit flows; 
With fiunting thfiobs her bosom sunk, and rose. 400 
Sensations new the melting spirit filPd; 
Thro* all her veins delightful anguish thrilPd. 

As when the toiling matron's frugal hand, 
EIm heap'd the fuel round the smothered brand. 
From works of wool her scanty means are drawn; 
Her wakeful toil anticipates the dawn; 
Aod stores the hearth, with lurking seeds of light» 
That industry may steal an hour from night* 
With gradual waste the fire in secret preys; 
The billet moulders, as it iieeds thet Vjbix^^ i^\^ 

Tbm lore, pemkioos Jorey comum*d the tDaci&^ 
i £re uasecD, that <m the botoia ^efi^^ 
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The various hue tumultuous passion speakrt 
And pale and red alternate^ seise the cheeks.* 

Now had th' attendants spread the festive hoard; 
And lenient baths the weary limbs restoc*d«— 
When food and wine had chearM th' expanding br^ 
The king his grandsons mildly thus addrest.— - 
** Say^ gentle offspring of my daughter's love» 
** To Fifty xtUf honour'd ail my guests above; 420 
** What to these walls returns you?— -choice? or force? 
** — Sayy did misfortune interrupt your course?—— 
** Might counsels built on past experience swayt 
** Ne'er had your bark essay 'd the weary way. 

The space immense before your eyes I plac'd; 

For, every shore, and distant gulf 1 trac'd*— — 
** Borne in the chariot, at my father's * side, 
** O'er many a clime I past; in circuit wide; 
** What time from Colcbot^ to Hesperia^s shore, 
*^ The God of light my sister Circe bore. 4J0 

^^ Our wand'rings ended on the Tuscan strand* 
** There, yet she dwells, far from the Cokbian land. 
« — But, why should tales of other times detain?— 

Th' occurrence of the present hour explain. 

Why, from the vessel ye are present here ? 
*' And who these men, that in your train uppear?'* 

Before his brothers Argui quick repliest 
While prudent fears for J asanas ship arise. 
In language mild he doath'd his prudent thought. 
For riper years had more experience tai^ht. 440 

** Our ship asunder torn, by wind and wave; 
" Sole hope of refuge from the wat'ry grave» 
^ One precious plank, with anxious grasp, we keep;--" 
«• That isle of Mar* receiv'd us fronr the deep, 
<« Buoy'd o'er the billows, by celestial caie» 
*■* When shades of midnight. bUicken'd our despair. 
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«< -—No more ve fbond the birds oiMwrt^ erewhiley 
*< Brooding tbey harbour'dy in the desert isle; 
** Buty ere we camey they fled their favorite hndf 
** Chac'd by the prowess of a stranger band* 450 

« That band for usy in pityy Jfine detained. 
** They gave us garments, and with (bod sustained* 
,** A tyrant's jealoosy, this youth expell'df ' 
^ Who all the race of JEohu excellM. 
^ With boundless wealth endow'd, and regal sway* 
^ His haughty mandate none may disobey* 
^' He Inds him wander, destined to remove^ 
^^ A curse, impending from the wrath of J we. 
^ H(^ess alike, to disobey or speed, 
^ Aod only siure the tyrant's hate to feed* 460 

^ He comes, enjoin'd to purge away the stain, 
** Derived firom Pbryxui on th' JEoBan train* 
^ His eflPorts failing, they are doomed to< kaow* 
** Inflictions dire, intolerable woe.. 
** Nor cease their pangs, ere his return to Greece^ 
** Means of atonement, wafts the golden fleece. * 
** Mmerva*s skill the stately ship supplied; 
^ Not like those barks, that Cokhian pilots guide; 
** Not like the bark our evil genius gave, 
^ Spoit of the winds, and scorfi of every wave; 470 
** But, firm and tall, con^>act with timbers vast^ 
^ To ride the IhIIows, and to dare the blast. 
** Alike contrived, with swelling oars, to fly^ 
^ And bending oars, that nervous rowers ply; 
^ She bears collected all the prime and boast, 
** Of youthful heroes, fiom the Gncian coast*— 
^ Far have they wandered to the Cokhian plain, 
** Thro' many a city, many a stormy main.— 
^ If generous thoughts the precious fleece may yield—- 
^ No force they meditate, no listed 6Ad > ■ ■> i^Os 
^ Supreme in all things shall thy pleasute V9i«^\ 
•^ And ample gifts for the poasciuoa ip^j. 
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<* TlMir timdy aid naif ^leU the warlike kind, 

** SauromaUh tkat bear a rebel imnd.——- 

^ Wouldst thoa be toki» from whence his lineage flovs} 

M -^The raice heioic shall my tongue dttcloie.— 

** This chie^ whoK cause convokes the brave and young, 

^ Is son of JSt€th and from Crttieus ^rung, 

** The gallant yaum.-^U we credit £ime ; 

^ A common lineage» with die chief we claim. 490 

** QntAeui and Mbamat the vital fire 

^ Deriv'd from JEdut^ a common sire$ 

^ Pbryxiu from yfrikiiaa/*-^His parent bright, 

<* Augtas honours in the source df light; 

*' And Tihtmon^ allied to pow'ra above, 

** Thro' glorious Maeut^ descends from ^aw*'^ 

^ The hero's followers all^ of strain divine, 

** From deifies deduce th' ilkstnous linc** ' i i » • 

As jfr;gus ended, indignation fiU'd 
The monarch's soul ; and storms of pasnon thrill'd* 
Reproach and fiury all the band engage; 501 

His grandsons chief attract the burst of n^e* 
For them he censnr'd, as the guilty cause. 
That hateful visit from the strangers draws. 
Beneath his brows, his eye-balls darted fire> ■ ■ 
^ Hence, from my sight, ye caitiCbrood retire. 
^ Back, with your fid>les, and your wiles, to Gmcti 
** Nor wait the fruits of PifrymiSf and his fleece, 
** Bitter to you*— Not for the fleece ye come.-*- 
** My sceptre ye would seise; aid leg^ dome^-«i 510 
*' My uble ye have touch'd, with genia} ritC'; 
** Or direful thanks intrusion should requite; 
*< Tear out your tongues, and hrp your arms awsqf ; 
** And send you forth a pageant of dismay; 
<< A timely check, to wikl attempts and lies; 
^ A just -lewfird of monstcoMS bWi^mles^*^ 
He spake ioforiate — iHgjkk daadaim'im?^^ 
The son of JEacus 1 »» boaom ^wcW^* 
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\^th indignatkm; and he had repaid 

Reproaches with reproach; but Jason stay'd 5aa 

niie war of words; and mildly thus addrest 

^The haughty king>' ■ ■ »* * JEeUst cahn thy bireast* ■ 

** Let not onr armament thy fears engage; ' 

^^ Or fill thy bosom with tumoltnotti rage.— ^ 

** Not ours the motiye* painted by thy fear.<i— 

^* No hostile pnrpoie to thy realm we bear. 

^^ What man would traTene sodva tract of saaioy 

^* To qpoil» with hand anjast» a stranger't reign i-** 

^^ Bot» plac'd by Jovi beneath a tyrant's sway* 

*^ His cruel mandate I, perforce, obey.*— 530 

*< Indulge our wishes. Thro' the Gnaam landf 

^* Tby name and honour shall immortal stand* 

** Nor shall the favour meet a thanUess race* 

^ Oar warlike service shall repay the grace. 

*' Whether the proud Siuurtmais must bendi 

** Or other uibes the shock df arms atund.''— «»-• 

Thus, JatoHf with persuasive language, wroii^t. . 
^Vhile doubtful fluctuates the tynuit's thonghu 
I^ow, bentt with sudden ooset to destroy; 
Aod» now, their strength in trials to employ. 54^ 
^th him revolving, the last thoi^t prevails. 
^ Why* strangers, (he replied) these long details? 
** If ye, indeed, a line celestial boast; 
** Anid, as our equals, seek the CokJUam coast.-** 
** Lo— to your wish I g^aot the fleece of gold.^^-^ : 
** Froai valiant men, I nothing can withhold. 
** Bear it to him, the despot of your land, 
** Whoe'er he is, that rules the Grecian band.— •<»• 
** But, prov'd in trial, I demand to see 
*' The daring man, who vies in force with me.«— 550 
^ Now, to the test; and let jexperie«ce showt 
** What tasks of peril I can oodergo. 
" Two bulls upon the pJaina of Mar^ 1 Vtss^^ 
*• With brsaea boo&^ and mo^ «ie]ba]^1 iLVRk^t. 
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** Obedient to the yoke the beasts I guide; 

** And plough the sacred space, from side to side.' 

** Four acres are allotted to the toil; 

** But rude the surfiice, stubborn is the soiL 

'* No conunon seed is in that furrow sow'd ; 

'< No grain, that Cert^ erst on man bestow'd. 560 

** Along the furrow dragon's teeth I fling, 

<* And hostile warriors from die tillage spring, 

'* With mortal fury menacing around, 

« But soon my spear extends them on the ground. 

^ At dawn, I yoke my steers, and labour meet; 

^ When twilight comes, I from the toil retreat.— 

*' If thou art equal to the task; — ^this day 

*' Home to thy king; and bear the fleece away.— 

** But think not thou, oil other terms to gain.— > 

** The brave concede toot, to the recreant train.''-*^ 

Silent the hero sate, in grief profound. 571 

His downcast eyes, he riyets to the ground. 
Much he revolved the proffer, in his mind; 
If thought perplexed might some expedient fi^nd.— « 
How shall he m^ the trial? how refuse?- 
*Tis equal danger, to reject, or chus6.< 
How shall he promise such a test to bide?- 
At length, with artful words^ he thus replied.* 

** Just are thy sayings. King — I feel their force; 
** Nor shun probation, in this glorious course. 580 
** I claim the labour, should my dtoth impend, 
** The last of ills, that fates on mortals send.— -««> 
** Those fates subject me, to a cruel lord; 
•• His stem commands no doubt no choice afford." 

Thus he, while terror wrung th' astonish'd mind.— - 
In language stern, the monarch thus rejoined. 

** Now, get thee to thy comrades.— Thou hast dar'd 
^ A task of peril. — Coroe^ Nilth mind ^rq^d.— — 
*' Wo to thttp if I mark t!be si%tA ot itax\ 
" If but reluctance in thy Ioo\l» «kcw\ ^^ 
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" If thou shouldst tremble, at the fiery breed ; 
*' Or fly when warriors rise from fatal seed; 
•* Mine be the care, in thee to teach mankind* 
«♦ How dreadful 'tis to gall the nobler kind.'^— 

He ended frowning. — Jason rose, in haste, 
And left the table. — Forth Augeas past, 
With Telaman; and separate by some space 
wff^g'itf attended, with more urdy pace- 
He stayed, to warn his brothers, .by a sign. 
Their steps within the palace to confine.—— 600 

Thus they departed. — ^*Mid the crowd alone. 
In form and grace distinguished, yiason shone.—— 
Th' enraptur'd maiden held her yeil askance ; 
And caught, beneath the shade, a sidelong glance4 
She gaz'd, and gaz'd ; while grief her soul subdued^ 
And thought in vain the lovely guest pursued; 
As when we catch at objects, in a dream, 
That still beyond, yet, ever near us seem.— — 
While, sorrowing from the palace they retire; 
Chaieiofef to .shun her father's ire, 6 to' 

Her inmost chamber, with her children sought* 
Medea followed, with distracted thought* 
The cares of love within her bosom rise; 
And absent Jason stands before her eyes, 
Hb looks, his gestures, grav'd within her breas^ 
<* Such his deportment-* thus he wore his vest— 
** Such words he uttered — thus, and there he sate— * 
** Thus from the portal msh'd unhappy fate!"— — 
Possest, bewilder'd, her enamour'd mind 
Finds not his parallel, in human kind* 6z% 

Still, still, in thought, his honeyM words she hears ; 
His tuneful accents i^brate on her ears.- 
Much for the youth her boding fears arise* 
A ghastly corse he sinks before her eyes* 
She sees him witk the fiery buUs engage* 
Sbeseesbim bleed b^ealh hex Mc^^ ta^v 
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She wq>t the victinit as already dead; 

And piteous tears of soft compassion shed.« 

>\Dd mourofiil words to solitude she spoke ; 

While from her breast the smother'd anguish broke.— 

** What means the strange disorder of my heart?— 
** Such tumult can a stranger's look impart?— 
** In questionable shi^e^ from distant cHmes, 
** Comes he a prince, or slave distain'd with crimes?— 
<* No matter. Let a chief, or miscreant fiill-— *• 
" Why should th* event for wild emotions call?— — 
^ Me it concerns not. Yet, renown'd, or base, 

** In safety let him fly this fatal place.-; 

<• Daughter of Perteui^ venerable pow'r,* 
«« Oh guard the youth ; in that tremendous hour.— — * 
** Protect him, guide him, to his native land. 641 
** Let him not perish, on this Cokhiatt strand !« 
** But, if the fates have destin'd him to ^il; 
** And perish, by the bulls, that flames exhale ; 
** Let him perceive, there is a feeling heart, 
'< That, in |iis sufferings claims an equal part."- 

Thus anxious cares the virgin's bosom waste. 
The chiefs, meantime, the crowd and city past- 
Back, thro' the plain, their journey they pursued; 
And j^rgui thus to J^ason q>eeeh reoew'd.— — 65O 

** Will Mtom*4 gallant son- disdainful hear 
<* My present counsel, as the child of fear?- 
^ Xet, in a sute so doubtful and forlorn, 
f No trialy 00 resource deserves our scorn.- 
<* Hast thou not heard me of a virgin tell, 
^ In philtres leam'd, and many a magic spell }• 
<* Daughter of P^seus^ Hecate bestow'd 
<< The magic science; and with pow'r endow'd.^ 
'< Might we this maiden, in your cause engagei 
^ No terrors would await the monster's rage. 660 

iw<i— <^— gssaa ■ ■ t f I ■ ' I.'. Ill p.v I .. I rcT— TT 
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'* To this ray mother could dispose the maid* 

** Her influence greats but doubtful is her aid. 

>* Yet, will I seek her, and intreaties prove. 

** Our common danger may awake, her love/^ 
Thus he benevolent -The chief replied; 

** If such thy sentence ; be th' expedient tried. 

** Go— and with prayers thy parent's heart incline; 

** Aad be the pow'rs of soft persuasion thine. 

** Yet, feeble comfort can that hope instil, 

*' That wavesy suspended from a woman'a wilL" 670 
Beside the manh the social train tbey find. 

Impatient transport fill'd the general mind.— — « 

While eager questions every tongue employ; 

With words of sorrow ^aion damps their joy. 
** O friendsy.(he said) the king's indignant mind, 

^ Relentless^ stero, has dreadful tasks assig;n'd* 

** Such, as nor I, nor all this gallant band 

*< MajT hope to finish} with yttfCg^rful hand. " . ■ 

** Two bulls upon the plain of Man he feeds* 

^ Brazen their hoof, flame from their mouth pro ceed s* 

** Four acres arq the space for tikb allowed; 58 r 

** With dragon's teeth the furrow must be 8oy*4» ■■■■■< 

** This &tal seed the tyrtnt's hand supplies* 

** Thence warriors clad in panoply arise. 

** The plough-man, corapiss'd by that hostile cre^ 

** Must perishf or his eajptk-boro foe cubdue* ■■'— < 

*' To tsy the toil» I boldly gave assent; 

*' Other expedient aoae could thought present.'' 

Their downcast eyes* 10 consternation, fitlL 
The task is deem'd impossible by all. ■ ■ ffg^ 

Then, each his neigbbour vicw'^ with listless ffoiti 
And silent sate, in anguish and amaze. 

Pelnu, at length, with dauntless mten, and breasty 
Arose; and thus th' assembled chte& addrest>— «• 
'* In deeds, not words, our safety moifc t«uiifec" 
^ 2nbc momtau liiattc our coadnu ui^4mAa» 



140 tRE ARGON AVTICS. 

** Ifyatomf thou to joke the monsters dare; 

** Pireserve thy faith, and for the task prepare. 

<* But, if thy tpirit from the conflict flies; 

•• Go not; nor single any, with thine eyes.—— 7^ 

^* The glorions danger none from Peletu gains. 

*< Death is the worst, that fate for man ordains.'' 
He ceas'd.— — 'The sool of Telamon was stang; 

Impatient for that enterprize he sprung. 

The valiant Idas for the trial glows. 

The gallant twins of Tyndanu arose. 

Arose the son of JEneui^* young and fair. 
His cheek scarce shaded yet with golden hair. 
Yet, firm in daring, ripe in virtue's flame, 
Th' appalling task of mighty men to claim. ■ > 710 
In silence, firom the trial shrunk the relt. 
When jirgut thus th' advent'roos chiefs addrest.-— ■ 
** O friends, the labour, that 'your force demands, 
^ May be the last prede«tin'd to your hand*.* ■ 
** Yet Heav'n, perhaps, may keep resources stbr'd; 
^ My parent's counsel may some aid afford. 
*' Your generous ardour for a while restrain* 
'* Some little space within your ship remain. 
^* Better the task of glorious danger shun, 
<< Than blindly rash, on sure dcstrnctioa fun. 72O 
<« A maid within the royal palace bides; 
'* Whom Ifgcaie thro' paths of science guidesy 
** From every drug earth> air, and sea produce, 
<* Charms to prepare; and know their powV and use. 
** Of wasteful flame she stays the rageful force ; 
<* She stays the torrent, in its headlong course; 
*< The sacred moon within her orUt chains ; 
** The planets from their devious range detains. 1 
** Theme of discourse, on our returning way, 
** This virgin, haply, might my mother sway; 75* 
'' The toil were light.— —li ^t, xq \Vjas %aaft.^\^\ 

" Back to the palace be m^ foo va^g^>Q«ox^ 

* Meka^er. 
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^* Mj pray'rs and influence in your cause to provCy 
** With Heav'n to speed me, and parental loyc*'-- — 

The favouring Gods display'd a sign, from high. 
Chac'd by a falcon, thro' the liquid sky. 
With downward flight, a dove to y^EVon prest; 
And sought for shelter in the hero's breast,' 
Swift on the vane alights his cruel foe*-— 
Prophetic Mefnu mark'd them, from below; 740 
And, conscious "of the future, thus revealM 
The sacred truths, in mystic signs conceaJ*d> 
** I read the £ivour, of the powers divine. 
^ The Gods benevolent have sent this sign. 
** With soothing words, and each persuasive arty 
** Essay, to bend the royal virgin's lieart; 
** Secure to speed, \£ Pbineus truly told; 
<* That means of safety Venut should unfold. 
** The bird of love, her harbinger, we see» 
** PreserVd from danger, to our leader flee. 750 

'' A joyful prescience fills th' expanded breast, 
'* Of toils successful, and of glorious rest . " ■■■ 
*^ But first propitiate beauty's queen, with pray'r. 
^ Then, to perform what Argm bids prepare." 

He ceas'd— the heroes their assent exprest. 
The words of Pbituus dwelt ia every breast** 
Idas alone, of all the warriors, rose.— - 
In accents loud tb' indignant spirit flows.- 
** Did women, then, embark to lend their aid; 
** And must our vows, at beauty's shrine be paid? 760 
** Must we, forgetful of the weU-fought field, 
** Our childish thought to doves and fidcons yield? 
<• Perdition catch you! be your arms resign'd! 
<* With words subdue the weak unwarlike kind."— "i— 
He ended, frowning, while, in murmurs low^ 
A unmerotts train disapprobauon sho^ » - ■ 
He sate indignant; answer none rctottf JL— 
Till ^OMt*/ mind with deep reiciMmftSiil^ara^Y!^^. 



140 THE AROONAUTIC^. 

To meet tk' bjurious charge he rous'd his thought; 
And utter'd accents by th' occasion taught.—— 

** If such the pkasare of the general train; 
^ No more let Argus at the ship remain; 
** Moor ve the Tcssely boldly from the land.— • 
** Loader concealment would disgrace our band* 
<* No more, in marges hid, the combat shun. — 
«< .Bold and determin'd on the danger run.''—- — 

He ceas'd. — ^And jiijtut ftt the word, recalls 
His steps; and hastens to the city walls. 
They weigh'd their anchors ; at the chief's comma] 
And urg'd, with oars, their vessel to the land. 

Without the palace gate, accustom'd seat 
Of council, round their king the CoUhumt meet 
The savage king, insuperable snares. 
And mortal anguish, for the Greei prepares. 
Soon as the bulls th' ili-&ted man should slay. 
That rashly dares the dangerous task essay ; 
With wood, collected from the mountains gloomt 
The ship and Grmh he purposed to consume. 
A dire example, of impressive fear. 
To bid the future visitant forbear.' ■ n 
** JEoBoH Phyxuff when these shores he gam'd. 
** No free reception, at my hand obtain'd, 
" Gentlest of guests, with piety adorn'd. 
** Yet, Jiad my palace gates a stranger scom'd; 
•< With earnest prajifrs, he vainly had implor'd 
^ Place in my household, station at my board; 
'* Had not the son of-Maia^ from above, 
** Reveal'd the pleasure of almighty Jove." 
** And shall these pirates, that invade my states, 
<« Elude the vengeance, that presumption waits?— 
'' Miscreants, that meditate by force and spoil, 
^ To $ei§e the product of anoOafeT:^^ xo^\— — 
^' With wild excursion, 'thto* Ocit ^^a& ^5^^1 t^wsi 
^' To vtx the peasant, awdViv^ i^^cfc^v^Vworoft^'* 
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The sons of PAryxff/9 too, his wradtful moodf 
ODdemnM to wash away their crime in blood*— 
-** Returmog thus, with an nnhallow'd train. 
Ye come, he cried, to shake my peaceful reign. 
Ye come, to Bfj the secrets of the land. 
Ye come, to wrest the sceptre, from my hand.^ ■■ 
Irreferent wretches!— but, your deeds accord, 811 
With reveUtions of my father's word, 

Th' alUeeing sun He taught me to bewart^ • 

The home-bred treason— die domestic snare. 
That voice ptxyphetic such a fear imprest^ 
I yielded frankly -to your wild request; 
Flea^d, that the mandates of your dying sire 
Should with the safety' of my house conspire. 
To distant climes ye purposed, then, to go; 
And rid my palace of th' intestine foe, 820 

Sole cause of fear * ' -For, firom my daughters rise 
' No terrors.— They no treason will devise.* 
' My child, Ahyrimtt will not bear a part, 
^ In tny scheme, to rend a father's heart." 
' CbMopiy my child, thy sons appear 
^ 8<rfe cause of danger; only source of fear.* 
> G«iaixi well the vessel.— Vengeance on my trabi 
* If single nuscreant 'scape the destin'd pain!** 
Argui retum'd the while his mother sought; 
bid to his aim with various speeches wrou^; 830 
atent Meden^t powerful aid to prove; 
io new expedient, to parental love, 
hit, decent sense of shame her tongue withheld; 
\M fear restrdn'd, while tenderness impell'd. 
Scarce dares she, to the vxrpn's ear confide 
Requests, from common rule so strangely wide ; 
ifatter so dangerous, should the maid comfb|\ 
\o doubJ/ dangerous, should the vcdA den^ * ' j 
Veil might she fear her father's savage mVfi^ 
Vff might she fear some imptous twk VjtVniA. ^^^^ 
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"^Thile on her coucfa slie suokt in trance profbufiSi 
Medea^s sorrows soft oblivion drown'd. 
Yet, fearful visions hover'd round her head. 
Illusive forms, of mournful fancy bred. ■ 
The stranger seem'di that trial to sostsun, 
Mov'd by no wish,* the wond'rous £eece to gain; 
But love and she the daring aim supplied ;- 
He sought MedeMf for his virgin bride.* 
Greece he had left, at beauty's powerful caU» 
And love allur'd him, to her Cither's halL ■■ 850 
The fiery bulls she then appear'd to tame, 
And yoke, uninjur'd by their breath of flame.— • 
Her parents, then, their promises dented ^ 
The labour finish'd, they withheld the bride. 
Between her father and the strai\gers rose 
A fierce debate.— The war&re to compose. 
The maid was call'd, as umpire of the strifei 
And 40on the daughter yielded to the wife. 
Her kindred for that stranger thus resign'd. 
What indignation fill'd each parent's mind! ■ ■ 860 
Vast was their anguish, loud and shrill their 
Scar'd at the din, the virgin's slumber flies.- 
Pale, from the couch she sprang, in wild amazCf 
And round the chamber cast a vacant gaze. 
She pants. — Her bosom palpitates, with dread. 
Thought is absoirpt; and recollection fled. ■ 

** What forms of terror^ miserable maid, 
•• With feeble voice, she cried, thy sleep Invade?*-** 
** Some dire misfortunes have these heroes brought 
** With anxious doubts this stranger fills my though 
^< Far let him fly, and wed some Grecian feir.— 87^ 
** My .parents, and my virtue claim my -care. — 
** But why with cruelty my bosom steel? — 
" A sister's anguish vth^ Te£u%t to fedl— 

" Maternal terrors for Vitx soivs ^u^ — 

^ Wilt thou, rcleatless, iwirk Wt vai* w^ cnt^l— ^ 
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^* Think, savage as thou art, 'tis thine, to save, 

'* Or doom her children to th' untimely grave. 

'* Oh nature no»— -.thy sacred ties shall bind; 

^* In grief thine energies support the mind.*' 880 

In wild disorder from the couCh she flew» 
Unfolded wide the chamber door she threw.- 
Unshod, and disarray 'd, in eager haste. 
To seek her sister, she the threshold past.* 
By conscious shame, and timid awe restrained. 
Long time, before the portal she remained. 
Fearful of entering, to and fro she pac'd; 
Now, forward rush'd, and now her steps retracM; 
Her trembling steps, uncertsun where they stray 'd.— 
Her gait, the conflict in her soul betray 'd.- » 890 
Impetuous love, with wild desire impell'd. 
And bashful fear and modesty withheld. 
Impassioned, now, her sister's door she sought; 
Her chamber, now, with deep despondence fraught.***. 
^Thrice she proceeds; and thrice her foot recalls; 
^liefl, prone upon her couch distracted falls. 

As the young bride laments her blooming spouse^ 
Xjord of her bosom, object of her vows; 
Xn love united, and the hallow'd bands, 
Knit by fraternal and parental hands; 90O 

She flies the soothings of th' attendant train. 
She hides the foad expressions of her pain. 
With grief, at once, and virgin shanie oppresit. 
Her tears ^1 lonely, on th' enamour M breast; 
When fates relentless the dear youth remove; 
Untried the joys, the tender the&s of love; 
From every tongue, that might impart relief. 
She dreads a censure on her amorous grief^ 
In avarice of anguish hoards her care. 
And eyes the widow'd couch, in mute des^xt^, ^\3^ 
Thi25 mourn'd Medea i thus, the cause so.'^^^^i^^ 
TbAt bathed her eyes, and hcaVd kec dxuAJ^ti^^'^^:^'!^ 

H 
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—Amid this conflict of desire and shame, 

A virgin, from among her menials, came. 

Unseen she stood awhile, her tears to view; 

Then, to Cbalctope^ with tidbgs flew. 

Cbaklope amidst her children sate. 

Her thoughts were centered, on their future hit. 

Much she revolv'd, what motives might persuade, 

What arts impel her sister, to their aid. Jflt i| 

Not inattentive to the maiden's tale, 

She finds strange tumults in her breast prevail.—— 

A grief so sudden fills her, with surprise. S 

To working fancy strange surmises rise ■ 1 

While doubt and wonder in her bosom wrought; 't 

Her hasty steps Medea^s chamber sought. 

Sunk on her couch th' afflicted maid she foundf '' 

Tearing her cheeks, in floods of sorrow drowo'd.— * 

" Why do thy tears — Medea — sister, flow? Z 

** What fatal cause has phmg'd tliy soul in woe ? ■ . 

'* Does angry Heav'n thy feverish veins inflame? ^l *■ 

•* Do seeds of malady pervade thy iirame ? 

^ Hast thou for me, and for my sons forlorn* 

•* The deep reproaches of our father borne? 

** Oh would to Heav'n, that I, and mine might fleet 

•• And never more the roof parental see ! 

** For ever fly this cjty, and this shore* 

** And never hear the name of Cokhot moreP'— 

Medea heard, su^us'd with crimson dye. 
Eager to speak; yet shame forbade reply.—— 940 . 
Now, on her tongue the floating accents stray; 
Now, lost within her bosom, fade away. ■ 
Her beauteous lips in act to speak appear $ 
But, thence no murmurs reach th* attentive ear.——* 
Long time she paus'd— and then, replied, with art, 
That mighty love can teach the simplest heart.—* 
*' Thy sons my fond soWcitwd^ ^tk^\o^ \ 
*' Xrcst thcra ray father V\tVi V^s %\itus Au!a«^— 
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* When brief repose upon my senses crept; 

* The mind was wakeful, tho' the body slept.— 950 
•* Terrific visions rose, a ghastly train.— 

^* Ye pow'rs of mercy make the portents vain ! 

^ Spare my lov'd sister such a cruel doom ! 

'* Preserve her offspring from th* untimely tomb!** 

She spake, for trial of her thoughts; to prove 
Th' extent and feelings of maternal love. 
If anxious tenderness, her sons to shield, 
To strangers aid against a sire might yield. ' ■ 
While pangs intolerable seised her breast, 
The sister thus a mother's cares confest. $5o' 

** Such visions oft are present to my mind; 
"• And oft I wish thy powerful aid to find. 
** But swear, by Heav'n above, and earth below; 
** To keep my secret, and thine aid bestow.' ■ ■ 
** My sister, I conjure diee, at this hour; 
*• By thy tevM self, and every blessed pow*r} 
** By joys, and griefs, maternal ties impart, 
^ Ties, that full soon may haply bind diy heart; 
** Let not my chiidrens' dire untimely end 
** Torture my sight, my bleeding bosom rend.— 970 
** I will not leave you, ofiTspring of my love.— 
^ For good, or ill, one destiny we prove, 
** And should we perish. — An avenging shade 
" I rise, to vex thy rest, unfeeling maid.'*— - 

Tears coursing tears, in floods, each other chac*d« 
Her sister^s knees, impassion*d she embrac*d. 
Her glowing face within her bosom kept, 
As lock*d within each others arms they wept. 
As thus they join'd their grief, with mournful Cvks, 
Thro* all the dome the lamentation 'flies. 9B.0 

Medea first resum'd the plaintive straiti.— 
«• lU-ftcted sister, what relief from 'pSiiYi^^- 
«« With imprecadoDs why toy aid demand^ — 
' Why name rbe ^j^po^^ts^ tfcittetid<iWWtL^^ 

H 2 
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i 
** Oh, did the safety of thy sons depend , | 

** O^ me; DO sorrows should thy bosom rend.-*-^ 

** Inviolable oath> that Cokhmru fear, 

<* By Heav'D abdve, and «aith below» I swear^ 

** Earth, awful mother of the powers divine, 

<* My wish, my aid, my choicest skill are thine., 990 

<* Tho' things scarce possible thy tongue should ask; 

<* Ne'er shall this hand be wanting to the task*'* 

She ceas'd— >aiid thus Chaiciofie replies* ■ >» i 

** Might not thy skill some stratagem devise* 

** Some art; if, yielding to the stranger's pray'r, 

^ To brave the fiiry of our sire we dare; 

** To bear bim thro' the conflict sa& and free; 

** And snatch from death my gentle sons and me? 

** Our beiBg on the youth's success depends * 

•* Within, my Argw thy resolve attends* lOOO. . 

** To me deputed he from yasou came* 

** Thine aid, thro' me, the Grecian heroes dbim*'' 

Delight Medea J throbbing bosom flush'd* 

The mantling crimson o'er the lily rush'd* 

A trance of pleasure every sense confus'd. 

Her swimming eyes a sudden night suffus'd* ■ 

** Chalciopet thy safety, and thy joy 

•• Shall every thought, and every toil employ.— 

*• Let me not view the dawn of morning fair; 

<* Let me not breathe the gift of vital air; lOlO 

** If object or connexion claim a part, 

*^ More dear, more inward, in MedeaU heart, 

•• Than thou, and thine! — the brothers of my loTe» 

** Thy sons, by nature, fond affection move, 

•* And I thy love, in double right, demand^ 

<' Sister, at once» and daughter of thy hand*— • 

•* A playmate with thy children have I grown; 

** Thy cares parental, from ray childhood known* 

'* Oft would thine armis, so Vi^is out tdiox!i^<» xjc^^ 

*' My weak and helplcw ia&jac^ ti^Ad.^— — \^>^ 
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then.--Let sikace wl my promis'd aidi 
art n^ parent's jeaUms care entade.-— 
fight or idle are the words I ^eak.— ^^ 
dawD» tkt fane at ffea^e I seek; 
h potent drugft prepar'dy and magic charms^ 
save th' adv«eimirous youth from fiery harms." 
th joy her sister heavd, with joy conveyed 
I to her childreay of tJ^e promisM aid. ■* ■ 
tf now, in solitsde remained ; 
hame and fear, once more, th' ascendant gainM.— a 
at — for a stranger, in such tasks engage! 1031 
►ious — for him defy a father's rage!**— — 
iv, night o'er earth her ample veil display'd; 
udlors* firom the deep, the stars sunrey'df 

and the greater bear; that guide 
lightly path of vessels, thro' the tide, 
on the weary trav'lers' senses crept, 
in the tow'r the careful warder slept, 
led by rest the mother ceas*d to naourn 
larling infants, clos'd within their urn. ^049 

msy hum of crouded streets was still ; 
itill the watch-dog's larum loud and shrill, 
[teen of darkness trod her awful round ; 
ars untroubled, by a vagrant sound.< 
^j couch refus'd the soft controul; 
)ve and yaton agoniz'd her soul, 
mils, that breathe intolerable fire, 
odings mortal to her love inspire, 
ilain of Mart in dismal prospect lies, 
icy there the youthful hero dies. 105^ 

icung thought 1 — She feels the fluttering heart, 
fieverish throbbings, in her bosom dart.— — 
hen, from cauldron, or capacious vase, 
;rembKng lymph reflects the so\ax face*, 
uin ghncing round some chainber "^raSXs, 
arc, BOW there, the darted ntdiauc^ ?^3i»\ 
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The dazling species plays bceasant roiind> 

Strikes on the roof, or dances o'er the ground; 

With pulse irregular, that knew no rest, 

Medea^s heart leapt fluttering in her breast. lofa 

The streams of pity from her eyes distiUM. 

Corroding pangs her inmost bosom fiird» 

Incessant anguish. — The devouring flame 

Glows in each nerve; and wastes the weary frame. 

It rends the heart-strings — hurries, in each vein*^— 

Fills every sense ; and fires the madding brain.— 

Within her mind confiis'd ideas roll.<»- 

Discordant purposes distract the soul.-— 

NoW| she determines to supply the charms. 

Of pow'r, to save the youth from fiery harms ; 1070 

N0W9 to withhold; and seek, in death, to prove 

A long oblivion, of disastrous love* . 

Again, she hopes, that reason force may give. 

To sacrifice the youth, yet dare to live. 

Amid tills conflict, mournful sounds exprest 
l^e painful tumults, of th* enamoured breast ►*— 
'* Ah wretch, what end, what respite canst thou is^S 
'* While choice of evil presses on the mind ? 
*< My thoughts are error, doubt, confusion all ; 
^* Certain in love alone, a wretched thrall. 1080 

*' Oh had the shafts of virgin Dtan fled; 
^^ And early join'd me to the silent dead ! 
*' Then, had I slept in peace, nor seen this band, 
*• For my perdition, reach the Colchtan land. 
•* Nor seen, ChaUiope^ in evil day, 
•• Thy sons, for Greece^ th' adventurous sail display."* 
*• These strangers' steps some God, some fury led; 
*• To tear this heart, with agonizing dread. 
■• But — let him perish — if the fates ordain 
•* That direful exit, on the martial plain.- ■ 1090 

^* How might I 'scape a parent's watchful eye? 
♦' Ox how my philtres, ^lad m^ cVi«[TRs ^c^^l^? 
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^ What langoage might deceive the jealous ear? 

•• Or what my parposes to Jason bear?- 

•• In privacy may succour be convey'd?- 

^ What arts, what stealth, the bold attempt shall aid?— 

'* In secret, shall I own my fond alarms; 

*< And boldly clasp the stranger in these arms? 

*< Oh were he lost — would that event bestow 

** A pause from love — a remedy for woe ? I loo 

•* Would not the soul, enamoured of her grief, > 

*' Pursue his image, and disclaim relief. 

•• Farewel decorum!' — farewel every joy!— 

** His dear existence all my thoughts employ.- 

•* Whatever destiny for me remains, 

*' Fair youth, in safety fly ; where fate ordains.* 

** May'st thou but know, that from Medec^s powV, 

^ Protection foliow'd, in that fearful hour; 

** And I am satisfied.- Pursue thy fate— « 

*' Leave thy deliverer, to misfortune's hate.^-^ mo 

** His con^ct over; death shall end my care; 

** Whether I perish pendulous in air, 

*• Or rest firom pain th* invenom'd potion give.— 

** But shall 'not, then, the tale of shame survive?— 

** Scorn and derision shall attend my fall; 

** And taunts resound, within thb peopled walL 

** Each Cokbian female shall her death deride, 

** Who, slave of passion, for a stranger died. 

** A wanton, heedless of her virgin fame, 

" Who stain'd her parents, and her house, with shame- 

^ — O foul offence, no language can defend!— 1 121 

'* Disgrace to womanhood, that ne'er shall end ! 

'* No— better here resign this hated breath, 

** And fly reproach, so multiplied, in death. 

•* This very chamber, and this very time 

** Present a refuge, from the monstrous cnmc.^* 

She ceased — and ridng for a cofFer sou^t* 
WJtb potent drugs, of various influence, itaxx^f. 
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Some genial; some, with operation dark* 
Could sense perturb, and quench the vital spark. 113a 
Upon her knees the hoarded philtres rest; 
While tears, a ceaseless torrent, hath'd her breast: 
From grief and lo?e unequall'd, they descend; 
While, for those sufferings she prepares an end.—* 
The friendly bane determined now to taste^ 
She touched the bands, that held the coffer fast; 
And thought the balm of all her cares to find; 
When sudden terrors rush'd upon her mind.— 
She paus'd astonish'd. — For, before her eyes 
The forms of death, in all their terrors, rise. 114^ 
And in succession, blandishing appears. 
All that allures the wish, and life endears; 
Each darling child of hope, and fancy bright. 
That bids the senses teem, with young delight; 
And every joy, that to th' expanded heart 
Tjie. mutual wish, and social hours impart.—-^ 
Sudden, a fairer face all nature showed. 
In streams more gay, the solar radiance flowM.— — 
Again the coffer on her knees she plac*d. 
While various objects, in her soul she trac'd.— Hjo 
For Juno^s influence in her bosom wrought; 
And gave the final bias to her thought. 
No more she doubts, by warring motives drawn. 
With settled aim, she wishes for the dawn ; 
That Jason she might meet, gaze on his charms. 
And drugs impart, to guard the youth from harms.— 
Oft she unbar'd her portals thio* the night; 
And look'd, and look'd , to mark approaching light 
The morn, at length, unveil'd her welcome face; 
And thro' the city wak'd the toiling race. 11^ 

Thy sons, Chahiope^ as Argus bade. 
To watch her purpose near Medea stay'd. 
The youth himself, ere yet the stars were fled, 
His eager footsteps to the 'vessel s^ed.— 
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Soon as the maid dexrfd the morning fiiir, 

She deck'd her golden locks, with studious cafe^ 

That huDg neglected ; and th' enlivening red . . ^ 

O'er cheeks, all pale with sorrow's ravage spread. 

Ambrosial essences her skin bedew. 

O'er her bright frame a splendid robe she threw) 1 170 

Confined with clasps around her slender waist. 

A veil upon her radiant head she placM, 

Her heady that more than mortal beauty shoVd. 

The snowy veil in waves translucent flow'd. 

With spreading flowers of broider'd silver crown'd. 

Her locks difFusM ambrosial odours round. 

Now, circling thro' the dome, with Aeps of wr. 

She trod the floor; and vanishM every care; 

Uaseen those evils, that around her lay; 

And greater evils of the future day. 1 180 

She calPd her maidens — twelve, in youthful bloomt 
Stood at the chamber doors that breath'd perfume. 
Alike in age, alike in beauteous frame. 
Strangers to love, and the maternal name. 
Intent, great Hecate^ to seek thy fane, 
Ber mutes she bade them harness to the wain. 
The mules and car obedient they provide. 
Meantinae^ the nymph her mystic coffer tried. 
A drug she took, that bears Prometheus* nam(^. 
Sovereign protection 'gainst devouring flame.— 1 190 
Those, who that drug employ, with midnight care. 
Must sooth the pow*r, rever'd With torches* glare^ 
^eruphtms^ sole offspring, sought in vain, 
By weeping Certs ^ o'er th' Ennaan phin: 
That unguent with mysteribut rite apjilied, 
t^o steely weapon shdl the skin divide.<i— 
iVith force innoxious, the devouring flame 
Shall spend it's fury, on th' enchanted frame, 
^o fear of peril shall the man subdue, 
b figbt^ no tmtamtiail froni'tdil tASuft«««Mi*«^ \1Q^ 

«3 
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Prometheus drench'd Caucasian steeps Vfith gore; 
And teenung rocks the potent herbage bore ; 
When the fierce valturey deking for his foodt 
The reeking entrails torcy and swam in blood.—" 
A cubit high the stately flow'r it rears. 
Which like the crocus, in its hue» appears. 
The stem disparting wide, sublime it shoots* 
Like newly sever'd flesh appear the roots. 
The juice efius'd descends in sable rills. 
Like the dark sap, that from the beech distils. 1 210 
For magic uses, this her skilful hand 
In shells had treasured, of the Caspian strand.——* 
Seven times she plung'd in the perennial streamy 
Seven times on Brimo call'd, tremendous namet 
On BrimOf awful nurse of youthful might. 
That, veil'd in clouds, pursues the dogs of night. 
Whose pow'r tremendous central earth pervades; 
Whose pow'r tremendous sways the Stygian shades; 
Ere, rob'd in black, thro' brooding darkness deep. 
That herb she culPd along the rocky steep. itto 

She tore the plant of Titan from the ground ; 
And earth convuls'd shook from her base profoundt-" 
Then, direful pangs Prometheus* bosom rent; 
And screams of torture thro' the air he sent. 

This unguent o'er the fragrant zone was laidy 
That bound the lovely bosom of the maid. 
Medea^ hasting from the door, ascends 
The car; a virgin on each hand attends. 
She caught the reins, and with the sounding thoogy 
Thro' the wide city lash'd the mules along. iJjo 

Behind her, the remaining virgin train 
Clung to the chariot, as it roU'd amain ; 
Succinct, as thro' the spacious streets they £ee» 
They bind their snowy garments, by the knee. 

As, where Parthenius* limpid currents gleaoi 
Or newly batb'di AmnUutt in th^ stream^ 
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Her golden chariot virgin Dion £lls» 

And swift-pac'd hinds, transport her o'er the hills; 

Call'd by the scent of hecatombs from hrf 

A thousand nymphs attend her rapid car; 1249 

The Noiodif that in cool Amnisiu lavey 

With the brown Oreads^ from the mountain cavey 

The pensiYC Dryads^ that retirement lovet 

And haunt the mazes of the shady grove; 

Andy as they pass^ the beasts of wood and lawn. 

With murmurs bland, and gentle crouchings, fawn ; 

Such was the train, all-beauteous to behold. 

The crouds receded as the chariot roll'd. 

N0W9 thro' the stately portals, o'er the plain, 
With urgent speed Medea reach'd the fane : 1 250 

There, from the car she sprang, with throbbing breast ^ 
And eager thus, the virgin train add rest. ■ 
^' O friends, some error strange misleads my thought, 
^ And near those strangers hath our footsteps brought. 
^ Unwelcome visitors they seek this land ; 
^ And fill with terror, all the Colchian band. 
** Hence, all the female kind, possest with fear, 
^ Their wonted confluence to the shrine forbear.-— 
** Yety having ventured thus; since none advance, 
** Our sports to censure, with intrusive glance, 1260 
•* For wreaths collect we, every fiurest flow'r, 
** While tuneful songs deceive the fleeting hour;. 
<* Then home return.— -Yet, might my counsel swayi 
** Most useful were th' excursion of this day. 
** Mj kinsman ^/y w ■ b ut, my friends, conceal 
<< In trusty silence, what I shall revieal.—- 
** Oh, should my father learn it— woe to all! — 
^* What direfnl vengeance on our heads might fall !— 
•* But, jlrgtu wearies me, with urgent pray'rs; 
*< And ev'n my sister in his counsel shares*— tl'\^ 
<' With augbty giftM they would my pxr^osft Vic!^^^ 
^ 3y magic did, this stranger to dcTctid^ 
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«« Else he must perish.— Pity mov'd my heart, » 

** Join'd to the treasures, which he can impart. 

** My word is pledg'd obedient to their will; 

^* And yason comes the treaty to fulfil.— 

** In secret here the treasure he divides; ' 

** And takes the philtre, that my skill provideSf | 

^< The strongest spell, that magic can prepare. 

** Let all retire; and all his bounty share."— llSo 

She ended-^and her mandates all pursue. 
j^rgus apart the son of ^son drew, 
Warned by his brethren, that when dawn should break) 
The fane of Hecate the maid would seek: 
Onward he led him o'er the spacious plain. 
And Mopsus join'd theip, of prophetic strain, 
Who trac'd events, with prescient ear, and sight, 
In voice of birds, and io foreboding flight.-— 
That hour, might none, amid the sons of JovCf 
Amid the progeny of gods above, 119^ 

In youthful beauty, and endowments rare, 
With Jasottt deck'd by Junc^s hand compare.— 
Around his face ethereal radiance play'd; 
And every gesture manly grace displayed. 
A glad amazement his companions felt. 
Such beamy charms on every feature dwelt. 
The son of jimpyeut* with pleasure glows. 
And fairest omens of the future rose.— 

Beside the path, that to the temple tends, 
A poplar, with funereal leaf, ascends: 13^ 

A station meet» where clustering rooks abound, 
Whose ceaseless cawing fills the air around.— 
One of the number claps her sable wings. 
And thus the will of royal Juno sings.- 
** Poor shallow prophet, ignorant alone, 
'< Of what to striplings and to girls is known ! 

• Mofsuu 
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^< Ah fi>ol imheediDgf amorous parleys need 

'* Nor baling witnessesi nor jealous heed. " ■■ 

« Qo— go thou taOTice, in affairs of love, 

** A vile incumbrance from thy friend remore. 131^ 

^ What?— -will the soft and timid maid explain, 

** Her tender thoughts, before a numerous train ?- 

^ Oh no, thoii: presence checks the fond desire^ 

^ The sweet uftibldings of the mutual fire. 

^ Hence, hence, thou harbinger of ill remove. 

** Go simple novice in af&irs of love. ' 

*• On thee may never Cyiherea smile;. 

« Or young delights thy gloomy cares beguile J 

Thus she reproachful.^- Afo^ta gently smil'dj 
Her mission own'd; and spake in accents mild. 1320 

* — Alone, Jason f to- the fane repair.— 

* There shalt thou find a virgin young and fair. 

* Bland smiles, and kind reception shall be thine; 

* For Ventu will her heart to love incline. 

* From her, assistance shall tliy toils aWait.-— 

* So Phinetu has revealM the will of fate. 

* With Argus^ here I shall remain apart, 
' Expecting thy return, with anxious heart.-*-' 
< Thou singly haste, and urge the royal maid, 

* In hours of danger to bestow her aid." ' ■ ■ 1330 
His prudent words their approbation find; 

While thoughts congenial fill Medea* s mind* 
Ah wretched maid, nor song nor sport had pow'r* 
To fix attention, in the sportive hour.— — ^ 
Spott seem'd impertinent, and harsh the strain^ . 
Thro' music's varied soul pursued in vain; 
The varied melodies displease alike. 
No chord composure to the soul can strike. 
Scarce can her train allure the wand'ring eye; 
To difPrent objects thought and wiaht» ^^« "^^^ 

Aheent she ssitCt in meditatioQdcoNin^OL, 
Aodgiz'd 00 all the distant padxw^^^ ta<asA\ 
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Inteoti with eager eyes, and head reclin'd.— 
At sound of trampling foot, or sighs of wind* 
The fluttering heart seem'd wing'd to leave her htatt', 
And painfid throbs the glowing breath supprest. 

He comes— the subject of her fond alarm s ■ 
He comesy in all the majesty of charms. 
With footsteps light, exulting o'er the j^n. 
And bright as Siriui rising from the nudn ; ijfo 

All beauteous firom the briny surge he springs* 
But death and mourning to the fold he brings ; 
Such fatal splendour JaswCs charnos impart, 
Joy to the sight, but sorrow to the heart : 
Sad interview, from thee, the maid shall know 
A direful tissue, of reproach and woe. — — - 
Her hurried heart within her oosom flies; 
A sudden darkness veils her swimming eyes. 
Her burning cheek the deepest blush su^us'd^ 
Her trembling knees to bear her frame refus'd. 1360 
To fly, or to proceed, vain, vain her toil; 
Her feet beneath are rooted to the soil.— — 
Now, quickly vanishM all th' attendant train. 
Silent the hero and the maid remain. " 
No limb they mov'd; but, in astonished mood. 
With gaze delighted, near each other stood. 
Nor sounds nor gestures animation show. 
Like oaks or firs, that on the mountains grow. 
Whose peaceful heads all motionless arise. 
While not a bireeze is stirring in the skies; 137^ 

But, when the tempests agitate the steep, 
They wave, they bellow, as the whirlwinds sweep; 
Thus, stood the youthful pair, ordain'd to prove 
A mighty change, beneath the storms of love ; 
Ordain'd that flowing eloquence to find. 
That passion dictates to th' enamour'd mind. 

The wily youth perceiv'd the heaven4)om flame; 
And geady, thus, he tpafd \ht V\T^\ik'% shame. 
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<< Whyt beauteous maideuy in this lonely place, 
** Why gaze astonished on a stranger's face?— 13S0 
** Think me not* like the common youthful crowd, 
** In thoughts capricious, and in boasting loud. ■ 
<* Why shouldst thou fear me?^in my natiTC land* 
** In ease and affluence of the heedless band, 
'^ Not mine the mood, to wake a yirgin^s fear. 
*^ Safe slept her secret, in my ^thful ear. 
** Oh blush no more.— Whatever thou wilt, request: 
** Repose thy feelings, on a feeling breast. ' ■ 
** My fairest speak.^-With mutual hearts we meet. 
** No rash presumption fear; no foul deceit.— 139a 
** In this most awful place, where fraudful mind, 
** And thoughts unhallow'd no reception find, 
** Speak uncontroll'd.— Nor let soft speech evade 
•« The flattering promise, to thy sister made. 
•* The drugs of soothing pow'r —This aid I claim, 
** By sacred Hecate^ most awful name ; 
«* By soft attraction of the gentle ties, 
** When pleading kindred to the soul applies; 
** By Jove^ the friend of strangers, who delights, 
** In deed bencTolent, and social rites.-— 1400 

** A twofold title to thine aid I bear, 
** At once, a suppliant, and a stranger here.' 
^ By perils compass'd, for .thine aid I bend, 
*' Sole hope, in those dire conflicts, that impend.- 1 ■ 
** We, in return, whate'er the fates allow, 
** Or strangers can in climes remote bestow, 
** Will pay; the tribute of our thanks and praise, 
^* And gratitude her monuments shall raise. 
** Their labours ended, our heroic throngs 
** Shall celebrate thy praise, in martial songs. 14 10 
*' The Grecian fair thy merits shall rehearse, 
** In strain symphonious, or in mea»]a'd^cx^\ 
** Oar wires and flrgins, who with sotto^ ^^% 
^^ Tleir flfaseae iores aloDg the dtorakVvcNiviX. 



\ 
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** Grateful to thee th' exulting train shall prore^ 
« Peace to their hearts* protection to their lofe. (^ 

* Thus, Ariadne^ on the Cretan shore, '.^ 

* Daughter of Mmot, aid to Theseus bore. ^^ 

* Poi^tae filPd her veins, with hear'nly fire, 
' DeriyM from Phehusy her immortal sire. 1410 

* Tho* Mihufs purposed to destroy the train; 

* tiis daughter's pity made that ptirpose yaim 

* To share the si^ty, that her counsels gave, 
' She joinM thenr wand'rings o'er the distant wave; 

* Dear to the Gods above, her garland bright* 

* Adorns the glitt'ring canopy of night. 

* Rank'd with the beauteous host of heavenly signs, 

* Her crown the pledge of fame immort^ shines* 

* So, should my friends to thee their safety owe^ 

* Th* admiring Gods their favour will bestow. 1430 

* We read the means, in that expressive face, 

* The fair deportment, and the beaming grace. 

* There, our fond hopes the bright assurance find, 

* Of soft persuas^n, and the prudent mind.*'— — 
Thus, dropt the dews of flattery from his tongue. 

With nectar'd smiles, her eyes she downward flung. 

Then, flll'd with soft confusion, by his paise. 

Her eyes she ventured on the youth to raise. 

The virgin wish'd, but tried in vain to speak; 

Such throng'd ideas for expression seek. 144® 

A thousand thoughts at once her fancy strike,' 

Alike important all, and apt alike. 

Forth from her fragrant bosom, then she drew 

The potent charni, instinct with magic dew. 

She plac'd it ia the youth's delighted hand. 

And, had he pleas'd her being to demand ; 

Her life, her soul, in that consenting hour. 

Of amorous yielding, had confest his powV.— 

^ The coosteiUtion called Arxadn^t Crwiu 
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From JasfmU ferm, his face, his iuniiy bair» 
Such beams of beauty flashed upon the &ir; >450 

The sweet cootagion thro' the kindling eyes. 
Subdued the melting heart, with food surjurise. 
The fumes of passion drink the hurry 'd blood» 
As shrinks within her veins the vital flood. ■ 

Their downcast eyes, now, spoke the timid shame* 
AltematCy now, they darted looks of flame* 
Beneath their brows^ sweet smiling lustre play'd* i ■ 
Then, hesitating, slow, rejoin'd the maid." 

<* Attentive hear me, that thou may'st derive 
** The means of safety, from those aids I give. 1460 
^* With deadly purpose rankling in his heart, 
*' The dragon's teeth my father will impart.^ 
*^ The fatal seed in peril thou niust sow, 
^ A crop most fertile, in despair and woe.< 
^* Thou, by the march of constellations bright, 
^ Observe the moment, that divides the night.* 
** Bathe is th« Cl»rre2t of th' unwearied flood I 
^ Then, veil'd with sable stole, in solemn mood, 
<* A circling trench with hallow'd rev'rence tracer 
<* And kill a female lamb within the space. 147^ 

<< Then, rear, with unpolluted hands, the pyre; 
*< And give the victim to the flames entire. 
*< Appease the Goddess, in that awful hour, 
^ Daughter oiFertius^ sole begotten pow'r. 
<^ On Hecate libations due bestow; * 
*^ Let honey'd streams from sacred goblets flow.* 
*< This ended, home return, with backward pace; 
«< Nor turn at startling noise, thy heedless dee; 
<* Tho' hurried steps along the causeway sound, 
*< Or mastiffs hoarsely bay, with note profound. 
'« Shouldst thou, ill-fated, rashly turn thy head, 14S1 
<* Vain are the rites, and iiopes of safety fled.* 
" Seek not thy comrades, with irreverent haste, 
^ Ere all precsuttoos are obsenr'd zvA f8Al»" 
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** Soon at the morniog shall illume the sky; 
^ Dissolye this drugy and o'er thy frame apply. 
'* Unwearied strength^ and courage shall be thine; 
** And vigour, not of men, but pow^^ divine. 
** KtmtnheTt too, with this same drug, to smear 
^ Thy shteldy thy trenchant sword, and pointed spear* 
** No vonods shall ' pierce thee^ through the potest 

charms, 
^ From weapons, wielded er'n by giant arms. 1492 
** The furious bulls, that roll devouring flame, 
*^ Shall breathe innoxious on th' enchanted frame.—— 
*' But, oh beware.-^Th' enchantment will not stay. 
** It's force is bounded by a single day. 
^ Yet, not for this the bold emprize decline. 
** Some other aid, in dangers shall be thine. ■ 
** When with the fiery team, and potent hand, 
** Thro' all th' extent is plough'd the ragged land; 
*' When all the tract is sown with dragon's teeth ; 1501 
<< An earth-born race Suaii spring to light beneath. 
** When thou sha!t see the crouding warriors ris^ 
** In secret, cast a stone of ample size. 
'' For this, as famish'd dogs for food engage, 
/* The giant brothers will in combat rage. 
*^ Fell'd by each other, as they press the ground, 
^ Then, join the fight; then deal thy blows around. 
^* Thtts, safe from ^a shalt thou bear the fleece, 
•* Scope of thy voyage, to the shores of Greece.--^ 
*' But, let my image dwell within thy mind; 151 1 
<* And sometimes seek these shores; but leave thy train 

behind." 

She paus'd, and silent stood, with downcast eyes; 
A flood of tears succeeding stormy sighs ; 
While she reflected he must far renaove, 
jDeath to her hopes, and lotment to her love I 
But, sow, with bolder con&detic^ ^tv^m^^, 
SJlic prest his hand; and xJbxii Viei «^^Ocw !««:«* ^> 
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VTith monraful tooe.— ^ Thou» on the GrwetM plaiot 
** Remember me.— Thy form I shall retain; 1520 
** Alasy too firmly.— Bttt> ingenuous youthf 
*^ Disclose thy home, and household gods, with troth* 
** — What course will bear thy vessel from our coasts? 
** —-Where proud Orchomanu her treasure boasts?- 
** Or, 'mid the waves, will JEiTs nearer isle 
* * Allure thy wishes; and in prospect smile ?- 
** But* who that virgiot theme of thy applause* 
^* Whom ties of kindred to my father draws? 
^* Tliy words have painted her« as fair and young, 
*« Of noble lineage, firom Pauphae sprung.** 

Engendered by her tears, pemiciotts guest, 15 3 1 
Xiove rush'd impetuous on the hero's breast.- ■ " ■ 
Ardent he answer'd.— '* Neither day nor night, 
*' Shall thy bright form be absent from my sight* 
*^ If I may 'scape, indeed, on Colcbian plains, 
^' The dreadfid conflict, that thy sire ordains, 
** And safely reach the happy shores of Gneeef 
^* I bear thine image, with the precious fleece. 
** My fairest asks me, where my country lies.* 
^^ My heart, my tongue, are strangers to disguise. 
<< 'Tis pleasure, to perform the soft request, 1541 

^ By lips so sweet, and eyes so bright exprest. * 
** A land there is, that lofty hills surround, 
** Where numerous flocks and fertile plains abound, 
*' Sprung from Japetus, of heav'niy fire, 
•* There dwelt Prometheus^ good DeucaUan^s sire. 
*^ He first, by laws o'er willing subjects reign'd; 
** And towns for men, and fanes for Gods ordain'd. 
** 'Tis called Hamouia^ by the neighboring race, 
** There, tow'rs lolcus my paternal place; 1550 

'* And various other stately cities smile; 
** Nor ev'n by name is known JEea^t ide. 
'* From theoce, 'da said, the noble Mtnjat ^ttiX^ 
•* Who drew from JEoiiu his proud desceuii 
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^ And built OrchomenuSf a towB» that stands, ; 

** In peaceful neigbbourbood with Tifehan bands. «*» i 
'* But why amuse thee, with this idle fame, ^ 

•• My naial ^t, and jiriadne*s name? ■ 

' ** Daughter of Mmas. — Let her memory life, 
-^ In that esteem, benignant actions give. 156c 

*' Her sine and lover she to friendship led} 
** And concord firm, with healing influence, spread.*^ 
** Oh might thy ^ther hear the words of peace, 
*• From those dear lips, and all his fury cease I"—— 

Thos he, with flattering words, and soothing art, 
While sharpest anguish wrung the virgin's heart* 
I)eq>onding looks and mournful tones express 
The gloomy thoughts, that labour'd in her breast-*-*- 

^* In Greece^ perhaps, the solemn pact may bind) 
'* And laws of honour overawe the mind* ■ ■ ■ , J 5 70 
<* Alas, JEoet knows no law, but force, 
*< Unlike that Mtnos^ theme of thy, discmine* 
'* And iar inferior to that maiden mild, 
^' In charms and influence, his unhappy child! ■ ■ 
'* Oh think no more of hospitable rite; 
•' But, when lolcus' tow'rs rejoice thy sight; 
** Remember me.— -Be some few sighs consignfd, 
*< To the poor victim, that remains behind.—— 
** For me ; no pow'r shall tear thee from my soul, 
" Nor mother's voice, nor father's stern controul.-— ^ 
«* May fame the tidings of thy welfare bring. 158 1 

** Some bird propitious waft them on his wing. 
** To bear me, might the favouring breezes rise, 
** And o'er the seas transport, and thro' the skies! 
«« While round thee all the sports and pleasures floWt 
<• That affluence, ease, and kindred can bestow; 
« Before thee, might 1 sund, a sudden guest, 

^' And s3Ly — thro' me iV\e^ T?L^t\xT^% ^VL \5k^ \iteaat? 

'' Oh mi^ht I soon be p\ac'd, aadVotk^Ttmivev^ 
^' A favoured inmate, w\ihtVi7ViWfttYic\^x.ws^V» \^<y: 
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Then, piteous tears her loreiy dieeks bedew'd. . 
His gentle accents thus the youth renew'd.^— «i 
" Wish oot» my Bdrest**— Fruitless wish-«-to find 
*^The bird of embassy; the wafting wind> ■ »■ 
*' Bat, wouldst thou yield to seek the Gficiatt shores 
*' Our maids shall honour thee; our yoaths adore; 
^ Our matrons hail thy tutelary pow'r, 
« Oar guardian goddess, in th' eventful hour; 
<* Whose counsels wise and salutary charms 
^ Return the dearest pledges to their amii. l6oo 

** To some, the tried companioas of thdr youths 
^ To some, the husbands of their plighted truth. 
'* To this». a brother thine assistance pies, 
** That from thine hand a dading child receives.—— • 
« Oh mi^ I claim thee, as my blooming ^KMsei 
^ Sole dariing object of my fttthftil yowsi 
'< In hallow'd league of soul with soul combinM» 
** One wish* one love» gne fi>rtttoe» and one mindt 
** Form'd for each other» by the Gods allied» 
** Death» only death our unioa should divide.'^ 

His wofds her soul with amorous softness filL x6id 
Yet, starting ilie reccnls from purposed ilL— 
Vain were thy conBicts, most mtfaappy maid! 
For yimo*s will, with poVr compulsiTe» sway'd* 
Brief was thy force, a lover to deny. 
To Grecian shores thou art ordain'd to fly. 
To wreak her vengeance, against PeBai planoMt 
The Goddess claims thee, on lolcw: strand- 
Meantime, th' attendaots of the royal fair. 
At distance^ watch'd her steps, with jealous care." 
They watched the progress of the wearing day, 1620 
And silent murmur'd, at the loqg delay. 
The -sun, so forward on his journey past. 
Home to her jmrtots Uds Mtdea baste . "■ ^ 
Yet, aiJ iwmurk'd the stealing momenta Aow \ 
Sack pJcasiire JoiQuU looks and words \)eatov. 
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Hu fbnily fais soothing speeches so delist. 

Full gladly had she lioger'd there till night* 

More cautious he, with watchful thought, and eye, 

Late, and reluctant urg'd the nymph to fly. i i63f 

•* The day advances.— To thy mother's arms, 

** Awhile, my fairest, I resign thy charms; 

** Lest ev'ning shades our intercourse surprize; 

** Or stranger mark it, with unfriendly eyes, 

^* In happier moments of th' expansive heart, 

** Hereafter we may meet, no more to part."— -— 

The lovers thus in fond expressions vied. 
The feelings all their eloquence supplied. 
And amorous doubt essay'd, with jealous art, 
T« search the secret of the heart of heart. i(^ 

' The youth, his vessel and companions sought* 
Fire in his eye, and rapture in his dionght. 
Medea sought her train along the land. 
And soon to meet her came th' assemUed band. 
But all unconscious, as the groupe drew near* 
Her thoughts were rapt above the starry sphere. 
With limbs spontaneous, the bright car she gains; 
And takes the polish'd whip, and flowing reins. 
She lash'd the mules; with eager course they flew; 
And soon the stately city rose in view. 1659 

Chalciope her sister now addrest. 
With all the mother laboring in her breast. 
Her sons awake the mingled hope and fear. 
Much she demands, and much expects to hear. ■ » 
In vain. — Her words nor thought nor organ find. 
Grief and confusion fill Medea t mind.* 
She hears not— speaks not — such a trance possest 
The troubled soul, and -every sense opprest. 
Down on an handle seat, beside her bed, 
She sunk; and lean'd obWc^ue Vver Utv^Vd head 1660 
Propt on her left hand, Vike a dTOOYirv^?ioVt\ 
While from her eyes <iisuVs xhe bm^ sYio^w't. 
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A gloomy cloud o'ercasts her thoughtfiil brow| 
And selfUipbraidings on the spirit flow. 
A cahner moment* and a deeper heed. 
In all its horrors jriew the promised deed. 

His two attendants youthful Jasfm finds 
Awaiting his return, with anxious minds*- 
He jmn'd their steps, and hastened, to explain 
Th' eventful tidings, to th' assembled train. 1670 

Th' assembled train, as near the ship he drew. 
With glad surprise their gallant leader view. 
Uat alone, firom all the train apart. 
In secret bitterness consumed his heart; 
Nor pleasure from the common gladness felt» 
For pride and ^nvy in his spirit dwelt* 

Now, night came on, and shades and silence broi;^t. 
And cahn repose the youthful warriors sought* 
But, when Aurora bade the day*spring flame. 
Two from the number haste the seed to claim* 1680 
Bold Tehmion of Mars the darling went. 
And, who from Hermes drew his proud descentf 
JEthaMez.-^^ox was their journey vain; 
For firom the king the dragon's teeth they gain» 
Insidious gift. He sternly bade them take 
The Altai teeth, of that Aoman snake. 
Whom ancient Cadmus in Ogy^ slew; 
When, £ur Europa ravish'd ^om his yiew. 
His sister, byjtheir mournful sire's* command^ 
O'er many a deep he sought, and many a land* 1690 
Before his face the fabled heifer went. 
Guide of hb way, by prescient Phehu sent* 
At Thebes, beneath his hand the serpent fell| 
With poison arm'd he kept th' Aretiam well. 
Pallasf who stoop'd the monster's teeth to safe. 
The spoil to Cadmus and JEetes g^ive. 
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Ks portkm Cadmus sowM in Tkehan fields; 
And warriors arra'd the breathing farrow 3rields. 
Contentious brood, they bath'd in kindred gore; 
And only they turviT'dy whom Cadmms bore, 170& 
As denizons, his riaag walls to fill; 
The parent field its earth4x>rn children- till.— — 
The seed JEeUi to their hands consigned. 
With readiness that spoke the rancorous mind. 
Tho' to the yoke the fiery steers shonld bend. 
The toily he trusts, will in their ruin end. 

Beneath th' horizon now the sun dedinM, 
His course where Ethiopian summits l»nd. 
Night yok'd her saUe steeds.—- Along the sand. 
Stretched near their cables, slept th' heroic band. 171^ 
But Jason sbmber from his eyes repelled; 
And fix'd on Heav'n hb anxious looks ht, hekL 
Resplendent 'mid the starry host firom far. 
The bear of He&ct had turned her star. 
No noise was heard, along^ the watery scene; 
Nor breeze nor cioud deformed the blue serene* 
^Twas now the time. — With silent stealthy pace. 
The son of J^on sought a lonely place. 
He bore each requisite for solemn rite. 
With care collected, ere th' approach of nightw 1710 
Part, in the fold ainl dairy Argus sought; 
A female lamb and tepid milk he brought. ■ 
The rest xht ship supplied.-— The hero found. 
Far from the beaten path, a space of ground. 
With streams irriguous springing fresh and clear. ' ■■ 
He bathM his tender limbs with pious fear. 
In the pure lymph ; and o*er his shoulders threw 
A robe from Lemnos brought of sable hue. 
Gift of Hypstpils^ design'd to prove, 
A sad memorial of ilUUied loNe. 1 730 

A- cubit, then, in deph a ittncVv Vv^ xtv5!i^% 
And wood for sacrifice \b otd^t \9a4. 
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The Tictim bleeds, extended on the pyre» 
And all the hallow'd pile receives the tire* 
As o'er the flames the mix'd libation falls. 
On Brimo Hecate the votary calls. 
** Tremendous pow'r, assist my future toil.** f 
'^ith backward steps he slowly trod the soil. 
Prom deep recesses, awful pow'r, she heard} 
And rising, at the potent call appeared. 1 740 

Envenomed snakes with oaken boughs entwin'd. 
Terrific wreath, her awful temples bind. 
A mighty glare of torches flamed around ; 
And dogs of hell were heard, with piercing sound. 
The meadows trembled, as she mov'd along; 
The Nmadt waiFd, the lakes and rills among. 
Loud shriek'd the nymphs, that in the marshes lave. 
Where Amarantian Phas'u seeks the wave. 
Amaze and fear the soul oi Jason felt; 
Yet, in his thoughts Medea^ s^^2ixmng dwelt. 1 750 
With firm resolve he backward trod the plain ; 
Nor turn'd him, ere he reach'd the social train. 

When morn began, fair daughter of the spring. 
Her beams on snowy Caucasus to fling; 
£etes rose ; and clad his giant frame. 
In ponderous arms ; a gift from Mars they came. 
^\Tien sunk Phlegrean Mimas bath'd in gore. 
His bloody spoils th' immortal victor tore. 
The golden helmet grac'd the monarch's head; 
A fourfold cone its bright effulgence shed, 1760 

From far refulgent, like that orb of day. 
When, bath'd in ocean, he renews his ray. - 
A vast expansive shield his left hand holds, 
Where thickest hides are plac'd, in numerous folds. — 
His right hand grasps th' inevitable spear 
Weighty and vast, the messenger of fear. 
The king excepted, in th' embattled fie\d, 
MuUt oaly^could that weapon wield.- 

I 
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%n yoothful grac^ £ur Phwton attends^ 

And holds the chariot, ere hi& stre ascends-— 17^ 

The king ascending seis'd the flowing reins^ 

And past the city gates, to reach the plains^ 

Scene of th' intended triaU-— O'er the road 

His course he held extended long and broad. 

Focth rush'd the Cokhianty an unnumber'd throng. 

The king, like car4>Qrne Nepiune^ rode aloogt 

When Isthmian games^ divine sp^tator, 4mng 

The god, to Titnaruf^* or Lerna^t spring. 

OnchesHu* hallow 'd groare, Euhoic seat. 

Or Calaureia, his bdov'd re;treat. ■ lj9o 

He seeks, emergent from the sounding ioodi, 

Th' JEmonian rock, Gerestus doth'd in woodfti 

Tbe youth, admonish'd by the royal maidf 
Dissolv'd the drug, and on his armour laid. 
Full soon, the mafsy buckler's polish'd orb. 
The spear, and trenchant blade that charm absotiu 
Around the youth his brave companions stand; 
And try the polish'd arms, with vigorous hand* 
To bend bis poodVous I^^xlcq^ that gallant train 
Tiieir utmost efforts prove, and prove in vain. 1790 
The son oi Aphareus^ with rage beheld, 
presumption vain his haughty bosom swelled. 
His mighty falchion at the spear he aim'd. 
Where nigh the poinjt the brazen circles flam*d. 
On the firm anvil, as the hammer sounds, 
Tbe falchion felU the blunted edge rebounds. 
With joyful shouts the warriors rent the air; 
And augur'd to their toils an issue fair. ■ 
Now yason to his limbs that chann applied; 
And matchless energy the drug supplied, ]8go 

* For an account of the places here mention^ the 
reader is referred to the notes vol. i. 
f Idau 
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.ntfkblCf tremendous in the fight. 

Jnmov'd he stood, exulting in his might. 

ledDubled courage filled his ardent breast; 

Redoubled strength his valiant hand possest; 

\pd hope elates his heart, and brightens on his crest. 

Sa when the charger of illustrious stnun 

Fhe battle scents, and paws the sounding plain ; 

En pride of strength, his haughty crest he rears; 

\t ev'ry sound he pripks his watchful ears; 

^'er his arch'd neck the floating mane is cast; 

His nostrils broad propel th' impetuous blast; 1 8 19 

h youthful glory, beautiful and strong, 

He son of ^son bounded 'mid the throng. 

Swiftf as the lightning, in a wintry night, 

^rom pitchy darkness vibrates sudden light, 

N^ow here, now there, it glances through the sky, 

^nd tells th' affrighted world a storm is nigh; 

3o yasoH mov'd his polish'd shield and lance, 

Chat, quick and dazzling shot a fiery glance. 

Now, came that awful conflict big with fate. 
the band, in order, on their benches sate; 1820 

)y sounding oars, and sinewy arms impelled, 
t^eir course, to reach that field of Mars they held. 
\, space, like those, that goal and barrier part, 
Vhere rival charioteers display their art, 
^Then prizes are proclaim'd, and hsts outspread, 
Co honour some illustrious chieftain dead, 
Vnd horse and foot the ceremonies grace, 
^ith speed contending in the measur'd space, 
divides th* imperial seat of Celchian pride, 
r'rom that domain of Mars the homicide. 1 83® 

JEetet with the Colcbian race they found.**—— 
Che lofty rocks of Caucasus around 
Che crowd possest; beside the river hoir, 
thfi moaarcb stood, upon the winding ^ott« 

I 2 
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The band with cables made their vessel fast s 

And Jason to that arduous trial past. ■ ■ 

^is shield and spear he grasp'd, with eager hand; 

And from the deck sprang lightly to the land. 

Tiie polish'd helmet's shining brass he took, 

And in its womb the serpent's teeth he shook^ i% 

Nor ponderous mail his active limbs opprest; 

Nor scaly cuirass beam'd around his breast. 

Unarm'd he stood, half like the Qod of war. 

Half like the lord of the diyrnal car. 

And golden brand.—- His eyes around he threwy 

The brazen yoke was laid within his view ; , 

And near the plough with adamantine sharer-^*— 

The crisis bids hjm fpr the toil prepare. 

The youth approach'd, advancing o'er the ground; 

And planted deep the spear with ringlets bound. i8jO 

Weighty and strong, erect it stood in earth ; 

Near lay the teeth of that envenom'd birth* 

Within the helmet.— Co ver'd by his shield; 

To seek the bulls, he march'd alpng the field.— ^ 

When, sudden, from the stalls beneath the ground. 

Dark clouds of smpke diffus'd their volumes round. 

Seen thro' the bljacjcness, by the lurid glare, 

Disgorging fire, uprush'd the fatal pair. 

'J'hat object struck with fear th' heroic bands; 
To meet the rageful monsters Jason stands, l8& 

Standing unmov'd, as rocks within the deep. 
When mountain billows break, and torrents sweep. 
His shield pppos'd to meet their wrath he bore. 
With levell'd horns they came; and furious roar^ 
In vain their fury the brave youth assail'd; 
Nor force immense nor volley'd ^r.e prevail'd. 
On the red furnace, where the me^s glow* 
Thro' many an orifice, as founders blow. 
And now t^e bellows urge tlie raging fire* 
And paudng now th' eo&ebled flames retire, 1870 
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1.00(1 and impetuous roars the blast beneath, 
JVt intervals; — the bulls with fiery breath, 
}7ow, pause — and now, the flamy volumes drive, 
<]Juick, noxious, as the cloud when lightnings rive, 
'With somid tremendous. — But ihey smote unharmM 
"The dauntless youth, with magic influence arm'd — 
l^Jow, by the horns, with such commanding might, 
He seis'd the bull, that stood upon his right, 
Superior force his dangerous captive held, 
And to the yoke the struggling beast compelled, i 88j«> 
His foot the brazen hoof, with nimble stroke, 
Sapplants, and brings him kneeling to the yoke. 
An equal fate his fierce companion found ; 
The youthful hero brought him to the ground. 
Ks ample buckler on the plain he cast; 
And firmly striding grasp'd the monsters fast. 
Oatstretch'd at length, with broad and nervous breast, 
The struggling bulls incumbent he opprest. 
Smoke wreathed around him, darted flames were rollM; 
—With hand intrepid he retained his hold. 1890 

The savage monarch, with amaze, surveyed 
The force and courage, by the youth display'd. 
Nor then regardless were the gallant pair, 
The sons of Tyndarus and Leda fair. 
Appointed service, near the yokes they stand ; 
They raise from earth ; they give to Jason^s hand.— 
These o'er each monster's neck he firmly bracM; 
Then fair between the brazen pole he plac'd. 
And threw the ring that from th' extreme depends 
O'er the sharp hook, that from the yoke extends. 19O0 
Back, from the noxious glare and scorching heat> 
Th' illustrious brothers to their ship retreat. 
In haste, from earth the hero caught his shield; 
And o^er his shoulders cast its orbed &e\d \ 
His polish'd helm he seis'dy no common vit\^x^ 
Replete wiili dragon's teeth, tremendous tit\^x« 
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Hb ponderous javelin by the midst he held. 

The biting point th' indignant beasts impell'd; 

Like the sharp goad by rustic hands applied; 

Deep in their flanks the polish'd brass he dyed. I^to 

He guides the plough-tail, with unerring hand* 

Compacted firm in adamantine band. 

The toiling monsters roar'd with fruitless ire^ 

And darted from their mouths redoubled £re. 

Loud and impetuous was their stormy breath. 

As blasts, that menace mariners with death; 

When mountain-high devouring waves prevaily 

And fearful hands contract the shivering sail.— — • 

Not long they mov'dy obedient to the spear. 

Ere the rude eanh was open'd in the rere. ij^ 

The ploughman stout and potent steers conibinM 

Ample and broad the furrow trac'd behind. 

O dire the crash!-— *the sound was heard a&r. 

Prom all the broken clods, that teeni'd with war. 

The youth pursuing, with intrepid breast, . 

And footsteps firm, the path of danger prest.— 

With band unsparing, onward as he past, 

O'er the plough'd land the dragon's teeth he cast; 

And oft he turn'd— oft anxious ey'd the soil ; 

Lest giant harvests should prevent his toil, l$}^ 

While pressing onward, o'er the stubboAa plains 

The brazen footed bulls their toil sustain.* 

When three full portions of the time were spentf 

From dawn of morning to the sun's descedt; 

And gladsome now their weary task to leave. 

The workmen hail the sweet approach of eve; 

Xh' unwearied ploughman triumph'd in his toii» 

O'er all the large allotted space of soil. 

Four acres lay upturn'd, the share beneath. 

All fully saturate vrkh dragpn's teeth ■ 194O 

The fiery monsters ftom O^ft ^oV^Ytt^ta^v 

And drove them letn&^d 3iws,x>afc xc«aA- 
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He gaz'd arotmd.— The furrpws still remam 

A blatifcy uapeo^ed by the giant train. — 

ilie iship he sought, and join'd the gallant crew ; 

TiKf»9 hi his helm the cooling, bererage drew. 

Gladly the yos^ indulg'd in transient rest ; 

With words of hope his comrades chear'd his breast. 
His heart expanded, with increasing nlight, 
Like the fierce boar impatient for the fight, ^95^ 

Who whets his tusks, and mitsters aiil his wraths 
And foaniltg waits the hunter in his path. 

Bot now the land its horrid harrtst brings. 
A^ut flrm'd firom ev'ry furrow springs; 
And hehns, aiKi shields, and kraces, all around, 
Ii8k -bearded corn, rosie bristling o'er the ground. 
The sacred spcice of Mars^ the scourge of man.— - 
To Heair*a% high Tauks the gleaming splendours ran. 
When wimf fy stdrms, wrcharg'd with vapoursi flow, 
And heap along the ground the drifted snow, ig6^ 
The clouds disperse, and thro' the gloom of nighti 
The starry train emerge, in dazzling light ; 
Thu^, sudden brightness shot along the land. ■ ■ ■ ■■ 
Admonish'd by the virgin's wise command, 
A circling stone, of mighty weight and size, 
A disk lor dreadful Mori the youth espies ; 
Scarce could four noen th' enormous mass sustaiiiy 
With «a6e the hero rais'd it from the plain ; 
Then, rushing forward, with « sudden bound, 
Aloft ia air he hurFd it, round and round. • 1976 

Distant it fell amid th' embattled field. 
The youth collected ^runk behmd his Khieid, "" 
Yet with intrepid heart.— The Coicbians roar, 
like billows, when they lash the rocky thore.< 
With mute and bhmk amaze their king heheld. 
What force stupendous fhe huge disk impell'i 
In combat loud, as barking dogs engage. 
Those earth-bom broth^s round that ^scus xvig^ 
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With hideous din ; and by each other's hand, 
Pierc'd thro' with spears, they sunk, along the land. 
Like oaksy uprooted by the whirlwind's sway, 1981 
Or mountain pines o'erturn'd in ranks, they lay.— 
As shoots a star portentous to mankind. 
And falling draws a train of light behind ; * ' 

So bright, at once, and terrible to view, 
The youthful warrior on the giants flew. 
The naked falchion lighten'd in his hand ; 
And wounds promiscuous fell'd the rising band. 
Some, half ascended into life he found; 
Some, to the breast yet struggling in the ground; 1996 
Some, newly freed stood upright on the soil. 
Some, forward rush'd, to claim the martial toil.*— - 
As when a land becomes the seat of war. 
The farmer marks the foG^s approach from far; 
And lest the spoilers should possess the grain. 
Anticipates the harvest of the plain ; 
The curving sickle newly-cdg'd he bears, 
And o'er the furrows fall th' unripen'd cars; 
He bears the corn, with fearful haste, away. 
Ere yet it's tinge bespeaks the solar ray; 200O 

Dire harvest, J^atpn reap'd that earth-born brood; 
And all th' o'erflowing Airrows boil'd with blood. 
Swell'd by continual rains, as torrents spread. 
Despise their banks, and inundate the mead. ■ — 
Itt various postures they resigned their breath. 
And grim and diverse were the forms of dea^h.— • 
S^me bitjth' empurpled earth, and prostrate lay; 
Some backward fell, and breath'd their souls away ; 
NSome lean'd half-rais'd, and panted to the wind; 
Some sidelong writh'd, in agonies xeclin'd ; 2010 

Then, sunk, extended in eternal sleep; 
X»jie mighty whales, that ^luTObet o'er the deep.—* 
Entangled some, fast looitd \tv tVvt ^Toxx'a^, 
With head bcUning drw>i^*d\)fcTifca\^\^^>M^NMi^\ 
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High as ercwhile to Heav'n they rear'd the crest^ 
So low they sunk, with damps of death opprest; 
Thus youthful plants, surcharged with storm and raidy 
Hang their moist heads, and languish to the plain. 
Bent from the roots ; the gardener, in despair, 
Surveys the prostrate of&pring of his care; 2020 

And weeps his toils defrauded of their scope, 
The pride of autumn lost, Pomona* s ravish'd hope.— 
Such grief and rage' the monarch's bosom knew, 
As o'er th' expiring train he cast his view. 
He sought the city, with the Cokhian throng, 
Resolving vengeance, as he mov'd along. 
The second conflict with the day was clos'd. 
The sun decUa'd, and all the train repos'd. 
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Book the fourth^ 



ARGUMENT. 

JEaei begins to suspect^ that his <kughtersy particttltrly 
MedeUf must ha^e had some share, in the untxpected 
success of y/zroif.'— «-He -calls a council of his confi« 
dential friendsy by night.— —ill#dSra is alarmed, imd 
dreads the vengeance of her father^*— -^Her first 
thoughts^ on the occasion-^ lead her to end her life 
by poison. -T-Tbrougb the influence ^ Juno^ she Re- 
solves, after a conflict between love sad fear, and the 
sense of duty, to &y tpom CokhoSf with the jfrgO' 
fMuts, ■ ■ ' ' S he kaves the city, by nrght, and joinj 
Jeuon and his cempadioos, at the ship. " *!' T heir 
meeting described.— The -fleece of gold.— The dra- 
gon that guarded it described. ■■ ydson is aided by 
Medea f IaIIs the haer to rest, and gains possession 
of the formers — Medea sails with the advtottifers for 
Greece, > > ■ • JEeht pursues ihein.— The ArgdnmUt^ 
havii^g crest the Euxine sea^ sail up the Ister.^^M- 
eyrtuu the brother of MedtOy is murdered, through 
tlie contrivance of th^ prince^, aitd the treachery of 
yason, -—The pollution, induced by t^ts act of dru* 
elty, is expiated by ^iV^ii^^ bt K4iose 'island thfe Mlhy/t 

land. Thetis and her nymphs conduct the vessel 

through the straits of Scylld^ and Cbarybdis.'''-^)!^ 
jirgonauts sail past the iiflandfi t)f the Slrenii Troflti 
whose enchantments they tee preserved by OffifHir* 

At CofKyrn^ they eiBcOaater the Cakhkm^ Who 

pursued them through the ^ywyAg oAf ■> « > ^ T fat CA« 
rJl^MU impoitoBe jtkk^uSf king «t tteit laii^anftbi v^ ^^ 
Jirer up MMea to tfaom» tli«l dit'j tBacsf xwMiW.^i^''^ 
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her father. — ^The monarch consents to send her back 
to her father, provided she is yet unmarried ; declar- 
ing, at the same time, that, if she is already united 
to Jasonj he will not part man and wife : by the con- 
trivance of jirete^ wife to jtlktnousy the nuptials of 
Medea and Jason are immediately celebrated; and 
jilcifunu protects the lovers. — The Argonauts again 
, put to sea; and are driven, on the quicksaodi of 
jifrica; where they are in danger of perishing.—— 
They are extricated from the present distress, by the 
tutelary deities of the country.— ^-Thc Mtnys bear 
the vessel on their shoulders te the lake Tritonit*-^ 
The Hesperidesf whom they find bewailing the loss 
of their dragony slain the preceding day by Herculcsi 
give them ^orae tidings of that hero. Fruitless at- 
tempt to overtake him. Death of Cantbuty and of 

yMoptm.^^^Trlioa appears.*-**-His figure particuhtrly 
described. — He gives the heroes information^oddi* 
rections respecting the remainder of their Toyage.-* 
The Argonauts pass near Crete. — Marvellous adven- 
ture and death of Talus, At Kippuru^ the adven- 
turers sacrifice to Phebusy who, standing on the top 
of a hill, enlightens their way. A clod of earthy 
which had been given to Euphemus by Triton^ is 
thrown into the sea, and becomes an island, named 
Cailiste. — The Mlny£ anchor at the island oiJEpuaf 
where they water, and, loosing from thence, arrive, 
without further interruptioui on the coast of Thessafy* 



I ET once again I court the muses' aid.— 
The toils, the counsels, of the Colchian maid 
Demand the song*.— O virgin child of Jove^ 
Doubt and confusion from my soul remove.— 
Decide the theme — what ills from fate she bore-r 
Ha ^ght immodest from tht iaux« ^qic— • 
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And kindred people. — 'Mid the gloom of nighty 

With thirst of vengeaoce iill'd, and stern despite> 

The king convok'd the chieftains of his land. 

Within the palace, an afflicted band. 10 

His meditations on the conflicts dwell, ' 

And black suspicions on his daughters fell. 

Then, Juno struck the royal maid with fear; 

She tremblcdi like the young and timid deer. 

Which o])ening hounds with loud alarm o'ertake^ 

In deep recesses of the tangled brake.—— 

She deems the secret to her father known; 

And erery shape of misery her own. 

I^er conscious m^dens wake foreboding fears. 

^re fiH'd her eyes, and tingling sounds her ears. 30 

X)ire were the shrieks of anguish and despair. 

Bhe smote her breast, she rent her flowing hair* 

In poison had she sought relief from pain^ 

And render'd the designs of Juno vain. 

But pow'r divine her changeful purpose bore> 

With Phryxut* offspring to forsake the shore, 

A dawning hope her rapid thoughts embraced.—— 

I>rawn from the casket, in her breast she plac'd 

The magic hoard of drugs. — She kist her bed, 

And parting tears with eager passion shed. 30 

Her fond embraces both the door-posts clasp'd; 

And all around th* accustom'd walls she grasped}—- 

A token, then, to the maternal fair, 

Tore from her beauteous head a tress of hair^ 

Sad, sad memorial of her virgin hours. 

Offering to duty's violated pow'rs. — 

She calls her mother's name, with heartfelt sighs. 
** And oh farewell, my parent dear, "(she cries) 
** Far, when I fly, may health and peace be thine^ 
** This lock alone remain, of what was mine.— 40 
" Farewell, my sister; farewell household tnuni 
^' FareweU the jwcot walls, the nau^t ^\iski-^ 
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<< Had billowA circled o'er that stranger'^ head^ 
** Ere to these shores in evil hour he sped! 

" Bane of my virtue!" Thus* her grief she 

toldy 
While bursting tears in ceaseless torrents roll'd. 

When cruel £ite bids some fair captive roam. 
Reluctant slow she leaves her splendid homei 
To grief unbroken,- new to pa^n and toil» 
She goes to meet them* en a distant soil ; 50 

In soft indulgence norst, the darling ciiild9 
Of pride parental^ and a&ction mild ; 
Sad change, to prove on some ungenial land* 
The task degrading, and the stern command; 
Thus, driven by tyrant love, and fortune's hatCf 
The royal virgin goes to meet her ifbte. 

The bolts and Ixirs obey the magic song; 
And ope spontaneous, as she past along. 
Th' expanded barriers ownM inchanted sway. 
Thro* narrow paths she took her stealthy way. 60 
Her feet are naked ; on her gracious brows. 
And blooming cheek, the veil her left hand throws. 
The border of her robe the right sustains, 
With darkling pace the city wall she gains. 
Thro' the vast city borne in wild affright. 
No warder from the turrets mark'd her flight. 
To seek the fane her eager thoughts were bent. 
By paths frequented oft with dire intent. 
Where slept the dead within the heaving ground, 
And noxious herbs, and potent drugs, were found. 7^ 
Here had she sought materials for her charms, 
And torn the lingering roots replete with harms* 
As now she wander'd, thro' the confines drear. 
Her cob€cious bosom throbb'd, with guilty fearr 
The Croddess of the silver crescent rose; 
A&d look'd complacent on her frantic woes^ 
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Afl otyect meet, to justify her love. — 
** What tho' (she (aid) to Laimran* c^ns I rorc. 
^ Not ttoexampled in my wild desiret 
^* I seek Endymotif with incessant fire. to 

** Thou too» enchantreasi of uodauated breast^ 
I ** Thou bold iDtFuder on Diana*t rest» > 

** Whose guilty tongue renew'd th* insidious strain^ • 
*^ To walie the feelings of my am'rous pain^ 
^* That Qynthia might withdraw her sacred %hty 
** And free to magic leave the murky iiig)bt» 
<< That mutter'd spells might uncontrouled pre?ailt 
*< And corses rise Ixneath the .glimpses |)ale, 
" Wretch, thou hast provM th' inevitable -houri 
*^ Thy hardened nature bows to Cufid^^ power; ^ 
'< The god» the ^od» has wing'd Ins bormag dart* 
^* And Jason^i image revels in thy beart-^- 
" Go— dext'rousy as thou art, in spdls and cbar»% 
" Redeem thy soul, from these delicious harms. 
«< Go — if thou canst the fatal pangs avoids 
** That gods torment* and naortals have destroy\L"--» 
Each nerve in flight, meantime, the virgin straia'd» 
Oh, with what joy the river's bank she gain'dl 
Led, by the fires* that, thro' the festive night* 
Gleam'd clear, in honour of the prosperous fight* 100 
As round the flame the gallant train r^oice* 
RoU'd thro' the gloom, they hear a plaintive voice* 
For* as MelleB climb'd the riaiqg ground. 
On PbrontW name she call^ with shrilly sound* 
Of Pbryxtu youqgest born; thro^ darkness dreuv 
The well-known accents vibrate on his ear.* « 
His brothers knew the voice; and Jann knejri 
Then* silent wonder leis'd the youtk&l crew« 

I I I ' I f ,. II Ti l gaaae^aggageasgggsaBatsap 

* The caves of nomtZitfAMP/i whficc ^M^Hnsk^aUL^ 
to Jbarc oKtJBtklfmm^ 
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Thrice call'd the princess. — UrgM by all the crowd, 
The son of Phryxus answer'd thrice aloud. J lo 

Nor yet their halsers on the bank were laid ; 
With eager oars they press to reach the maid. 
From the high deck the youthful leader darts; 
With all the fire, that sanguine hope imparts. 
With ArguSy PhrontUy springing to the shore. 
The kindred mourner thro* the gloom explore. 

The brothers stood th' afflicted maid beside. 
She clasp'd their knees; and supplicating cried. — 
•* Save me, lor*d youths; preserve yourselves and me, 
** From stem JEetes^ and perdition free.— 120 

•< All is betray'd. — No hope for us remains. 
" Save in some vessel, and the wat'ry plains.-— 
*< Swift let us fly, ere he ascends his car, 
** With rapid steeds to chace us from afar.*— 
** The golden fleece, fruit of my bounty, take. 
^* My philtres shall subdue that watchful snake.— 
** But, stranger, raise to Heav'n thy pious hand; 
** And join the gods to this assembled band.— 
*< Call them, in witness of thy plighted word. — 
** Bid them, thy oaths, thy promises record. 130 

«* Should I for thee forsake my friends and home, 
** For thee to distant climes an exile roam. 
** Swear, thou wilt not such confidence betray; 
•* Thou wilt not leave me, to contempt a prey. — 
** Swear, that of kindred, home, and friends bereft, 
•* I shall not be a wretched outcast left.**— — 

Plaintive she spoke, while piteous tears distilled ; 
But secret joy the soul of Jason filPd.— 
He gently rais'd her, as his knees she grasp'd; 
And, soothing mild, in fond embraces clasp*d.«— 14c 
•* Hear nie, my fairest.— In this awful hour, 
** I call on Jove^ and e^ei^ VveflLVnly ^ow'r; 
^' On Juno chief, tVie si^oxx^e o£ tvXvci^ 'Jwi^ 

"^ The sacred »rbiu«^ \)S\j^^^Vw^*— ^ 



THE ARGOITACTICS. 185 

" Within my native home thou shalt preside. 

•* Queen of my heart, my darling, and my bride.'*— 

Then, for assurance of the mutual breast, 

The virgin's hand, with plighted hand, he prest. 

Now, were the train adraonish'd by the maid. 
To ply their oars, and gain the sacred shade ; 150 

And thence by nightly stealth the fleece convey, 
Ere stern Metes should their course delay. 
The train obey, by hopes and fears impell'd. 
Their ship they cnter'd, and their oars they held. 
They push'd from land, incumbent on their oars. 
Their clamours echoed, thr</ the winding shores. 

Then, turning towards the ptain, th' afflicted feif 
Stretch'd forth her beauteous hands, in- mute despair. 
— Now, had she rush'd, a wat'ry death to find» 
But Jason sooth'd her agonizing mind; 1 60 

And gentle force her frantic will restraint. 
And now the ship th' appointed station gain'd. 

What time the wakeful hunters ope their eyes; 
AfkA call their dogs; and to the chace arise; 
Whose early sports anticipate the mom; 
And rouse the. covert with the hound and horn; 
Ere from the dewy ground the solar ray 
Drinks the light traces, and the scent away; ^ 

The youthful leader, with his virgin guide, 
Debark'd upon the river's grassy side. j*fm 

There, where the fabled ram with toil opprest, 
First reach 'd the strand, and bending sunk to rest; 
When o'er the sounding waves, from shore to ^ore» 
The wandering son of j^thamas he bore.— 
And near, with smoky base, an altar stood. 
That Phryxus rcar'd, retiring from the flood. 
To Jovfy the stranger's friend, whose guardian might 
Protects the suffering exile, in his ft\^hl\ 
And there, obedient to what Hermes l.o\^» 
He offer'd up the raniy with fteece ot gcMi. "v.^^^ 
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I 
By jlrgtts -wftro'd, the social band wit&drewr ^ 

Th' adveoturotts path the clkiaf and maid pursue^ 

Along that path the sacred grove they sought, ; j 

Where tow'r'd the beech, nmh fieecy treasilre fraaghf* ; ^ 

-—They see the plant it's giant arms unfold ; I ; 

And bright between ap^ars the pendent gold, \- 

Lilce flaming clouds, with curling -radiance bright^ 

That blush, iUumin'd by the dawning lights 

The watchful dragon that the fleece defends, 

A length immense i^is wavmg neck extends. 19^ 

Onward the lorers moTei his eyeballs flame; 

And dire&l hissii]^ their adi/oincie proclaim. 

Balefbl snd shrill was that iU-em^'<i soundf 

Th* extended shores re-echoed all around.— 

They heard, who, far from the 7'sUmiam slfatidf 

Plough the wide limits of 4he Cokhkm UmkIi 

Where Ljau from jiratesi hvd divides^ 

And joys, with Phadi mix*4, tonpdlbis saiored liter 

Scared hy the noise, the mothers start -from resti 

And press their new-born infants to the breaM* MO 

From burning woods, ascending to the pole. 

As globes of smoke in fiery volumes ToUf 

Cloud urges cloud; th' incessant vapours risa^ 

Enormous wreaths, and whir4 along the skies; 

The monster imge imp^U'd his countless spires, 

O'erlaid with scales, that shone like distant fifes» 

Onward he labour'd, with tremendous sway.— 

The maid advaoc'd, and stood athwart his wciy. 

With softest sweetest notes she call'd a pow'f^ 

Bland, but suihcient in that dangerous hour. gl^ 

With warbled strain ^e call'd the God of sleep, 

In Lethe s dew those watchful eyes to steep. ■■■. 

Y>et more she summons, from beneath the ground. 

The queen rever'd in shades of night profound.-*^ 

*< Rise, awful HecaiCf propitious pow'r. 

^Aid the bold purpose of thia faul hovit l''. 
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Brave as he was, and oft in perils tried. 

With faltering steps the youth pursued his guide. 

Now, wrought the mystic charm, with potent sway* 
Entranc'dy dissolv'd the dreadful monster Jay, 2ao 
With spine relax'd, extended o'er the plain^ 
In orbs diiRise uncoii'd his scaly train. 
When breezes fill th' expansive sail no more» 
And not a wave b heard to lash the shore. 
In placid silence, thus the billows sleep; 
And languid curls are spread along the deep. 
Yet, still aloft his horrid head he rear'd; 
And still in aa to close his jaws appear'd; 
With dreadful menace.— But the nymph disphy'd 
A mystic bough, cut from the sacred shade» 330 

A branch of juniper in drugs bedewM, 
With potency by magic spell imbued.—- 
Melodious charm her tuneful voice 'agpCeai 
She waves httr opiate o'er th^ monster's ^ycs« 
l)i&s'd around narcotic vapour fiowi; 
The dragon sinks subdued, in deep vepose» 
Unmoving, harmless, as the silent dead| 
His gaping jaws were &!i*d^ he hung his headf 
And spreading, like some vast meandering flood* 
His powerless volumes stretch'd along the wood. 149 
Exhorted by the maid, without delay. 
The youth approach'd the tree, to seise the preyi 
While, near the dragon fix'd, th' intrepid maid 
O'er his dire head the flattering uncticm laid«i ^ 
She waited thus, unmov'd, and unappall'd. 
Till to the ship the youth her steps recall'd, 
When now departing from the sacred grove* 
He gave the sign, of safety, and of love. ■ 

As when, exuiting in reflected light. 
The full-orb'd moon displays the torch of night; sj* 
Some maid delighted sees the splendour ^1, 
On the high cieUng, or the chamber w^Jiv 
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Around she sees the circling lustre dancCf 

And spreads her veil to catch th' illusive glance J 

So joy'd the youthful hero, to behold 

•The lights reflected from the fleece of gold ; 

While, as he bore the glorious prize on high, 

The ruddy splendors lightened to the sky. 

O'er his fresh cheek the fiery lustre beamsy 

The radiance on his front of ivory streams. 26^ 

That fleece was ample, as an heifer's hide/ 

Or skin of hinds, tb^^t in Achaia bide ; 

So large it spread,- with the metallic freight, 

Of golden locks that curl'd, enof mous weight. 

The rays were darted round, so bright and strong ;[ 

The path seem'd gilded, as he strode along. 

O'er his broad shoulders now the treasure flung. 

Descending ponderous to his footsteps hung ; * 

Now, in his hands the precious fleece he holds ; 

And turns with anxious care the shining folds; tl% 

While round his eyes are glanc'd with jealous fear. 

Lest god or mortal should the conquest bear.— • 

Now, rose Aurora^ blushing from the main. 
The youthful lovers join'd the social tram. 
In mute amaze, that gallant band survey 
The fleece, refulgent with a. fiery ray; 
As bright, as flaming, as the bolt ^ Jovei 
And all to touch the sacred burden strove. 
The youth forbade ; and from their sight withdrew. 
A new-wrought mantle o'er the fleece he threw. 280 
Then, near the helm he plac'd the royal maid ; 
And, turning to his brave companions said.— — 

<< No more, despondence ishall afllict this band.— 
•* Despair no longer of your native land.-^ 
** The vast emprize, that most allur'd and griev*d, 
*• Hope of our toil and perils, is atchiev'd.— 
^< Behold this lovely maid, with grateful hearts. 
^* Ascribe your safety to her Ytos^To\» ^ns. 
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*^ Her, to my homey a virgin bride I bear, 

^ Alike from gratitude and beauty dear. jpo 

^ If charmsy it' benefits may claim your aid, 

" My friends will guard our tutelary maid* 

** Whose hand beneficent bestows the fleece, 

'^ And home conducts you» to your loves in CrifCi. 

** But think not yet our labours at an end ; 

<< What art obtained your valoyr must defend* 

'< "^JEetes jBOon, with savage throngs, will sweepp 

'< To bar our e^^it, to the friendly deep.-^ 

^ Somef urge the vessel from these dangerous shores, 

^ Set, man to man, alternate at your oars*-^ 30Q 

'* Half grasp the shield compact of many a hide; 

'* And be the foes in open fight defied. 

*< Each, in that hour, will feel upon his hand, 

*' Loves, .children, parents, friends, his native land, 

^ Alj, that possest deji^hts the hunuin heart; 

'^ All, all, that lost affliction can impart. 

'* This moment calls us, to renown or shame.''— > 

He ceas'd.— His arms aroynd the hero flame. 

Loud shouts of ardour b^rst from all the crew» 
Their leader from the sheath his falchion drew. 310 
Nor weak nor erring hand the halspr smote ; 
And free from land he sees the vessel float.-*- 
Then, near Anc£us^ while the helm he sway'd. 
In arms he stood, beside the plighted maid. 
Urg'd by th' exertions of that vigorous throng, 
To pass the i)ood, the vessel shot ^ong. 

Now, from the meanest Colcbtan to the throne, 
Mejea's love and deeds by all were known.— 
In armour clad the crowds to council haste, 
Numerous, .»s billows, wixb the wint^ry blast; 320 
Numerous, as leaves in forests strew the ground; 
When chiding autumn bids her gale resound; 
Thus^ countless they, in many a crouded rank. 
With noise and fury fill'd the rW^'s )QaJiV» 
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With steeds tlkistriousy ami his polishM car, 
Attid the crowd JEites shone from far. 
The steedv, donation of his sire the sun. 
Were swifts as winds or flying sounds, to run. 
While in the left his circling shield he lo^sk^ 
A branch of flaming {nne his right hand shook. 3 1» 
Beside him lay his spear^ enormous length. 
Of weight prodigious, and resistless strength. 
Witfai dett'Voufi hand Mtyrttu hekt the reins. 
Meantime, the welcome deep the vessel gains, 
Sriv'n by the force combined, of youthful arms. 
And prosperous currents from that land of harms. 

Metes viewM, with anguish and dismay. ■ 
To yove appealing and the solar ray. 
With hands upraised. — ** Ye Gods, to whom belongs, 
** AH-seeing pow'rs, the punishment of wrongs, 340 
*• Receive my vows; my direful curses hear!— 

And you my subjects, if my wrath ye fear; 

O^ertJCke these traitors, if the land they keep; 

O'ertake their vessel, if she ploughs the deep; 

Regain that wanton, from the miscreant band; 
•• Bring her, to feel a wrathful father's hand. 
** Let vengeance swiftly seise the caitiff crew ; 
** In combat quell them; or in flight pursue.'' 

He ceas'd. — That very day, with active care. 
Their ships and stores the Colchian band prepare. 350 
That very day, their vessels plough'd the wave ; 
And sails unnumber'd to the breezes gave. 
Not ships, but feather'd flocks, the vessels seem. 
That urge their flight, with many a shrilly scream.*' 

Meantime, the Grecian vessel wing'd her path, 
Charg'd with the messenger* of heav'nly wrath. 
The bneezes, that with Juno^s will conspire. 
To Pert(u waft the creature of her ire. — 

* Medea. — See notes, 'vot. »• wi^ ^t Xfcxx v^\a. 



« 
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When. l(he tkin£ nomog camel theG^vvKiir^imd 

Their vessel jaoor'dy on Bnphlagmuf'9 sfemtKk 369 

Whei« soandiDg Hnijt nislies ta dl^ deep-; 

They land, the rites ^Httatt to kee]»; 

So bids the maid. — No conscious beavt shaU knov 

Those mystic rites; no rhimesiTRevereotshow; 

Be ^r, froni «ueh attempt^ my pioti^ son^i 

To night and awfiil silence they bek)Wg.- ■ ■■ 

Yety ticSL the structure crowns the soandlng shorey 

Rais'd hy those heroes in the times of yore» 

Now Jcumi ciflls to mind the prescient straifif 
Alike rememberod l^ the social train: 3 70 

How Phinem sang, that, having won the fleecev 
A different course shonld lead them* home to Greece • 
— «But what; the desdft'd course^ in doubt remaitt'd"; 
Till Argut thus the latent truth explained. ■ ■ » 

" To reach Orchomenus^ we trace the wayt 
** Described by Phineutf in prophetic lay.— 
*• That mariners a varying track may hold 
" The sacred ministers of Heav'n unfold; 
** They who the worship 0^ the €rods attend; 
** Where Thebes* beholds Tritontan tow'rs ascend. 
** Oldest of mortals they, who peopled earth; 381 
** Ere yet in Heav'n the ladiant signs had birth. 
" The Danaij sacred race, were they unknown; 
*' Th' Area&am held the plains of Greece alone, 
** On acorns wont, in silvan wilds, to feed ; 
" Ere men the lunar wandMngs IfeamM to read; 
** Ere yet the heroes, of DeucaRoe^s blood, 
*^ Pelatpa peopled, with a glorious brood. 
♦« The fertile plains of Egyft HourishM then, 
** Productive cradle -of the first of men. 390 

^ There Trkpn^ beanbeous stream, irriguoos flows, 
*< And o^er th' eltpanse fertility bestovrv 

» UMgfpik 
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** No rains from Heav'n bedew the bxtnct^s toil; 

** But inuDdations bathe the pregnant soiL 

** From thence».'tis said, o'er many a distant landp 

** A valiant chieftain led his hardy band.— 

** Heroic guide of heroes to the fights 

** With Euraptf jliia bow'd beneath his might* 

** Yet not to ravage o'er the land he spread^ 

" For walls he raisM and colonies he ied. 

*' A thousand sutes his conquering arms asiaO'd. 

*• A favour'd few o'er war and time prevailed. 400 

** Of mosty nor trace nor memory appears, 

•' For ever swallow'd, in th* abyss of years; 

>$* Buty firm thro' ages, ^a*s walls remaioy 

*^ Firm the descendants, of that martial train, 

'^ Whom to that station first the warrior drew ; 

** When o'er the land his concjuering myriads flew* 

** Still they preserve, with reverential awe, 

^' Sacred memorials of their ancient law; 

'' And tablets sculptur'd, in the times of old, 

'^ The paths and bounds of earth and seas unfold ; 410 

*^ What course the deeps to mariners expand ; 

^' And what the plains, to those who traverse land. 

•' —Of spreading ocean the remotest horn, 

** Ample and deep a mighty stream is borne. 

** From springs remote his sounding waters glide> 

And loaded ships, may on his bosom ride. 

Majestic liter. — From Riphean hills, 
" Fill'd, with the tribute of a thousand rills, 
** Swoln, with the melting of perpetual snow, 
** Beyond the seats, where Boreas 'gins to blow, 420 
•* O'er many a region, from his mountain source, 
^« He rolls, at first, with undivided force. 
" When Scythian realms, and Thracla*s bound he gains* 
** In sever' d streams he rushes o'er the plains. 
** One arm to meet tV Ionian >Nvit\vt. ^xA<s^ 
*' And one he sends, to *>«t\l TmocrW* tA^*^ 
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* Thro* thedeep bay, that joins my nadve coast}* 

* If I may knowledge of tradition boast.** 

He ceas'd.— -The Queen of Heav*n a sign dis- 
play*d, 
Auspicious omen of celestial aid. .. 430 

The heroes shout, exulting at the view, 
fVnd urge their chief his voyage to pursue. 
To mark the course, where leading meteors fly, 
And lambent lightnings flash along the sky. 
Here Lyctu* offspring f separates from the band, 
And seeks his father's court, and native land.— 
They plough the waves, the wind their canvas fills. 
They hold in view the Paphlagdnian hills. ^ 

Not round CarambU do they wind their way; 
But breathing gales, and heav'nly fires obey; 440 

For still the breeze prevail*d, and splendour glow*d. 
Until they came, where swelling Ister flow*d. 

Their frustrate hours, meantime, the Cokhlans waste» 
Thro* the Cyanean rocks, a squadron past. 
Led by their youthful prince^ a different train, 
Explor'd the seats, where Ister seeks the main. 
To cut of all retreat his course he sped. 
Across a branch, where parted Ister spread. 
Thence onward, round the narrow point of land. 
His ships anticipate the Grecian band: 450 

And, while they sail the jutting headland round. 
By route compendious gain the bay profound. 
Their limits where th* Ionian deeps have trac'd. 
In form triangular an isle is plac'd ; 
Peuce it's name, that, dark with stately pinesy 
The spreading outlet of the stream confines. 

* See the notes on this very difficult passage, in the 
second volume. 
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The verieK vieeto the cttrrent» and divides; 
Th* extended base resUts the roaring tides. 
The flood becomes another, and the same; 
Each parted branch assumes a difF'rent name.-*- 460 
Above, the turbid Arax seeks the waves; 
Tiiat isle below the smoother Calm laves» 
Thro' this the prince his CokhiM followers drew; 
The branch superior while the Greeks poraue. 
There, wide the verdant pastures were displayed; ] 
And flocks deserted by their keepers stray'd.-— | 

The rude and timorous natives of the plain 
rtSeem'd to behold, emergent from the maio» 
Devouring monsters, vast in bulk, arise; 
For ships were strangers to dieir simple eyes; 47^ 
And never yet the neighbouring tribes of Thrace 
Had mix'd in commerce with the Scythian race^ 
The wild S^gyman^ the Graucenian bands» 
TJie Sindlant^ who possess the Laurlan lands, 
Wide-stretch'd and waste. — At such stupendous sight, 
The savage tribes their safety plac'd in flight. 
Near tall Angurus now the Mtnya steer'd; 
And distant now the CauUac rocks appeared; 
Where bellowing Ister breaks his ample hom^ 
To meet the waves, in parted channcb borne. 4^^ 
Now, had they coasted the Talaurian land ; 
By shorter progress, while the CBlchian band. 
Had reach'd already to the Chrontan deep. 
And all the outlets of the river keep. 
Where, as they decm'd, tlie Greeks their course must 

s}upe; 
That none the vengeance of their king might 'scap^*^ 
Not so the wary M'tnya. — Far behind 
A safer passage up the stream they find. 
Two isles they reach, to virgin Dian dear. 
To Dian whom th' Illyrian tribes revere. 49^ 
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Oite> sacred stnicturei boasts her awful fanCf 

One from their ship receires th' adventurous traia. 

Safe from the myriads, that, athirst for war, ' 

With young Msyrtut guard the coast a^. 

Those isles they shunn'd ; for reverence of the place, ' 

Restrained the fury of that savage race.—- 

But» these except, beset with arms they found 

Each isle and shore, that clos'd the channel round. 

In every station adverse myriads stood; 

To Nestis* plain and to Salatuo's flood. 50% 

Now, crouds, prevailing o'er undaunted mighty 
Had crush'd the Minym in unequal £ght$ 
But treaty interrupts the rude alarms, 
And sober compact stays the clang of arms.— 
The Minyay by concession, bear the £eece, 
Hope of their voyage, to the shores of Greece^ 
The prize their chief by bold exertion gain'd. 
In dreadful trials by the king ordain'd. 
Tho' force or stratagem possession gave 
Let them retain, and waft it o*er the wave. 5 lO 

But, for the maid, chief subject of debate, ' 

In Dianas fane let her the future wait; 
Till sceptred wisdom shall her fate decide ; 
Or, home returning, with her sire to bide. 
Or, with the sons of PhryxuSf to explore 
Unknown Orchomenus and Ptbia*s shore; 
Or, yet more welcome to th* enamour'd fail*, 
To Hellat with the Greetan chiefs repair. 

In such alternatives for peace they sought.*— 
But various passions on the virgin wrought.— $tO 
She mark'd their views, with agonizing mind; 
For who the wakefal eyes of love may blind. 
Apart their leader from the chiefs she drew. 
Alike remote from hearing and from view. * 

Then, streaming tears and mournful sounds expitst'' 
The painful thoughts, that laboured m Vv« Vst^^j^ 

K Z 
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— ." Oh say, what blow thy secret counsel aims, 
A^inst the wretch, who thy protection claims.— 
I know thy purpose ; cruel and unjust. 
To love injurious, faithless to thy trust.-— 5 JO 

Think of the splendours, I have left for thee. 
Think of the dangers, whence I set thee firee. 
Oh think, what vows, what promises were made. 
In hours of peril, when I lent my aid.— - 
Oh fatal promises! — of shame bereft, 

* Thro' them, ingrate, my natal soil I left. 
' Thro* them, with frantic hand, I cast away 
' Imperial pomp, beneath my parent's sway. 
^ The dearest pledges have I left, to weep 
^ With plaintive halcyon, while I roam the deep. 540 
' And why ? — ^Alas, this dreadful price I give, 
' That thou may'st triumph ; nay, that thou may'st 

live.— 
' In htal labours hence hast thou prevail'd; 

* An J bulls infuriate fire in vain exhal'd. 

* And hence, ungrateful, did that earth-born band, 

* Like feeble infants, sink beneath thine hand. — 
' Hope of thy voyage o'er the distant wave, 

* The precious fleece, my happy rashness gave; 

* Happy to thee, but fatal to my fame ; 

* To female honesty an endless shame. — 550 

* What bond with thee a modest maid should send? — 

* Am I thy bride — thy sister — or thy friend?— 

* A time there was, the flatterer would bestow 
' £ach tender name, that may from passion flow. 
* —Afflicting change! I feel thy love decline 

* With cold neglect, the wanton's name is mine. 

* On different terms, I left my regal home. 

* On different terms, with thee I deign'd to roam. 
Yet — be it so— th' eternal lot is cast.— 

•The dire irrevocable dootaVs ^^"s\..— ^^ 



THE ARGONAUTICS. 197 

^ Alone and friendless in thy train I go> 
' Heiress of shame, — a monument of woe, 

Incumbrance, now, no partner of thy flight. 
** Yet drive me not, dishonour'd from thy sight.— 
' Leave me not now to sate my father's rage. 

* My blood alone his fury can assuage^— 

* If any pity in thy breast remains : 

* If justice in thy soul her sway retains^ 

* If yet remembrance can attention draw, 

^ To the soft compact, and the mutual law, 57^ 

* Past in the moment, when 1 thought we lov'd, 

* Vow'd by the tongue, and by the heart approved. 

' -»Is this too great a boon— my wonthless breath ^— • 

* Then— draw thy sword, and end my woes in death* 

* Strike here — transfix this heart — 'tis meet I proyCi 

* From thee, the punishment of fboli$h love.»- 

* Say — should that king, to whom^ on deep debate» 
*" Inhuman, thou wilt trust a wretch's fate,. 

* Sad office, to pronounce my fatal doom, 

** Ta hurl a mourner, to th' untimely tombi 580 

* A miserable thrall, in that sad hour, 

* Should he consign me, to my brother's pow'r; 

* Say, with what glory should I then appear? 

* Or how sustain my father's brow severe I 

* My frantic love what punishments await 2 

* la what dire form, must I encounter fate ? 

* Yet, hope not thou thy feelings to controuJ, 

* To lull to rest the self-accusing soul. — 

* FoF thee no breezes shall propitious blow; 

* Nor glad return thy guilty sails shall know. 590 

* Hope not a blessing from the pow'rs above, 

* Not even from her th' imperial wife of Jfove^ 

* Nor aid, nor joy, from ^uno be supplied* 

* Friend of thy labours, motive of thy pride. 
** Avenging furies shall my grief attend; 

** And late remorse thy perjur'd bosoTa t^ivi*^ 
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" And may that precious prize, the fleece of gold, 
•* Fade, like a vision, from thy vacant hold.— 
^< Driv'n from thy native soil, to shame and woe, 
** Medec^s anguish thou shalt learn to know.—- (5oo 
*' Thou, who shalt cause this doating heart to bleed, 
** Learn thou, what demons haunt the faithless deed; 
** In what deep character the Gods record 
<* Each violated oath, and impious word.*'— 

She ceas'd, at once, with grief and rage opprest; 
And horrors roll'd tumultuous in her breast. 
And now she thought, with mad vindictive aims. 
To hurl the brand, and wrap the ship in flames. 
The son of Mson trembles, at her rage ; 
And soothing words her stormy grief assuage*— 6io 

.** My fairest, my espous'd, thy terrors cease; 
** To that afflicted bosom whisper peace.-** 
<< Think not so meanly of thy lover's heart, 
** Where no deceit or treachery has part.— • 
** Deem not so lightly of these heavenly charms.-— 
♦< Think — could I thus resign thee, from my arms?— 
•* Those terms, so justly hateful in thy sight, 
•* Were proffer'd, to suspend the dangerous fight. 
•* — For fierce and numerous is the hostile band, 
*' Assembled round, thy beauties to demand. (S20 

*' With vengeful fury young Abtyrtus leads ' 

•' The crouding natives from the shores and meadsu 
" They think to bear thee, a defenceless prey, 
«* And yield thee captive, to thy father's sway. 
<* What hopes, from combat with that hostile train? 
«* Their numbers render skill and valour vain. 
•• What doom is thine, in battle should we fall, 
** Exposed to vengeance, a deserted thrall?— 
** Hence, 'tis the pow'r of artifice wc try.— 
** Counsel may give, what prowess would deny. 65^ 
'* This treaty shall confound the mighty host; 
*' And all their schemes of YCiig&autt %\\^\« Vw,\* 
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'< The Ba&ivesy that around, by myriads, arm,. 

*^ No more shaU strike our bosoms with alarm. 

^ But, home dispersing, cease their aid to lend, 

•* While ev'n Msyrttu shall appear our friend. 

** AbandoiiM thus the Cr^lchians shall remain. 

•* Nor fear I, then, to meet th* embattled train;. 

•* Should they presume, to thwart my homeward way? 

•* Or think, by force to bear thee, for their prey." 

Soothing he spake; and ker suspicions heal'd. — 64 ( 
Her fatal thoughts Medea thus rcveal'd. — 
** Bethink thee, Jasouy what the time demandis. 
*' Guilt is no stranger to these dangerous hands. 
** Such dire connexion links unhallowed aims,. 
^ Crime builds on. crimen and shame engenders shames*. 
" Since Heav'n in errors plung'd my wandering mind^. 
•• From guilt to guilt my desperate path I find. 
^ Meet not the Colchian bands, in open field. 
** My arts their leader to thy pow'r shall yield. 650 
" 3ut thou, with, splendid gifts, the way prepare^ 
" That draws th' incautious victim to my snare. 
" If won by me, in conference s^art, 
** The heralds lend assistance to my art; 
" What then remains? — Ahsyrtus is our thtall. 
^. He comes, defenceless, by thine hand to fall. 
^< 'Reft of their leader, should the Cokklan band, 
** Provoke the fight; no longer stay thine hand.'* 

Thus, they their thoughts in direful aims employ^ 
Of mortal mischief to the princely boy.*-^ 66q 

Dissembled fondness, and perfidious smiles. 
And hospitable pledges mask'd their wiles.— 
Among the gifts was first and fairest seen 
A veil, that graced that beauteous Lemman* queen, 
A radiant purple web, with hands of love, 

Which heav'nly charities fbr Bacchus v/o^. 

* >• • 
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Where sounding ocean beats on Didt shore, 

Thoas^i his son, received the gift, of yore. 

Among the treasures that her father own'd, 

Hypslpile the beauteous texture found. 67O 

That gift, at parting, ere he ploughed the wave, 

With toys and gems, her love to yason gave. 

A work more form'd the senses to delight. 

Ne'er sooth'd the touch ; or glitter'd on the sight— 

From all the web ambrosial odours flowM; 

That perfume the Nysaan god* bestow'd. 

In hours of bliss; when, with his ivory arms» 

** He held entranced his Ariadne's charms. 

From Knossus her the perjurM Theseus bore, 

And weeping left on Dla's lonely shore. 680 

In converse with the heralds, had the maid 
In order, due her fraudful counsels laid. 
Well were they school'd, with soothing speech to gailt 
The youth, and lead him to Dlana^s fane. — 
She mark'd the time. When night her veil extendsi 
And stealth inspires, and fallacy befriends. — 
Fictitious aims her artful words unfold. — 
From Jason to withdraw the fleece of gold. 
And with the treasure to her father haste. 
Peaceful oblation, for misconduct past, 69O 

No willing exile, so she feign'd, from home, 
But, forc'd by Phryxus^ guilty sons, to roam.— « 
Th' instructions ended, the delusive fair 
HurPd spells and philtres, thro' the spungy air. 
Of pow'r, to stay the .wildest mountain flock. 
And draw the savage, from his cavern'd rock. 

Pernicious love, thou scourge of human kind, 
Thou bane envenom'd of the reasoning miiid. 
What fell contentions, what distress, and woe, 
What pangs unnumbered from thine influence flow! 



•^ » " 
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Sovereign of tormentSy for our foes alone^ 
Reserve the fiiries, by that virgin known.^- 
O muse, relate what snares Medea spread» 
To join her brother, with the silent dead» 

The maiden, as by compact was ordain'd^ 
Within the fane of jirtemis remain'd- — 
The Colchian veesels part. The Greeks display 
Their sails ; and homeward seem to shape their way. 
Deceitful seeming ! yason and his band. 
With mortal purpose, took their ambush'd stand; 710 
In arms- relentless, working to destroy, 
With all his train, that unsuspecting boy! 
The ^tal promises the boy misled; 
In evil hour, th' incautious sail he spread- 
His vessel skimm'd the waves, with rapid Bight ; 
And reached the sacred isle^ in shades of night. 
Medea waits alone, with mischief fraught. 
Balm on her tongue, but murder in her thought.— » 
Poor simple youth ! He thinks, with childish art. 
To wield her dark impraaicable heart] 720 

Vain thought! as soon, with feeble hand, the swain 
The raging wint'ry torrent might restrain.— 
It scorns its banks, it deluges the ground ; 
It roars, it foams, and spreads destruction xpund. 
Her airy fabric fancy joy'd to build ; 
And idle hope his witless bosom fill'd. 
He dreams of aid his sister may afford ; 
And sees the Minya fall beneath his sword. 
The wily sister these delusions fed ; 
In fraudful speech, the stealthy moments fled. 730 
While bland compliance smooth'd her oily tongue, 
And present kindness pander'd future wrong. 
Now, Jason from his ambuscade advanced. 
RearM o^et his head the shining fa.kV\ioT\ ^w^C ^'.— 
TerriBc form I abhorrent turn'd the tnaild. 
And o'er her eyes her ample veil ^^W Ai 

* 3 
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With heart prcsageful of th* impeodilig deedr 

Nor fully stcel'd, to see a brother bleed.— 

As, in the precincts of some awful fane. 

The victim ox, by sudden stroke, is slain ; ^9 

Th' insidious Grecian aimM a rapid blowy 

And, gazing round him, fell'd th' unguarded (be. 

£v'n at the threshold of the sacred door^ 

"He falls expiring on the marble floor, 

£v'o at the fane, the natives of his land. 

Had raisM for Artemtst with pious hand. 

Sunk on his knees.— «As forth the life-blood gosh'd. 

O'er both his hands the purple torrent rush'd ; 

As, in the mortal agonies he prest 

The ghastly wound, that gap'd upon his breast.—- 750 

£v'n as his sister turii'd her head away. 

Her head attire was dash'd with purple spray. 

The darted rills, that smok*d along the ground, 

BedewM her snowy veil that floated round.-- « 

Power all -subduing, ever unsubdued, 

With piercing glance, oblique the fury viewed. 

Of terrors queen, of ills and crimes the cause* 

£v'n she with horror mingled her applause. 

The slayer took the first-fruits of the slaio, 
For mystic rites, that conscious fears ordain, 760 

Atonements, that, in ancient days decreed. 
Absolved the man of blood's atrocious deed.-— 
Then, from the wound the reeking skin he tore, 
And suck'd, with quivering lips, the streaming gore. 
Thrice, from the panting breast he draws the blood; 
Thrice, from his teeth ejects the horrid flood. 
Then, bath'd in streams yet welling from the wound, 
He gave the lifeless body to the ground. 
There, still entomb' d> bis boues for ever sleep; 
And still the stnpVin^'s tvamti \)ci^ ivaxxN^^ V^te^* •\«YJ 
Soon as the Creels tVie ^aniv^toteV^vawf^^ 
-Appointed rignal of tVic u^w:\vww» mv^ 
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The reins to joy and maitial' thougHts they givCr 
And full against the Colchian vessel drive. 
Then, fall impetuous on th* astonish'd crew, 
\ As pouncing hawks the timid doves subdue;. 
Or ravening lions, that in midnight hour, 
To thin the fold with savage fury pour, 
Eerce and destructive, the relentless train 
Nor art dudes, nor courage can sustain. 7S0 

Now here, now there they dart, with lightning's force, 
And all existence withers, in their course.— » 
Now, yason flies to share the warlike deed, 
Aad yield that aid, his comrades scarcely need. 
One care alone the social band possest; 
Doubts of his safety fillM each thoughtful breast. . 

And now, th' assembled chiefs in council sate, 
The foture voyage wakes the deep debate. 
The princess on their consultations broke, 
A$ Peleus thus among the leaders spoke*^ 790 

*' My counsel is, ere morn resumes the sky, 
•* To man the vessel, and our oars to ply.—- 
**Mark, where the foes attend in dread array; 
*^ And opposite direct your cautious way. 
'* When morn shall come, the past events to show, 
'* Doubt and confusion will possess the foe; 
** 'Reft of their leader *mid the shades of night, 
** Nor scheme nor head combines them in the fight. 
" Dissension thro' their myriads shall prevail ; 
" And unmolested leave our flying sail." 80O 

His counsel pleas'd. — The warriors spring from land^ 
The benches line, and row with vigorous hand. 
Their toil with nerves unfiling they sustained. 
And now Electris, hallow'd seat, they gain'd. 
Last in their progress of that island train, 
Where Po descends, to meet the btiny ma\ti% 
Emotions mingled of dismay and gr\e£, 
Possest the Cokhiam^ for their raVwW d cVa^S. 
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Yet, o*er the Chrotuan deep, vnth Tengeful ttioaght» 
The Grecian vessel and her crew they sought.— SlO 
In v»n. — The Argonauts were Juno^t care; 
To thwart their foes, terrific lightnings glares- 
Final discomfiture, disperst they roanoy 
Imprest with horror, from their natiye home. 
JEeUs* cruelty such terror bred. 
That wand'ring far to distant climes they fled. 
Ahyrtui name some bid those isles retaio. 
That yielded refuge to the Grecian train ; 
Some raise the distant tow'rs, with exil'd haod^y 
Where Panyaiis bathes th' lllyrian land | 8lO 

And where a monument of ancient fame^ 
With CaJmiu* joins his lov'd Harmmat^t namCf 
As denisons augment th' EncheUan race^ 
And lose the memory of their native place. 
Scar'd by the thunders of almighty J&ve^ 
Some to the high Ceraunian snmmits rove; 
And still the name records the dread eventf 
Derived from glancing fires thro' aether sent. 

When now the voyage seem'd from perils freedi 
The heroes thro' the wat'ry vast proceed. 85^ 

HyUean seats th' adventurous band explore; 
And bind their cables from the rocky shore. 
Along the coast, where clustering islets risCf 
Dangerous and difficult the channel lies. 
No more the Minya from the natives find 
Repulsive welcome, and unfriendly mind. 
Bland they receive them, in their counsels share« 
And means to prosecute their course prepare. 
A fair donation their affections won, 
An hallow'd tripod of Laiona^s son. Sjo 

* For the story of Cadmus and Harmoiuai see notcSf 
vol. 2. 
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EreWhiley to Jas<m had the God of light 

Two polish'd tripods given, of £ibric bright | 

When Pytboi* shrine oracular he sought. 

And the long voyage fill'd his anxious thought* 

A mighty privilege the gifts endow'd. 

By fate, in that auspicious hour, bestow'd, 

To guard the land, where treasured they reiiiaiii» 

From wasting inroad of the hostile train. 

Deep in the bosom of the peaceful ground, 

Where foir Hylleit lifts her tow'rs renown'd» 850 

The treasure lies concealed, within the soil^ 

A depth inscrutable to human toil. 

No longer floutishiog, in youthfVil bloom. 
The king they found; he slept, within the tomby 
Young ^//tf/.*— -Him, on the Pheeadan shore^ 
Fair Meiita to strong Jlcides bore. 
For, there a refuge in his youth he founds 
When good Nausttbout the sceptre own'd. 
Prest with a weight of guiltless blood he rang^dy 
And soon for Matris this asylum chang'd. tCOt 

Some expiation there he hop'd to find. 
For conscious guilt lay heavy on his mind. 
Since by their :&ther's hand his infants bled| 
In frantic mo^d, of melancholy fed.— 
Thee, nursing mother of the roseat god. 
Thy viny plains th' illustrious wanderer trod. 
There, beauteous daughter of the JEgean main^ 
Fair Meiita renew'd his amorous pain ; 
She crown'd his love, and to the hero bore 
The gallant Hyllus^ on that lonely shore. 879 

High-minded youth, when manhood he attained, 
The state subordinate his soul disdain'd. — 
He scorn'd the region, where Nauthhous sway'd^ 
And all his nod implicitly obey'd. 
The native train he led, and wander'd wide, 
OV C^nmian wavei with freedoxQ fox \u.% ^\^^ 
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PhsaMs ku)g his aid and counsel gare; 

And here he ccai'd his wanderings o'er the ware;— 

Not long he rested, in the seats he chose; 

With fierce Mentonans deadly war arose, - 88a 

To guard the numerous herds, and rustic bandf 

And Hyllus sunk, beneath the spoiler's hand.— 

But«siiig, ye muses, how th' adventurous traifrf 
Past from that tea, to reach th' Ammtan phin. 
Say, how to those Liguttic isles they came. 
The StechaJts^ so call their modern name. 
Still do these regions true memorials hold. 
Of wanderings wide, and navigation bold.— • 
What ruling winds the destination gave. 
On shores unknown to bid their ensigns ware? I90 
Say, Goddess, why that devious course they held; 
What good allur'd, or what distress compelled?—* 

Father of justice, sire of gods and men. 
Who marks our actions with all-seeing ken, 
Jove^ from on high, beheld Msyrtus bleed. 
And doomed to punishment, that impious deed. 
Peace or remission none for them remdn'd. 
Eternal wisdom this decree ordain'd. 
That guiltless blood should agitate the band ; 
And vengeful furies hunt, from land to knd, 9QO 

Till rites, which Circe might perform alone. 
Should chace those horrors, and for guilt atone. 

The doom mysterious not a chief could read. 
For darkness veil'd what righteous Heav*n decreed. 
And now they pass firom that Hyllaan plain. 
Where countless isles lay clustering in the m;un. 
And those Lthumlan seats in order trace. 
Of old the mansions of a Colchian race, 
Resounding Issa^ with her rocky steep. 
Fair P'ttyaa^ smiling on the deep. 9 10 

Still forward borne, they to Corcyra came. 
Where imorovts Neptum pW4 ti« \)W5Xrotj& ^wat^ 
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Sprung iiroiki Aseftut nym^ with goldeft Ittir; 

^nim Phlius far he ied Carcyra fair. ^u 

With forests dad the gloomy hills arisey " . 

At distance blackening on the sailor's eyes. 

And heno«y that isle is black Cwreyra nam^d^ 

An epithet to mark th' appearance 6ram'd. 

The winds propitious to Uieir course prevail^ 

And Mefya they pass, with swelling sail, 9ldr 

The tall CfrmiuSf and with head more high^ 

Nympbsa proudly towering to the sky* 

Daughter of jiilas^ here amid the deeps 

Her magic court the fair Calypso keeps, 

Distant, half vett'd in clouds and vapours blue» 

Ceraunia^s doubtful hills they seem to view. 

Then, Juno read her consort's secret mind) 
And schemes of vengeance 'gainst the Greeht designM. 
Hence, that the train lustrations might perform, 
To thwart their course, she sent the friendly storm; 
They hurried retrograde* with rapid flight; 93! 

Eketrisy rocky island, rose in sight. 
Here, as the vessel plough'd the salt profoundt 
Sudden, they heard a deep and awful sound. 
With human speech endow'd, the groaning oak» 
In hollow tones tunid the timbers spoke. 
Where, plac'd by Pallas y from Dodona^s wood» 
With vocal pow'rs, oracular it stood.— 
Amaze and horror fiU'd the Greeksy to hear 
So strange a voice announcing words of fear. ■ 94a 
•* What dreadful tempests on your course awaitl 
** What endless wanderings by the doom of fate! 
** How long thro* pains and perils must ye rove! 
** Such the decree, and such the wrath o£ Jovef 
*^ Unless fair Circe shall remove the stain 
<* Of blood, contracted from Ahsyrim %\ms\— 
*' Yet more, the twins of Lria muftt tc^t^ 
" To win the favour of the G^ids» ^"f V^"!]?*' 
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<« With galet propitionsy that the ship may keep 
** Her steads course, along th' Ausoniam deep» 9fO 
<< Till Ctrce^s island chcar the longing sight, 
** Daughter of /'ifrjwx, and the God of light.** 
Ilius Arg9 spake, as day began to dose.— ^ 
The sons of Tyndarut obedient rose* 
The wishes of the Greeks their voice ,exprest» 
Their lifted hands the heav'nly powers addrest. 
With downcast eyes the Minys stood around; 
Their humbled spirits sunk in awe profound. 
Their flying bark with swelling sails conyeyM» 
Within Eridanus was deep embay'd. g6o 

Where, blasted by the lightning's darted rajj 
And rushing headlong firom the car of day. 
Young Phattm^ unfortunate, as Bvjr, 
Expiring fell, and quench'd his flaming hair. 
Deep in the channel of the spreading stream; 
The waters still emit a fiery steam, 
As boiling from their lowest depth they swell, 
Wliere pierc'd with fiery wounds the stripling fell.— 
There, birds in vain their sounding pinions urge, 
O'erpower'd they sink, in that sulphureous surge. 97O 
The daughters of the sun, a mournful band. 
Along the bank, enclosed in poplars stand. 
Still from their leaves resounds the voice of woe^ 
And still, for Phaeton^ their sorrows flow; 
Still sensible of grief their loss recal. 
While drops of amber from their eyelids fall. 
That bright and liquid scattered o'er the land. 
Consistence from the chymic sun demand- 
When loud and shrill the wint'ry storms arise. 
And bid the swelling stream his bank despise.; 980 
Gloomy and deep the Po inundates round, 
His waters sweep the treasure from the ground. 

In giddy whirlpools. — But the Celtic race 

To nobler origio that ^ubsutict iT^ct\ 
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Ev*n to the tears, by weeping Phebus shed. 

In fond remembrance of his offspring dead. 

For much he wept, with grief and anger fraught, 

What time the Hyperborean race he sought; 

Stung by reproaches from the sire of gods ; 

For earth he left the starry-pav'd abodes. ' 99O 

Sorrowing for him, in Lacerea fair; 

Whom to the god divine Coronu* bare. 

Where to the main bright Amyrus descends, 

The pow'r that health to wretched mortals sends.— • . 

Such the tradition of the Celtic throng, 

Preserv'd in fable, and rehears'd in song. — 

No gleam of pleasure chear'd the conscious crew* 

No sense of thirst, no care of food they knew. 

All day they moum'd, and languished; where prevail'd 

Mephitic yapours, from the stream exhal'd, 1 000 

That, o'er the Po incessant, baneful rise. 

Since Phaeton fell flaming from the skies. 

While gloom prevaiPd, in accents sad and clear. 

The mourning daughters of the sun they hear. 
They wept their brother lost. The tears at morn. 

Like drops of oil, were on the current borne. / 

Then, the deep courses of the Rhone they gain. 
Who, mix'd with Po^ fraternal seeks the main. 
Where steepy banks the narrow channel bound. 
With bellowing voice the confluent waters sound, 1019- 
From central depths, within the hollow ground. 
The gates, and resting place of night profound. 
The Rhoncy impetuous bursting, fiercely roars. 
And hurls his raging stream on ocean's shores. 
While, here he hurries to th' Ionian main. 
And there descends, Sardinian waves to gain. 
Diffusive there seven ample mouths convey. 
His parted waters thro' the spacious ba.^% 

— — — ^^'^g 
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Onward they pass, where spreading likes* expand 

Their squally shoals, along the Ceftie land.--* 1020 

Here dangers unforeseen th' adrenturers wait, 

A sunken rock Hes fraught with sudden fate.f 

The Greeh unconscious near perdition drev» 

And never had retum'd that gallant crew; 

Here jirgOf tho' by hands divine composMi^ 

Her course disastrous had for ever cbs'd.— * 

But yuno provident, from fields of air. 

Survey M their peril, with parental care. 

Descending on th' Hercynian mount she stood; 

And loud recalled them fi*om the fatal flood. 1 030 

Aghast they stood^ with £ear and wonder fill'd; 

Thro' air around the warning acceots thrill'd. 

Obedient then a backward course they trace. 

Thro' the known channels of that dangerous place* 

Before the voice precursive lightnings broke, 

The sacred presence pealing thunders spoke. 

Yet still those straits the laboring bark detained; 

And ocean's sea-beat shore fuU late they gun'd» 

While, by imperial JunQ*t counsel sway'd, 

*Mid various nations of the Celts they stray'd. 104a 

Thus, many a tribe of the Ligurian shore 

Unheeding and unheeded they explore. 

Still, as they pass, the guardian goddess shrouds 

Their daring progress, in a night of clouds. 

The bark secure the midway channel keeps. 

Incumbent on the noon while darkness sleeps; 

And gains the Stachada^ while from above, 

Divine protection guards the twins of Jove» 

And altars still preserve their ancient praise; 

Where sacred rites are paid in these our days. 1050 

And, first in that eventful voyage,' shown 

Their saving aid to tnarmet^ \% Vticrotik, 

'*■ ... ■ ' ■ ■ ■ 

* ARtert marshes vfi4^. \ ^^iiWiWixiaA\fw&%.'^ 
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To Heav'ii exaltodt by the will diyiney 
Propitious still to mariners they shine. 

The Mtnys reach'd MthaRa*i sea-girt soil. 
And bath'd their limbs subdued with ceaseless toiL 
With pebbles on the shore that ready lay. 
They chaf'd the skin, and cleans'd the sweat away« 
And still the spotted stones, along the shore, 
Confess the labours, that the heroes bore. 1060 

And many a famous monument remains ; 
For still that ble their disks and arms retains; 
And still a port, preserving Argus* name, 
Records the memory of their ancient fame.—* \ 
Borne on the swelling of th' Amsonian deep. 
Full in their view the Tuscan shore they keep. 
With rapid flight they reach the famous port, 
Where skiird in magic Circe held her court. 

Beside the waves they found the heay'nly fair* 
The braids adjusting of her radiant hair. 107^ 

Appalling forms, in visions of the night. 
Had fill'd her soul with wonder and aiTright.-— 
Thro' all her chambers, and the courts below, 
Redounding streams of blood appeared to flow* 
The treasures of her art, the mystic arms, 
The hoarded armoury of drugs, and charms. 
The .Btranger guests subdued beneath her sway. 
On these, the flames devouring seem'd to prey. 
Then, o'er the flre she cast th' empurpled stream. 
With hurried hands, and quench'd the trembling gleam: 
Then ^seem'd her fears to cease.— With early dawn. 
Her steps were to the sea-beat margin draws, 1083 
With pious rites, averting ill, to lave 
Her hair and garments, in the briny wave. 
A train of beasts, not fierce, like those of chace» 
Kor yet in form of godlike human Tact) 
But, sameebiog mingled between bruVA a&di tfk:^% 
With mctioamild, beside th' eocfawtte^^ vi»\ 
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As gentle sheep, in myriads, where he leads. 
Attend the shepherd, thro* the flowery meads. 1096 
Their forms were doubtful, as when teeming earth 
On living things bestow'd primaeval birth ; 
While, she, great parent, moist and pliant lay. 
As yet unharden'd by the stroke of <ky; 
From vital principles of every kind. 
Her first rude work, she various limbs combinM ; 
Ere nature's hand, from time, experience gain'd, 
Decided figures, genders ascertained. 
In mute attention thus, around their queen, 
Discordant shapes, ambiguous kinds were seen. IICO 
Stupendous scene I the heroes stood amaz'd; 
And speechless wonder on th' enchantress gaz'd. 
Soon as her port and features struck thetr view» 
The sister of the Colchian king they knew. 

The nightly terror of her dream dispell'd, 
Home from the beech her course th' enchantress heU* 
With soothing action and demeanour bland, 
The train she beckon'd with deceitful hand. 
But Jason at the shore his comrades stay'dy 
Alone proceeding with the Colchian maid. IH^ 

They follow'd Circe; and together trod 
The path, that tended to her proud abode. 
On splendid seats, th' enchantress bade them rest; 
But doubt and anxious thoughts her soul possest. 
Their steps unsoundiBg thro' the palace past. 
The vestal hearth they sought, with silent haste; 
Then, motionless, with downcast eyes they sate» 
As suits the humble suppliant's piteous state.^- 
Stung with reproaches of the conscious mind. 
Between her hands the maid her face inclin'd; 11 20 
While leaning on the hilt with grief profound. 
The youth infix'd his fa\cYuoti oti \)J\«. ^xox^sAv 
Nor lifts to vengeful HeaVu Vi\s d\oo^\xi%, c:^^\ 
While gloomy thougjkxts for iWan ilt^jriu* x^a^— 
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Fair Circe markM their deep desponding mood ; 

She recogniz'd the fugitiyes from blood; 

Keyer'd the suppliant's right with pious awe; 

Jlnd bow'd submiss to Jove's imperial law^ 

"Who makes the suppliant his peculiar care^ 

Andy ev'n in punishment, inclines to spare.— 1 1 $9 

Th' atoning sacrifices she began, 

That stains of blood remove, from wretched man ; 

For refuge when he flies to Vesta's shrine. 

And seeks remission from the powers divine.— 

High o'er their heads the little swine she held. 

New, from the dam, and paps with nurture sweli'd. 

She pierc'd his throat, and, cleansing blood with bloody 

Her suppliants unctur'd, in the purple flood. 

Then ceremonies fiil'd the solemn hour, 

To calm the wrath of every vengeful pow'r; 1140 

And lustral Jove was called, at whose commandy 

Oblations pure absolve the slayer's hand. 

This done, her train, full many a naiad maid, 

Th' ablutions from the splendid dome convey'd. 

Within, to sober vows, and whisper'd pray'r, 

That bid the furies drop the scourge, and spare, 

The flame with salted cakes th' enchantress fed ; 

And sweet libations o'er that oflering shed 

Of mighty po\v'r, to soothe the gliding dead; 

Whether a stranger's death their hands embrued, 

Or the dire stain from kindred blood accru'd., 115 1 

The solemn expiations were complete. 
She call'd each suppliant to the polish'd seat. 
Full in her view, and near. — The speech began, 
— ** What climes they visited, what seas o'erran.**- 
'* Say, graceful strangers, from what part of earth, 
** Ye claim protection at the sacred hearth ?"— 
Still, with the memory of her dream posseU.^ 
Doubt agd disquiet iUI'd her aasiotts bitaAU 
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FoDdly she listen*d» with attentive ear, 1160 

The native accents of that mwd to hear^*— 
Soon as Medea lifted from the ground 
Those eyesy that beamM celestial glory roand> 
That liquid golden fire, effulgence bright. 
Which marks the beauteoos progeny of light*-** 
The daughter of that tyrant stern and bold» 
In Colchian speech, a tale of sorrow told.—- * 
In tuneful sounds, her soothing words explain'd 
The toils, the travels by the band sustained; 
And how she fled her cruel father's wrath» llfo 

With Phryxus* offipring, thro* the wat'ry path; 
But some events her cautious tongue forbore; 
Nor spoke Ahsyrtus weltering in his gore.-— ^ 
In vain. — Her inmost bosom Ctrce read; 
Yee, tears of pity for her suflTerings shed. 
And thus she spake.— >^ Ah wretch, in evil hosri 
** Thy steps adventurous left the princely bow'r! 
^' What saving hand thine angui^ shall delay? 
•' What force protect thee, firom a fether*s sway? 
•* His rage untir'd will hunt thee, o'er the flood; liSo 
•* And ev'n in Greece avenge thy brother's blood. 
<* Great is thy guilt. — Yet, since the suppliant's name, 
•' And ties of kindred, my compassion claim; 
^' From me, tho* merited, no mischief prove. 
'* But hence, I warn thee.— From these walls remove. 
** Hence, with that stranger, 'mong whose followers 

borne, 
^« A father's curse and duty are thy scorn.—- 
<* Hence, with the partner of thy guilty choice. 
** No more assail me, with that plaintive voice. 
•• Thy presence here the sacred hearth profanes; 1 190 
" I shrink abhorrent from thy guilty stains. 
** I shun thy coutkse\%», iMix 5.&si«t thy flight, 
^* From fHOC) Mid t^tr^ fctm ^^ Ssia ^sAt^u 
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She cets'd.— And, fill'd with gnef, the royal maid. 
Before her eyes the shining vetl dispUy'dt 
To hide her tears. — Her frame with terror shooL-^ 
Her hand with gentle action jfa*on took; 
And led her thio' the portaL— Mighty woes, 
In briny tocrents, found a brief repose. 
Trembling she went.— -Thus, from the doors they movt. 
Nor heedless was th' imperial wife oi jf^ve* laoi 

Already^ by her faithful envoy shown» 
Each circumstance was to the Goddess kaown* 
^ewhile, observant of the Gruiau traio. 
Fair Ins left the starry-pav'd domain. 
For yum sought to learn, with anxious care. 
When to their bark the Minys should repair.-^ 
This trusty instrument of her desires 
Again she calls ; again her aid requires* 
^< Haste, , nymph belov'd^ my wishes to fuUil.«— 1210 
^< Toil is thy pleasure, when it works my wilL-— 
*< With rapid course, on varied pinions sweep, 
.** And summon Thetis, from the briny deep.— 
'* Say, Jitno seeks her aid. From thence repair, 
** Where Vulcan^s forges cast a ruddy glare, 
^* Along the strand, and deaf'ning hamnEiers sound, 
^* Oq massive anvils to the vast profound. — 
^' From labour let him cease, and still the blast, 
*' Parent of fire, till Argo shall have past.-— 
** Thence, to the caves of -<®c/tf/ repair, laao 

" Supreme o'er winds, the progeny of air. 
'* My wishes to the stormy pow'r explain. 
*< Let peace and stillness thro' his empire reign, 
" No uuant tempest issue lirom his caves; 
*^ Nor angry surges curl the sounding wa^es. 
** Let gentlest zephyrs o'er the btUows smik) 
** And waft the heroes to PImsoMs \^J* 

She ceas'd— 4he ftymi^ her ptnioBs li^t extetMbi 
htA swiftly thro' the fields of ak dticeikd&% 
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Deepy deep she plung'd, beneath th' JEgean tideSf 

In regal state, where hoary Nereut bides.— 1241 

To Thetis first was Juno*i mandate giv*n ; 

Andy urg'd by /m, she repaired to Heav'a* 

Next, the fair messenger to Fulcan came; 

The bellows ceas'd to swell the roaring flame; 

Attentive to his parent's high behest. 

Thro' all his caves he bade the hammers rest* 

Last, the &m'd son o£ Hippotas"^ she findsi 

Immortal ruler of the stormy winds. 

To him her message, while the nymph addresty 125$. 

Andy pausing bade her weary pinions rest ; 

Fair Thetis left her sisters of the waves. 

And ancient sire, within the coral caves; 

And hasting to the blissful seats above. 

Obedient sought th' imperial wife of yove. 

Her, sov'ran yuno at her right hand placM; 

And thus add rest, with fair reception grac'd.-— 

•* Now, lovely Thetis, with attention hear 
•* The words, I destine for thy private ear. 1259 

•' Thou know'st how much my cares for yason wake, 
** And those brave spirits, who his toils partake.*- 
•* Their vipssel thro* the wandering isles I bore, 
•* Where, charg'd with fire tremendous tempests roar; 
•« Where pointed rocks the savage shore defend; 
•* And thundering waves the" mortal barriers rend. 
** But, if aright 1 read the page of fate, 
•* Th' adventurous train yet greater dangers wait.—- * 
•* Full in their path the rocks of Scylia He, 
** With dire Charybdis whirling to the sky.— 
** Thee, from a child, I nurst with partial hand, 1270 
^« More priz'd, more lov'd, than all the sea-born band, 
** Since thy proud virtue scorn'd the vows of Jove, 
" That wanderer, ever prone to lawless love. — 
-' ■ ■■ ' - ' ' " ' ' ' .' . ■■_':— ^ 



I 



THE ARGONAUTICS. 2l7 

Mortals-«-iminortals — in promiscuous throngs.-^ 
With all alike, the nuptial couch he wrongs. 
Thy pious mind rcver'd the wedded law; 
And ^uno*s rights inspired a yirtuous awe. 
Hence, as thou know'st, his wrathful doom he bound. 
By that dire oath, the Stygian waves profound. 
That never god, of all th' immortal train, 1 280 

Should beauteous Thetis for his bride obtain. 
Yet still, resistance seem'd to fan the fire, 
And still his glance betray 'd unchaste desire* 
Till Themisy venerable pbw*r, reveaPd 
The high decree, from eldest time concealed* 
— Perdition seek — let Thetis crown thy love- 
Produce a son, the conqueror pf Jove. — 
His passion, then, he curbM with prudent fear. 
Lest in his son he should a rival bear. 
While I, to recompense thy prudent mind, 1 290 
The first of mortals for thy spouse assign'd. 
To meet thy chaste desires, widi mutual flame. 
And glad thee, with a mother's tender name. 
The gods I ^ummon'd to the nuptial rite. 
And I myself sustained the nuptial light, 
Rejoic'd, to give, in that auspicious hour. 
Each mark of honour, that my love could showV.— « 
Yet more — without disguise, I shall unfold 
The destinies, by mystic fate enroll'd.— 
When thy lov'd son shall seek th' Eiysian plains; 
Whom Chiron now, within his cave detains, 1301 
With gentle naiads, who indulgent share 
The^ wakeful duties, of parental care. 
There is he doom'd to wed the Colchian maid; 
' Thy future child demands thy present aid. 
And Peleus too — I see thine anger flame.— 
' But what existence is exempt from bVamt^ 
He may have erred — but powerful Ate ff\«&, 
Ev'd thro' the blissM mansions of Cr& Ait*.— 
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« Vulcan, I trust, will yield to my.desires; 131C 

<* And hush thro* all his caves the raging fires« 

** While Moltu forbids the storm to sweep, 

•* And only zephyrs wander o'er the deep. 

** Each element shall with propitious smile 

•* Conspiring waft them to PbaaMi isle.— 

•• Thence, I confide them, to thy guardian care. 

** Their safe return thy counsels shall preparQ.-r- 

*< Tremendous rpcks the boding fears excite; 

<' And mountain billows teem with wild affrights 

** Yet, from these perils, with benignant hand, 1320 

•* Thou and thy sisters may protect the band. — 

** Let them not drive incautious thro' the waves, 

•* In greedy whirls, where dire Charybdis raves, 

•* WheePd by, devouring eddies round and round, 

•* Absorpt to perish in the ^alt profound* 

•* Nor let them. •Jfj^Z/fl'/ dire recess attain, 

" The monstrous terror of^th' jlusoman, main. 

•* Appalling offspring, she from Phorcys came, 

** And Hecate, whom men CnUdis name, 

•* Night-wandering power. Around her, dogs of hell 

" The billoy^ v^> with never-ceasing y^U. 13JI 

** The choice of heroes be it thine to save, 

^ From ravening jaws, that gape amid the wave* 

** Safe Ipt their, bark the course of p^ril run ; 

" However near, destriuctipij let them ahun."— 

Then, Thetit answer'd. — " Let thp tempests sleep, 

** And raging fires wjthin their caverns k<^; 

•* No danger, from devouring billows fear, 

*< Thro' them the vessel I profess to bear. 

*« Let gentle zephyrs o'er th^ deeps prevail; 1340 

•* And safe to Greece I speed their flying sail. 

** But distant seats th' occasion bids me trace; 

«* To meet my sisters of th^ iV^r^race, 

** And gw conc\i?[T^tict ^l xJftfcvt ^vtt^^] y^Vc^ 
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" From theDce» with rapid flighti I seek the land, 
** Where JatwCt bark is anchor'd near the strand ; 
^* And urge the crew* when morn shall glad the skjrf 
*• To spread their sails* and o'er th,e billows fly."— 

These accents ended* downward she repairs, 1350 
Thro' curling vapours, and thro' eddying airs. 
Her native realm, thro' a^iure waves profound, 
She sought, and call'd the sister Nereids round. 
When, crouding at the well-known voice, they came; 
She spake the will of Heav'n's imperial dame*— i* 
Prompt, at her bidding, from their parent caves. 
They throng'd obedient, thro' th' Automan waves* 
But, Tbetisf swifter than the lightning's gleam, 
Or rapid progress of the solar beam. 
That, parting, from the morning's orient birth, l$69 
To western limits, traverses the earth. 
Full soon appeared, upon M'ec^s strand, 
Near the wide limits of th' Etrurian land. 

The Grecian youths beside their bark she finds. 
With disk and javelin they relax'd their minds. 
Pelew, her spouse, was with the gallant crew. 
She seis'd his hand, and from the crowd withdrew. 
To him alone his consort shone reveal'd; 
A mist her beauties from the rest conceal 'd.-— 
** No more inactive on the shore remain. 137^ 

** With dawn returning, plough the wat'ry plain. 
^* So Juno wills, whose kind protecdog pow r 
" Wakes for your safety, in the dang'rous houn 
*' She bids th' assembled J^m<i^ of the tide, 
** Your vessel thro' the wand'ring- islets guides— 
** There lies the future voyage* — But beware, 
'* Lest thou my presence to thy friends declare; 
<< When, to thine ajd, emergent flx>m the main, 
«* I join my sisters of xht Nereid train.— 
^' De^p in thy bosom lot'this caution stay; 1380 

" Nor wake my'wrathi s»oii a fbtmtt^dfe^<)\ 

I. 2 
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** Lest anextingmsh'd hate my spirit keep; 

*• And woes inflict* thy latest hours shall weep."— — 

She ceas'ds ^°ci vanishing, with rapid flight, 
The caves of acean snatch'd her from his sight.-* 
The hero gaz'd, with anguish, and surprise* — 
Lpng had her charms l»een strangers to his eyes; 
Enrag'd, for young AebUletf since she fled ; 
Forsook his mansion ; and disclaim'd his bed. — 
O'er flaming lampsi, amid the nightly gloom, 1590 
Her infant's mortal flesh she would consume* 
Immortal being to the babe to give. 
And i>id him free from age and sickness live. 
She poUt'd upon his licde limbs, by day, • 
Ambrosial streams preventive of decay. — 
As, starting from his couch, 'th' indignant sire 
Beheld his darling panting in the fire ; 
Untaught to read the dictates of the sky, 
Torward he rush*d, with a treroendous cry.-- 
The Goddess heard, with rage and grief profound; 
And cast her infant screaming to the ground. 1401 
Xiike fading airy visions, forth she past, 
With motion swifter than the northern blast; 
And wrathful plung'd beneath the briny foam, 
Divorc'4 from Peleus^ and estrang'd from home. 
His soul with anguish fond remembrance fiird; 
Yet to the train he told what Thetu will'd. 
Their sportive combats instant ihey forsook ; 
And o'er the grass an hasty banquet |;ook, 
Along the turf, they rested thro' the night, 1410 

To Heav'n's high vault tiJl morning shot her light- 
Now rush the zephyrs forth, with influence bland.— 
They man their bark; and hasten from the strand. 
Their anchors from the briny deep they heave; 
And fit their ship, the wat'ry path to cleave. 
They strain the rigging; from the mast on high. 
And spreading yards, to bid the canvas fly^ 
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As gales propitious bade the vessel glide; 

They soon a fair and florid isle descried. — 

There, tuneful itrenst with mellifluous strain^ I42» 

Allure th' unwary sailors to their bane. — 

I'heni the bright muse Terpsichore of yore, 

Seducers sweet, to Achelous bore. 

Their charming songs thy daughter, Ceresy lov'd. 

Ere Pluto from Ennaan fields remov'd. 

When, wreathing chaplets with the virgin throng. 

She join'd the dance, and sharM the choral song. 

Mix.'d was their form ; part, shone with female grace ( 
And part bespoke them of the plumy race.— 
Their station on the lofty rock they keep, 143^ 

Where cliffs projecting shade the glassy deep. 
Far distant heard their songs insidious flow, 
And bid the mariner his home forego. 
Deceived— enchanted — day succeeding day, 
He pines, and wastes his idle life away. — 
And now, with soft and never-ceasing sound, 
The sweet deluders pour'd their notes around. 
Delighted and entranced, the Grecian band, . 
Had cast their anchors, on the fatal strand) 
But soon the poet, of celestial race,* ^44^ 

Son of JSagruiy tuneful pride of Thrace^ 
Preventive melody, with heav'nly fire. 
And flying fingers, touch'd the native lyre. 
He swept, with mastery, the hurried sound; < 
And notes of manly music floated round. 
Loud, o'er the soft voluptuous strain, it thrilled; 
And every ear the martial descant filPd« 
Before the zephyrs, as they shoot along, ^ • 

Thro' gurgling waves, they lose the siren throng; ». 
Less heard, and less their voices melt away; X450 
And, lost in undulating air, decay. 
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Yet| Buiesf son of Tekottt heard the strain t 

With sweet seduction wafted o'er the main. 

He only, leaning from the polishM stern. 

The words of smooth enchantment could discern.— 

Instant, he plung'd amid the wat'ry roar, 

Possest with hopes to gain the fatal ^hore. 

There had he perish'd ; but the queen of love 

Beheld the youth, with pity, from above ; 

And safe to land restored him from the deep; 1460 

Where Lilyhaum rears th* aerial steep. — 

Sorrowing the Grecian band their course pursue, 

While in their path yet greater perils grew. 

Here, Scylla rose with dark ind fearful head. 

Loud bellowing there, Charybdij terror spread. 

And while the Planets wander thro* the waves^ 

Against their sides the gushing billow raves. 

There, from the burning rocks the flames arise» 

With smoke in columns tow'ring to the skies; 

And, raging from the subterranean cells, 147G 

The boiling deep the flame of Vulcan swells.— 

His anvils rested^ but the furnace glow'd; 

And, niixM with sparks, redounding vfiipour flow'd. 

The struggling suH diflPus'd a feeble ray. 

And pitchy clouds prevailed upon the day. 

Around the vessel, now, the Nereids throng; 
And Thetis^ following urg'd the tark along. 
The dang«!roas coufse thro' floating rocks to guide. 
She grasp'd the rudder, and her force applied. 

While winds propitious lent their airy wing 14S 

Thus, from the deep, exulting dolphins spring; 
Now, in the van their beauteous forms appear; 
And aow they befnd resplendent in the rear; 
Now, pafalkl on either hand, they dart; 
A prospect grateful to t^e si\Wi's\v^^n\ 
Thtfs crouded found the sVv\p xi^e ^t^te^vX\»»^% 
WhUc Tktls steer'dher, w\h tow\w^>^^'^- 
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^^hen to those wandering isles the vessel came, 

Above her snowy knees each sea-born dame 

With eager haste her floating garments drew, 1490 

Then, wide disperst, to share the labour flew. 

On the sharp rocks, at intervals, they stdod ; 

^here billows broke incessant from the flood; 

"And as they rush'd infuriate on the sTiore, 

The foamy swell aloft the vessel bore.-— 

Now, airy light the nymphs to Heav'n ascend. 

Now, with the wave to blackest depths descend. 

At when, upon the hard and yellow sands, 

With garb succinct, the sportive virgin bands 

From hand to hand the gay contention ply, 1506 

And urge the ball quick chrcling thro* the sky. 

Alternate caught amid the sportive crowd. 

Alternate lost amid the fleeting cloud. 

Earth still it shuns; the Nereids thus sustain 

The flying ship alternate thro* the main, 

High on the billow's back ; while dashing round', 

Thro* pointed breakers roared t!he salt profound. 

Their labours Vulcan^ soV'ran df the fires. 

From the smooth promontoi^'s top admires. 

His hammefr propt his shoulder iz he stood, Ijid 

And wondering gazM that animated flood. 

From stan^ seats, th' impteriai bride off Joviy 
Mark'd how the vtsse! with the biMbws strove. 
Possest and palpitating with ahtrms, 
She clasp'd Minerva m hex trembling atmis. 
Around that vessel such was the delay. 
As fiU'd the compass df ti ^rtmittr's day; 
Ere freed from rocks th^ nyfnphs a pasfsag'e gaVie, 
To feel the farouting brettre, arid sWm the "t^ratt. 
With glaeWch'd ffeaffe, dife sailors forwai'A rdn, i^zj$ 
And pass TrtMurid ifkvoarM b^ tV\t *xit\. 
Her Bowery mfeaifc that tepj^ knd A\g^\^^^\ 
Untroubled there the ftdtte lrf Pkelui ^^nSfiU 
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The task of Juno done, the flitting train, 
Jjike birds aquatic div'd beneath the main. 
The Greeks the bleat of sheep unnumber'd hear. 
And low of oxen vibrates on their ear. 
The sheep, on grass with spangled dew bespread, 
SoPs youngest daughter Phaethusa fed. 
With mildest rule her subject flock she sway'd; 1530 
A silver crook her lovely hand dbplay'd* 
A staff of shining brass Lampetta held. 
And o'er the meads the lowing herd impell'd. 
The flocks and herds were white as drifted snow; 
And fed, where springs the pastures moist o'crflow. 
No dusky. stain was thro' the number found; 
And horns of gold their heads resplendent crown'd.— 
These meads they coasted, with diurnal lights 
Then past a deep and spacious bay by night. 
Thro' shades rejoicing they pursued their way, 154^ 
Till morning haiPd them, with returning bay. 

Beyond th' Ionian bay an island lies. 
In wealth abounding, and of ample size. 
With ample harbours blest, Ceraunia nam'd. 
From elder time in storied legend fam'd. 
And here 'tis fabled (heav'nly muse forgive; 
I bid the tale, with voice reluctant live).— 
Beneath the sickle lies, with horrid deed, 
Distain'd, when Saturn doomed his sire to bleed.— 
As others sing, this implement, of yore, 1550 

The bounteous Ceres to the harvest bore. 
For well the Goddess lov'd th'. exuberant soil, 
And taught the Titans there the reaper*s toil. 
Such love she bore to Macris, after stil'd 
Fair Drepane^ nurse of Phdacians mild. 
^ Hither, thro' perils of the wave and land, 
Tfee Minya past, from faat Tnnacna'i ^xx^xid* 
With fair reception, and a. bouux^oxxs Vve»x\^ 
The king and people social uies Vm^^iu 
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With joy Alcinoui and the city camei 1560 

That seem'd a tribute to the kindred claim.— - 

The jocund tr^n while festive rites employ* 

The brave adventurers .share the common joy* 

An inborn transport fill'd th' exulting train; ^ ,. 

As tho' ev'n now. they trod Thessalia's plain. , 

Delusive joy!— ordain'd by hostile fate* 

Them fierce alarms from Cokhian myriads wait. 

With thirst of vengeance from the Pontus fraught. 

Along the shores the Grtcian band they sought.^- 

Thro' the Cyanean rocks their squadrons camej 1$!^ 

And every bosom rag'd with hostile flame. 

They claimy to bear away the Colcblan maid. 

And no pretence may this demand evade. 

These terms rejected, to maintain their right 

They menace fierce interminable fight. 

Both there, on land, and after on the main. 

With proud Mettt^ and his naval train. 

But king Aktnous stay'd the rising war, 

Pleas'd to remove the flames of strife afar. 

With apprehensions dire the virgii^ fraught* . I58# 
By turns the valiant friends of Jason sought. 
Then, near Phaacia^j queen Arete stands ; 
And humbly clasps her knees, with suppliant hands.—- 
** With pity, queen, behold a wretched maid ; 
*^ With generous hand expend thy timely aid. ^ 

** Shall yon ^barbarians, sate their fell desire* 
^< To bear a victim, to her vengeful sire. 
*^ By woman-hood I urge thee, royal fair. 
*< Nor let her failings mar the suppliant's pray V. 
^^ Let not my faults that gentle bosom steel. J 590 
<* Mortal thyself, for human, errors feel. 
*' Most prone to ^ults is woman's wand'ring sense. 
" True, .1 l^ave erred; but .ircmal m^ oCtnc^^ 
*' This orb ofdgy^ with cbura^, 1 ^xXft!X.> 
^*Nq £res unchaste pollute my ^o\x\Iia£\j!L\*w»ibX*-* 

-1-3 



226 run AUGo-STAOTKS'g. 

•• Be Witness, Hecate^ tremcndMs pow*r, 

•* Ador'd in orgies of the midnight hour. 

*< No wish unhallowM, Do licemicms thought 

•* My dcsperjitfe iltcps to follow strangers brought;. 

*' Buty urgent fear> and conSicience of a criime i6o€r 

•* Drove me, a tt^anderer, from my l»tiT€ eKme. 

•' 'Tis with relucwnce being we resign; 

** And flight to save it, sole resourcey was mine* 

'< Yety Itill uDtouch*d, as in my native bow'r, 

*< SuU unpolluted to the present houTy 

** Such heav'nly pow'rs o'eraw'd the loose and boldf 

*' The dearest treasure of our sex I hold.-^ 

•• O queen retet'd, thy royal husband bend, 

** With generous hand, a maiden to defend. 

** So, may th' immortals grant thee length of days, 

" A numerous offspring, and nnenvied praise! 1611 

'* So, may thy states possess renown and health, 

« Peace unmolested, and increasing wealth!** 

The virgin thus Fhaacia^t queen addrest; 
And thus essay'd to melt each leader's breast-* 
•* O noble chiefs, your labours cost me dear, 
** Since all these sorrows for your sake I bear. 
** O think, whose aid the fiery bulls subdued, 
*« And taught by whom, ye quell'd that earth-bora 

brood! 
" Think, who restores "you, to your native «kics, 1620 
" To glad HamonUf with the golden pr ii:e. — 
*^ A wrethed outcast, for your sakfes I roam, 
" Depriv'd of parents, friends, and native home. 
" For you, relinquish all, that life endears, 
**'The mark of obloquy, the slave bf fears. 
" I suffer, that to you I may restore 
'* l^riends, parents, homesteads, the paterttal shore. 
** Ohf with what min^kd i^\e3A\«e ^ti^^ot^wse^ 
.J** your welcome fotms Vt1\ ^^^ ^ Vaasax^^ ri^\ 
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While Heav'D has snatckM away my crown «f fkmcy 
On strangers cast, a ixirtlien, and a ahame«-«> 
And fliball not, tlien, the eolemn compact ibindl 
Shall awful oaths be •caitter'd to the wtod ^-*- 
Think on the furies to the suppliant gnr^B, 
And dread the Aiture punishment from Heav's. 
With pky think, how dire shall be my faite, 
Heturn'd the victim o£ parental "bate. 
What scorns, what tortures must the ^iTPetcli soBtauiy 
Whose on(y <cf4me -was kindness to your train-! 
To 'scape <the doom, ^r me remams no 'path $ f 640 
No tow'r, no temj^e guards me from his wrath.— 
To you alone, sole tow'r of 'hope, I fly ; 
■And cruel you the promised aid deny. — 
No soft compunctions a reception find ; 
No sense of shame can touch the liarden'd mind.-*-* 
A princess, trusting to your vows, is seen 
An abject suppliant, ^f a foreign queen. 
When iirst the golden fleece appeared in jight, 
Proud were your spirits; dauntless was your might. 
Ye were not slow, «he battle tJhen to wage; 4650 
' Nor fear'd .Meiet dreadful in his rage. 

* But terrors now subdue the manly heart, 

* When of those Colchims you but find a part."-*— 
Each valiant .chief as plaintive she essay'd* 

He tum'd^ to comfort the desponding maid; 
The brandish'd javelin lighten'd in her ifiew ; 
And each the falchion 'from the sc^bard drew.*— > 
'* O virgin, ^th their lives this feithful dirong 
" Shall ever guard thee, ifrom disgrace and wrong."— ' 
Amidst the troubles of the 'weary'crew, 1660 

The peaceful night dtffus'd ^her bakny dew; 
Night, that her mantle spreads on every soil. 
And rest to ^morts^s brings, and tnontl x^\» 
Bat'£ikrber*hleaamg&*from that w^ti*s bre«x> 

iW d/2x/au5-5arr9W •robbed heT^wVg£*x^RX« 
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At when, by night* the widow*d mother plies 
Th' unceasing distaff, 'mid her children's criest 
Oft for their sire they call, and oft for bread» 
Her grief redoubling for a husband dead. 
As gloomy prospects agonize her soul*, 1670 

Down her pale cheek the silent sorrows roll ; 
Thus flow'd Medea^t tears* like drops of ratn. 
Thus was her heart transfix'd with amorous paia» 

Meantime, Alctmrni and his consort &ir 
Revoly'd the virgin's fate, with anxious care* 
The nightly couch together as they prest 
The gentle queen her husband thus address— 
*< O spouse belov*d, wilt thou not lend thine aid, 
** And from the Colchtatu guard this wretched maici^^ 
^ That with the Minym fiivour we may find, 1680 
*' And ^ our neighbours with a grateful mind. 
*< For near is Argos to Pb^tacta^t strand* 
<< And near the natives of Hdtnoma** knd. 
^ No neighbourhood with us the CokbUm* claim; 
^ Known but by rumour is their monarch's name. 
** A weight of sufferings has that virgin prov'd; 
^* And much her fears my yielding soul have roov'd*-* 
'< Let not these strangers thy kind heart en^ge, 
•« To give the mourner to her father's rage. 
•* True she offended. — Her unfilial hand 1690 

'^ Imparted drugs, and charms, of influente bland. 
She led the bulls, exhaling fire and smoke* 
With passive necks, obedient to the yoke. 
'< But one fiilse step must from another spring; 
.** And error in his train will error bring.—* 
** From cruel outrage of a Other's hand* 
*^ She fled incautious with the stranger band.-— 
•* But JtuoUi I am told, with solemn vows 
'* Is bound, to make the maid his youthfid spouse. 
•* And would my Yo-^t Vvv& V\t\»Aw.<& ^wm ^^yccci^x^X vy':^ 
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** Say, would thy gentle heart a maid retnnif 

'* To furious parents, who for vengeance bum? 

•* The fair jfntiope recorded lives, 

** And warnings dire of rage paternal gives.— 

*^ 'Tis well remembered, in the times of yore, 

** What sufferings Danae thro* the billows bore.— 

** From an injurious sire, in this our time, 

<< What deeds of horror stain a neighboring clime! 

** How EchetuSf the scourge of human kind, 17 10 

** Pursued his daughter with infuriate mind. 

*' He doom'd the maid to pine in chearless night; 

*' And pierc'd with pointed brass the balls of sight. 

** Deep in a cell, to servile labour doom'd, 

** She pines, in darkness and despair consumM.''— « 

Thus she. — Her husband felt the soft controol % 
And kind expressions spake the malting soul.— - 
*' To glad my guests, and guard the virgin's charms^ 
'< AretCy I would meet the Colchian arms ; 
*' But yovtf all-seeing Jove^ my spirit awes; 172a 
*< And much I fear, to violate his laws.— 
*' Nor hold JEeUt object of disdain— • 
<< His pow'r is great, and wide extends his reign. 
<* Enrag'd, no monarch were a fiercer foe; 
** And Grtecdi tho' distant, might his vengeance know. 
«< I will not veil my purpose from thy love; 
<< And men, I trust, the sentence will approve. 
** If virgin yet remains the Colchian fair; 
« To yield her to her father I prepare.— * 

" But, if already she is Jason* i bride; ^^73^ 

*< The wife I tear not, from her husband's side; 
'* Nor yield to foes, to crueky, and scorn, 
*• The tender progeny, as yet unborn.*** ■ ' 

He ceas'd ; and sunk, to calm repose consign'd. 
His sayings deeply touch'd Aret^t mind.— 
Her couch she leaves; and thro' the palace goei ;-^ 
Attendant on the quecA hm ^Qtnfiai^ii^^ 
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The herMf at her secret call, appears. 

And enkf counsel to the Aimya bears. 

** The maid let Jasau wed, with urgent haste. 1740 

** No more intreaties on Aldnoui waste. 

*• For vain and idle arc your tears and pray*rs, 

** To change the purpose that his voice declares.— 

*< If virgin yet the Co/ehimn fair remains; 

** Home he returns her to her native plains. 

*< The nuptial yoke if now the princess beare, 

** His soul the laws of wedded love reveres.**— 

Th* attentive herald past* without dela)^ 
To JutofCs ear the mandate to convey, 
Both what his queen suggests, wkh wacmng kind; 
And what the purpose df AklnMu* mind. <75< 

The bay of HyUtu the fair city crown'd ; 
Wakeful in arois the wttrriofs there he found. 
Beside ^tbeir vessel, as he greets the band« 
In words succinct, he speaks the queen's command. — 
The heroes all rccciv'd, Avith pleasure fraught, 
Words thus according with each inward thought. 
All to th' immortal Gods their goblets crown'd ; 
And pour'd the pure libation on the ground. 
They led the victiois, for the hallow'd rite; 1760 

And qsread the .genial couch that very night. ■■■ ' 

Sacred recess, a fair and spacious ca;ve 
Commodious chamber for the nuptials gave. 
Exulting, tbey iprepare the bridal bed, 
Her days, o£ old, vwhere beauteous Macris led. 
From gentle uimstmut ^psang the fair. 
Who 4oade th* industrious bee his fav'nte care. 
And first from olives, with Jaborious hand, 
In balmy rills exprest the sweetness bland. 
She, in Mantit -first, Mubolc isoil, 1 7 70 

For that iair iisHA taw^'d th^ ^>ine*s Wil) 
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Trom flam^ wh^n tifrmei "kott him to the sutul^ 
0*cr his parchM Iktle lips ^e hoftejr laid*— — 
Her tender capes the queen alf yove beheld; 
Andf fill'd with ttsgeis from that tsle expelled. 
She soaght fkr distatit the PhttaciaM cave ; 
And wealth exuberatit t^ the natives ^ave. 

'Twas here, the nuptial bed capacious plac'd, 17S0 
Shoae, ^mth the fleece, resplendeiit colrering, grac'df 
Illustrious trophy, that renown supplied. 

To youthful JatoHy and his royal bride 

In their white bosoms, from the fragrant bow'rs^ 

The Wilage maidens bore the fairest flow'rs; 

With bounteoQS haad's they strew*d them o'er the 

ground ; 
While beamy ^lendours darted all around. ■ 
So shone the precious £eece, like radiant £ret 
To light the lover to his fond desire ; 
The lovely rustics gaz-d, with glad surprise^ ^79^ 

And secret wishes lightened in their eyes; 
Yet» fear and modesty forbade the band, 
To touch the -treasure, ^itb 'axjpinng hand. 
From various seats they came, of variotts line^ 
-Some, daughters of j£^Ai^ stream divine; 
In uplands sotne of Meletiku hide ; 
Some cultivatie -the pktios, and meadows wide. 
ImpelPd by June^ ^m%ach iKiti»ie bdw'r^ 
Th£y throng'd to hoofour yat6n*4 nuptial hour* 
Still, in memorial cif tbtft sight, tifc caine tSeo 

Retains the name Sieika^i 'nuptials gave«->« 
Twas here entra■c^d the youthBil;pair were laid^ 
And fragrant veils arouad them ^K«ve >dispky'd. 
Without, 'the herOM sh^ok the ^variike spear. 
Lest foes, «with^ttd!deti onset, should -appear. 
With gr€tiB#bii4taiy4>oughs their heads weve'crowft'd; 
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Before the bridal JbowV, the festive throng 
In cadence chaunted hymeneal song. 

Yet different fur did this event proceed ; 1810 

From what the son of JEjm had decreed. 
His thoughts had destin'd, not Phmacia*i reign» 
Scene of his nuptials» but the native plain ; 
When, anchored in Iolc(u\ welcome porty 
His gladden'd eyes should hail his father's court. 
There, too, in fancy, was Medea led, 
To rest her hopes; and deck the bridal bed.— 
In vain the feeble race of hapless man. 
Their airy schemes of perfect bliss may plan.*- > 
Unknown, alas, is happiness sincere..— 1829 

When joy we taste ; some anguish still is near. 
Thus, love's delights were poison'd by disraay» 
And doubts, what purpose might jilcinotu sway. 

The morn returning, with immortal light. 
Thro* sether chas'd the gloomy shades of night. 
Her radiance gi)t the smiling shores around; 
And gems of dawning twinkled o'er the ground* 
A busy hum in every street was heard ; 
The face of labour thro' the town appeared. 
Meantime, the Cokbtan armament from far, 1830 

Around the point of Macrts mov'd to war. 

The just Alcinom^ by his compact sway'd. 
Came forth, to judgment, on the royal maid. 
Of purest gold the sceptre he sustained. 
Symbol, that many a righteous doom ordab'd. 
Behind, in armour, formidably gay, 
Phaacian cohorts past in deep array. 
The crouding consorts of the gallant band, 
Without the gates, to view the pageant, stand* 
A train of rustics from their labour came; 1840 

ToT^ yuM round diff\is'd\.Vi' uTvemrk^ fame. 
A Jamb^ the feirest ot \ht ^ocV.^ ^3c^c^ \>ta^"i^\^ 
And heifer, ycx to b^w Oi^ 1^^^ xam^vx^ 
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For due libations at the sacred shrine. 
While others vases bore of sparkling wine.— 
The smoke arose, in wreaths, from sacred flames^ 
And bridal gifts were giv'n by ^lirest dames; 
Such female works, as women wont to giye» 
And fond of splendour gladly will receive; 
Embroider'd veils, and gems, and golden toys, 1 850 
That friendship pours on recent nuptial joys.— 

Th' assembled throng, with fond amazement, view 
The forms and features of the godlike crew. 
And oft, the Thracian bard, to charm the crowd, 
Swept from his lyre a descant, sweetly loud. 
And soft and light, with evanescent sound. 
His studded sandal nimbly beat the ground. 
Nor heedless were the jocund virgin train. 
Of love and love's delights.^— They added strain 
Symphonious-— hymeneal sweet— -and sang— i860 
That all the plain with charming carrols rang. 
Now, sole they sang — now, circling they advaneet 
And voice melodious join, with choral dance. 
As Juno taught.— -She, too, the queen inclin'dy 
To publish what her virtuous lord design'd. 
Most upright doom. — Complete, to her desire* 
All rites were done, that nuptial laws require. 
Firm is the king, to guard the wedded pairf 
No selfish motives his resolves impair. 
Threats of JEeUs and the Colchlan band - 1879 

Nor move his spirits, nor unnerve his hand; 
Determined firm remains the pious mind; 
For sacred oaths and solemn compacts bind. 

When, -now, the leaders of the Qtkblan host 
Perceived the purpose of their mission lost; 
And found him bent his honour to maintain ; 
And chase their navy from his ports and reign. 
They feaPd the disappointed tyrant's. wrath, 
And shrunk abhorrent from tht homft.Hi%xdL ^^ne^. 
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Humbly they seek )>rocecdo& in that liUf 1880 

Where equal laws preraily and feace^l blessiiigs smik. 

The-happhi^B of quiet rule they felt; 

And long the settlers in Phtiatia dwelt* 

A race, that origin from Bacchus claim 

From Ephyrm their native isthmus, came 

In after times — the peac^l mansions heldi 

And from their seats the colonists expell'd. 

A neighbouring rsle the banishM Cokbians gain'dy 

Ere on the continent they seats obuin'd. 

Their place of rest Cerauman hills they chose, 189(1 

Where ancient dwellings oi th^ Ahantes rose. 

There, ukiftg root and spreading o'er the graafid» 

Nestman seats and OrUot they feond. 

Tlmci in his progress, these events tanrey'd-ii>» 

And yesrly ttill the lolema licies are ptidy 

fidll are the fates, and still the nymphs rerer'dt 

Around an alta^ by Medea rear'd. 

Wkei% Nmian Pba^ fills his awful shrine, 

Author of just decrees, and source of light divitfe.--« 

And now, ^^m^u/ to the parting band 190P 

The gifts of friendship ga^, with libelml hand* 
And equal hbxOi^ mark'd the royal ^ir, 
Her husbi^ -s feelings ever wont to share. 
With soul tbrtipfeasionate, and thoughtful hcrf, 
Of what a feraalc*s tenderness may ne^d ; 
Twelve maids of her domestic train' she gave. 
To wait Meiba o'er the -distant wa^ : 
Six days elapfe'4^— ^the morn succeeding bortj 
The godlike heroes frohi Gurtypa^^ shore. 
The Witod propitiotis thro^ their oafwras sin^, 1910 
And speeds the vessel with his aii^ wJclgs.— — 
Nor yet did fetes allow thiat toiUw^m train 
Thnce wekofne Qrt^tt «xid tv^^^ ^xx^xvd^ \j^ ^t^ 
That first of ttesan^s ete tVv^ ^wi^w^T^XiOfeaxs 
Much mutft^ ttttffeced^ oi^^sft ^:rV»«* «^«.-— 
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With swelling sails AmbrMta^t gulf they fledy 

And hallowM seats, where infant Jfi^t was fed.- " ■ ■ 

Then, thro th' Echinades their course they found. 

The dangerous strait where rocky islets bound. 

Full in their view the land of Pekps lay; 1920 

When northeFB blasts arose, with furious sway. 

Nine dreadful nights the storm incessant roars; 

As many days it rends the Lybian shores. 

The driving winds the helm, the pilot sconii » ■■■■' 

Near the fell Syrtes was the vessel borne. 

There shifting sands the laboring bark embay. 

Thence, never crew pursued the homeward way. 

An 'hideous tract, the slimy marshes spread^ 

The putrid waves are motionless and deftd.«*— » 

A treacherous depth of st^ming land is seen^ XPJO 

Devouring water cloth'd in iraudful green. 

Along the brine a spume corrupted iie^ 

And pestilential vapours load the 'skies* 

Inhospitable rise the sandy heaps.*^ > ■■ 

^0 ^bird has dwelling there, no tbmg that creeps. 

The winds conspiring with the refluent rarge, 

Oto these Bnhappy shoals the vessel urge ; 

Wher^ tides resistless, with alteilnaee roar, 

Now, to #ie main return, now break upon the fihore* 

Part of the keefl within the wave remained, r940 

The greater portion tiow the laiul su^ain'd. 

The hero^ sprang to shot% ; and grief profoofld 

Posscst -each heart, to view the prospect Tound.-*- 

T-h* expansive skies, 41 chearless blatok and drear» 

And trtfcts of sand to meet ^tbe skies appear. 

Unvaried barpenness ; no Springs iiHse, 

No path, no hauM of ^ephdrd glads tjheir e3^s» 

Nor tfce nor heib was soaa^'^'d l>^er ifhe plain, 

And tnottftiliil iikate spoke k feitt^ae'^^gi*- »■■' 

Each turn'd, XM?tb ^Sa4 isfflTpt4«e, 4rid Vieax^W^. ^ow^'s.^ 
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'* What land is this? oh, whitder has the storm 
** Driven usy to perish, in some horrid form? 
*' Better, the dangers known again to brave. 
*• Thro* clashing rocks, that float amid the wave! 
** To thwart th' Almighty's will, to brave his hate— 
•* Heroic daring would adorn our fate.— — 
<' But now what hope, or what resource remains? 
" Confin'd by storms on these deserted plains. 
<' Soon shall our little span of life be past, i960 

<« Despair unmingled reigns along the waste. 
** No means of life the burning sand supplies. 
** All nature sickens; vegetation flies.*^ - ■■■ 

Such sounds the pbrensy of despair confesu-o 
The sad Ancsus thus the train addrest, 
Skilful to guide the helm.—-** 'Tis true» my fiiendsy 
'< A dreadful doom o'er every head impends. 
** In solitudes accurst we must endure 
*' Unutterable ills, without a cure ;— !- 
'< If from the land the changing winds should bloWy 
'* And bear the waters back with refluent flow. 1971 
*' Far as these eyes the dismal view command* 
•' Where turbid waves are mix'd with treacherous sani> 
'' With dashing foam th' extended beach is hoar^ 
''' And billows break continuous on the shore. 
** The sacred ship, our hope, our chiefest pride* 
** To fragments torn ev*n now were scattered wide; 
** Did not the swellings of the salt profound 
*' Forbid her keel, to strike the fatal groundc ■ ■ 
•« But, now, with rapid ebb returns the tide, 1980 

The sinking shoals the bottom scarcely hide. 

Then, pools innavigable round us spread; 
•* And hopes of safety all are cold and dead.-— • 
'* Assume the helm some more experienc'd handy 
'^ Give. — if thou canst, >i!lv^u»i\ \a \V&^ band. ■ — 
'* Ah no — the day o£ o\a te.vaxti\a %»«^tk^% 

« For erer fted.— Ous Viov^* w)^^ feas^ «^ ^^aB»-— 
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^< Soon shall we reap the fruit of perils past. 
•* By Jove decreed to perish in this waste.'* 

With tears he ceas'd. — A like despondence fiU'd 
All who were best in guiding vessels skill'd. 1991 

Then, every heart a mortal terror froze; 
Oa every cheek a death-like pale arose. 
As, when some tidings strange, and dire prevaili 
Men croud tlie streets like sheeted spectres pale; 
When tales of war and pestilence they hear, 
Or future famine wakes presageful fear. 
As inundation, deluging the plain. 
Devours the labours of th' industrious swain ; 
When from the statue bloody dews distil; 2000 

Or sacred shrines tremendous bellowings fill ; 
When dim eclipse o'erpow'rs the noontide glare. 
And glancing meteors fill the troubled air; 
With pensive steps, a wan desponding train. 
The heroes stalk'd beside th' extended main; 

And now came on the sombrous ev'ning's close, 
Clad in a colour suited to their woes. 
With bursting tears they clatp'd each other's hand, 
Tears, sole indulgence of the wretched band. 
Then, parting, each pursues the sad relief, 2010 

And broods insatiate o'er the lonely grief. 
Each far from other took his gloomy way ; 
And stretched unsocial on the sands they lay, 
As chance or choice the couch of sorrow found ; 
And mantles wrapt their drooping heads around. 
They moum'd, of food regardless, thro' the night; 
No care of food retum'd, with morning light. 
Such forms of horrid death were round displayed, 
Soch dire forebodings every heart dismay'd. 

Apart, the maids, that from Phsacia came, 2020 
With cries assembled round the Colehian dame« 
As^ when the parent bird, in quest of food, 

CooqpeU'd by hunger, leaves die ci!Uo^ VttO^i 
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Unfit to tempt the sky, an hapless flock. 

Within the cleft of some aspiring rock. 

Abandoned thus, if from the nest they &1I, 

In vain for help the piteous nurselings call ; 

As, where the swelling bank with verdant brow. 

Sees the rich streams of bright Pactohts flow; 

The plaintive cygnets raise the doleful strain, 2030 

The borders fair resound* the dewy plain. 

The silver currents;— moum'd these virgins fiur, 

And mingled with the dust their golden hair« 

All night their wailings rose most sadly swect» 

And lonely echo lov'd their voices to repeat. 

Unknown, unhonour'd by the race of mao. 
Their names extinguished, with their glorious plan, 
The first, the noblest of the Grecian host 
In deseru wild their gallant lives had lost. 
But, thoughts of pity to the suffering band 2040 

The heroines felt, who. sway'd the Libyan land.««^ 
When, from her father's head, in shining arms. 
Severely bright, mature in virgin charms, 
Minerva rose; — their early cares they gave. 
Her beauteous frame in Triton's lake to lave. 
Thus had the nymphs the love of Pallas gain'd; 
And sacred honours o'er that realm obtain'di ■ ■ ■ 

*Twas noon.— »The sun his keenest arrows cast, 
Reflected fierce from all the burning waste. 
Their steps divine the nymphs to ^aioa guide, 2050 
From his fair head they gently drew aside 
The shading veil. — 'Awe-struck the youth declined, 
From glories that bespake the heav'nly kind* 
His reverent eyes. — The mourner they addrest; 
And sooth'd, with kindness, the desponding breaBt. 

** Why sink, sad youth, abandqjn'd to despair?—* 
'< Know, that immortals make thy &te their care. 
*^ Thy foTtvo^s V^^ ^^ ^c^*^ x^ >)& >^\x^^«» 10^8 

'* Thy. tfijdss tlxy/waivtow^ i« ^^ ^^»». «£ t^^ 
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** We know thy suiFeriogs o'er the wave and land^ 
We know th' atchievements of thy daring band* 
Nymphs of the fleecy carCy and rustic traiiiy 
** We. hold an humble, and a local reign, 
** PleasM with the worship of our Qative apil^ 
** The simple guardians of the shepherd's toil.— - 
** Rousey like a niao^ from this despair profound; 
** And raise thy friends, that languish on the grouYid.-^ 
** When jimphitrke shall unyoke tlie car, 
** That whirls her Neptme o'er the deeps afar» 
** Their tender parent let the train repay, 3070 

<' With due returns, for many an anxious day; 
*^ For painful throes and agoDiKing care, 
** Since first their manly forms her womb parental bare; 
** Then, safely to the lov'd Achsan shore / 

'< Bear the rich fleece, that shines with golden ore/*— 

The nymphs evanishM, like an airy dream; 
Yet still their accents sound, and near they seem*-^ 
As on that barren plain he sate 4ialf-rais'd, 
Around in wonderment the hero gaz'd* . ■ " ■■ 
^^ Nymphs, honoured nymphs, ye guardians of this wild, 
" Oh hear your suppliant, with indulgence roildl ao8i 
*' Sustain his spirit, in this hour of fear, 
*^ And safe thro' perils of these regions bear* l ' ■■ 
^* But dark the words, that qpeak of our return. 
<^ Perplex'd with doubts my veering thoughts are borne. 
** —United minds th' abyss of £ue may sound' 
*< Wherefore delay, ta call my friends around?' 

He TQjse impetuous, from, the sandy bed^ 
Parch'd with the sun, with squalid dust o'er^pread.— 
Forward he rush'd; and loudly call'd the tn^in. 3090 
His voice resounded to the distant plain. 
Thus, in the wilds, that long have nursi his racc^ 
The ta^y lioji, dusity fn^m th^ chace, 
Stalls tbro' the fonsit, with a. fiery glare, 
Aod roaring sedu tl^ partner Qf ^% bsf^>. 
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Tremendous call—among the monntamsy shake. 

At hts dife votcey the glens and tangled brake. 

His roar the startling herds with terror fills. 

His roar the guardian swains with horror thrills; 

So loud were Jason* s shouts. But, to the heart 2100 

Congenial, no disnuy the sounds impart. ■■ 

The heroes all assembled, at his cries. 

With eadden'd minds they came ; and downcast eyes. 

Where, stationed, 'mid the shoals and dangerous sand, 

Their vessel lay, they stood a gloomy band. 

At JoiotCs mandate, with the female train 

Promiscuous join'd, they sate beside the nuun.«— — 

^ Hear, lov'd companions, while my words unfold 
<* The ddings, heavenly messengers have told. ' 
** Late as I lay, the victim of despair, 3110 

'' Three nymphs beside me stood, divinely fiur. 
*^ No mortals they, in skins of goats array'd, 
'* With rustic cinctures of the shepherd maid, 
*' Their simple vests from necks of ivory hung, 
•* And graceful round their slender middles clung — 
<' Awhile they stood, above my drooping head, 
" And drew the veil, that o'er my face lay spread. 
** With chearing words they rousM me from the ground. 
** They bade me summon you, my comrades, round; 
" And to your mother gratefully restore 2120 

<< Due recompense, for all the pangs she bore; 
*' For wakeful cares, and many an anxious day, 
•* While yet unconscious in her womb we lay; 
** When Amphhhriie shall unyoke the car, 
^ That whirls her Neptune o'er the deeps afar.— *- 
•* With thoughts perplexM, in vain my troubled mind 
" The purport of their accents toils to find. 
•* Celestial heroines, so they spake their strain, 
** Daughters of L^6ta, ^wwdians of the plain, 
" Our wanderings i^ast, ovlt Nmo\ys\a^^^^^>l3w:«^ 
*' By means SMpetiot oi^tf d v» ^«« ww% ia^v 
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** They ended; and, in mist or cloud concealM, 
** No more the heav'nly vision shone reveal'd,*' 
His words the crowd with silent wonder hear. 
While motives mixi'd of joy and grief appear. — 
What tongue can paint th* amazement of the band! 
A mighty courser sprang from sea to land! 
He sought the plain. — The locks redoubled deck^ 
On either side, his proud and arching neck.— • 
Golden his mane; he tost his head on high, 214O 

And flakes of splendour lighten'd to the sky. 
From his sleek sides he dash'd the briny foam; 
Then, stretch'd with zephyrs in his limbs to roam. 

This Peleus marking with elated breast. 
And words of hope, th* assembled train addrest.— 
** Now, now, my friends, has Neptune* s lovely bride 
<* Unyok'd the car, that whirls him o'er the tide. 
*• Now is the time. — Nor can my thoughtful mind, 
** In those dark sayings, other parent find, 
** Than the fair vessel, in whose womb we past, 2150 
•* With safety borne, thro* many a wat'ry waste, 
•' For, toils and perils she. for us endurM. 
** Our lives and safety have her groans procur'd. 
*< Let pious shoulders, then, sustain the weight. 
•* With nerves untir'd, of this maternal freight. 
** And with the burthen o'er the sands proceed, 
*• Where the swift courser shall direct his speed. 
•* Observe his track along this arid ground ; 
*• For sure he will not plunge in earth profound. 
*' If hope mislead not, we shall thus explore 2160 
•* Some welcome harbour, some propitious shore." — 
He ceas'd.— -The comment pleas'd the genVal 
throng, 
4S0 has the muse recorded in her song. 
And I but follow, with submissive tread. 
An hiuohle yotsiryf where the mu^es k^d*. 
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Their breath alone awakes poetic fire; 
Their words alone are smted to my lyre.— 
And thus they sang. 

" O first of regal line, 
•* EndowM with virtues, and with strength divinCf 
** Whose vast exertions could the ship sustain, 2 17 1 
** With all her loading o'er the desert plain. — 
«* Twelve times did Phehiu measure day and night; 
«* While thus ye bare her, with unwearied might— 
** What pangs, what miseries those heroes wrung. 
•* The tale of sufferance mocks the pow'r of tongue. 
** O truly glorious was that godlike breed! 
•* Their acts declare them of immortal seed."— 
Thus, by the dire necessity compelPd, 
Their painful march the band of heroes held. 1180 
Onward they mov'd; till, source of glad surprise, 
The lake of Pallas opened to their eyes. 
Here first they paus'd, with toil and heat opprest; 
Here first they bade their burden'd shoulders rest. 
Like famish'd dogs, that prowl abroad for food, 
Disperst they flew, to seek some spring or flood. 
For burning thirst the fainting train assail'd; 
And pain and misery o'er the mind prevail'd ; 
Nor vainly sought. They found, in flowery prime, 
A sacred plain; where, to that instant time, 2192 
The serpent Ladon, with unwearied care. 
Was wont to guard the golden apples fair. — 
The parent stem, where fruits immortal crown'd. 
The soil, the garden mighty Atlas own'd ; 
And there Hesperian maids, with sweetest song. 
The gentle monster fed, the fruits and flow'rs among. 
Beside that tree, the region's boast and pride. 
Slain by Alcides^ late the guardian died. 
The tail yet seem'd some feeling to betray; 
The trunk above all cold and lifeless lay. ii^ 
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The shafts unerring by the hero sent. 

In many a wound the gaping skin had rent, 

With active venom ting'd o£ Lema*s brood; 

The bane returned, commix'd with putrid blood. 

In swarms the greedy Hies assembled round ; 

And drainM the bile, and gore from every wound. ^ 

Near him, those tuneful nymphs, with streaming 

eyes, 
Their servant mourn'd, with loud and piercing cries. 
High o'er their heads they raise the taper hand. 
And o'er their faces snowy veils expand, 2210 

And o'er their golden locks. T he youths drew 

near, 
Precipitate.-— Possest with sudden fear. 
The bashful nymphs, dissolving from the view. 
In dust and earth from mortal sense withdrew.-^* 
The bard of Thrace that prodigy explor'd ; 
And thus, with prayer, the deities ador'd. 
** Nymphs, gentle nymphs, benevolent, as fair, 
<< With influence high, who make these fields your 

care; 
** Whether ye join the radiant throngs above, 
** Or pow'rs terrestrial, here delight to rove, 2220 
'< Or guardian maids of lawn and meadow wide, 
'' O'er artless shepherds, and their flocks preside, 
** With forms benignant glad our longing eyes; 
** Nymphs, sacred nymphs, old Ocean*t daughters 

rise. 
'< Some rock disclose, where gushing springs hare 

birth, 
** Some sacred fountain bubbling cool from earth, 
*' That, temper'd with the sun's translucent ray, 
** May feverish pangs of ardent thirst allay ! 
** And, if our bark may gain jichaia*s coast, 
<| The richest gifts thar deities can boast, 22^% 

VL Z 
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** The sweetest perfiiines^ that to Heav'ii aseendy 
** To crown your rites, and gkd your shrine at* 

tend.''— 
Fervent he prayM — and unperceiv'd, the* near. 
His fervent pray'r th* Hesperian virgins hear. 
The suffering band they viewed, and felt ^eir grief; 
And isoon compassion sent the wishM relief. 
They bade the teeming soil it's wealth disclose; 
And first a spring of tender grass arose; 
Then^ the long shoots of various herbs appear'd; 
And quickly trees their taper forms uprear'd ; 2240 
A shady elm fair Erytheis spread ; 
And Hespera sustained a poplar's head ; 
A sacred osier beauteous JEgle stood. 
With branches ever bent to uste the flood. 
iEmergenty then, firom trees, a portent strange. 
The nymphs their forms assum'd, with sudden 

change. 
The fairest JEgle ^ then, in gentlest words. 
Replied ; and with their pray'r her speech accords.— 
•* Great is th' advantage, that your weary band 
** Derives from him, who first with impious hand, 
** Presumptuous daring, and irreverent toil, 2251 

•* Deprived of life the guardian of this soil; 
** Then, from the boughs the golden apples tore; 
** From weeping goddesses their treasure bore. — 
** Scarce day preceding his career began, 
** Ere he appear'd — this rude oppressive man. — 
*' Well fitted he, to wreak the mental storm, 
•* Vast in his strength, and dreadful in his form. — 
** His eyes dart fierce intolerable flame; 
•* A lion's spoils enwrap his giant frame. — 2260 

•* His hand a ponderous trunk of olive bore; 
^* Free from the workman*5 art, and stain'd with 
""gore; 
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** And mighty bow, from whence those arrows fled^ ' 

" Too fatal shafts, that laid yon serpent dead I 

** His steps had tracM a weary length of way ; 

** And, thirsty from the parching glare of day, 

*' He searched for water, thro' the plains around ; 

•* But none to chear his eager eyes he found. 

" As rageful and despairing thus he stray'd, 

** Or he discorer'd, or some god display^ 2276 

** Yon rock; near Pallas* lake it stands alone, 

•* And with his heel he smote the solid stone. — 

" Freed by the stroke abundant waters sprung ; 

** With eager transport, to the ground he clung. 

With ample chest outspread, and nervous hands; 

Incessant draughts his furious thirst demands; 
" The fountain from its rocky bed he drains, 
«• Prone, like an ox, that grazes on the plains."—- 

She ceas'd.— And to the fount that JEgle told, 
Most sought, most wish'd, their joyful course they 

hold. 
Full soon discovered; with contention loud, a 281 

And frantic eagerness around they croud ; 
As swarming ants, an active, busy band. 
Throng round a fissure, in the thirsty land. 
The granary, where prudent toil has stor'd. 
The plunder of the barn, their winter's hoard; 
Heap'd on each other, as the clustering flies 
A formless mass compose, where honey lies. 
With restless murmur urge their greedy flight, 
Pursue the sweets, and on each other light. — 129c 
When the first draught some thirsty wretch had 

chear'd, 
How was Alcldes to his heart endear'd!— 
With moisten'd lips, and with expanding breast^ 
The soften'd soul these grateful words confest.' 
** EVn absent, godlike chief, the sodaiV^^tid 
«* Ted the protection of that peerless \iakXid\ 
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" Ev'n absent thou hast sav'd the toil-worn train, 

** From burning death, upon a thirsty plain ! 

*' Oh might our search, along the distant soil, 

** Regain the partner of our glorious toil I"— 2300 

Nor vain the word — the crowd to council went, 
The general voice selected heroes sent, 
By various paths; if tidings might be gain'd, 
Where yet Ahldes in those wilds remain'd. — - 
Perplexing task! for, on that sandy ground* 
No lasting prints of human step were found. 
The nightly breezes, with incessant sway, 
Eras'd the vagrant traces of tlie day. 
The sons of Boreas that hard task desir'd, 
(Their airy pinions confidence inspired), 23 10 

EtiphemuSf trusting in his footsteps light. 
And Lynceus boasting of unequall'd sight; 
A fifth, to friendship true, bold Canthus came, 
By ruling fates impelled, and virtue's flame- 
Still, still his heart recalled the parted friend. 
And social feelings bade him thus attend; 
That, finding Hercules^ he might demand 
His Polyphemus^ at the hero's hand. — 
No fear of rousing that impatient ire. 
No face of toil abates the strong desire, 2320 

Resolv'd to learn what chances they had prov'd, 
And where Alcides left the man he lov'd.— 
Ev'n then, his friend had reared, in Mysla^s soil. 
A town, that spake the founder's patriot toil; 
Then, rangM enamour'd of his native plain. 
To seek the vessel, and the social train. 
Till, in his course, o'er many a region wide. 
He reach'd the Chalyhesy and ocean's side. 
But, there the fates oid^vcv'^W \^%un^ ^lace; 
He fell, in combat mtVi xJcv^itYv-aix^^j xv:^ — x-i^^j^ 

Where the tall poiplar \jaN^s, ^tv^\>A\c;>« ^^^^^ 
Sacred to hini the motvxim^itxx ^o^^.— 
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But now, the chosen missionaries past, 
With eager footsteps, o'er the trackless waste. 
Their painful search the godlike man pursues. 
Him Lynceus far remote and lonely views, 
Or seems to view; as o'er the spreading lawn, 
Thro* gray beginnings of the doubtful dawn, 
And floating mists, the gazer darts his eyes. 
And sees, or thinks he sees the moon arise. — 2340 
Return M with speedy step he warn'd the train, 
That search prolong'd, and anxious cares were vain*- 
** Hope not the subject of our wish to see, 
** Remote, and evanescent, ev'n to me.— 
** Hope not, that others shall his wanderings trace; 
" When Lynceus turns despairing from the chace.— 
The swift Euphemus^ and the plumed pair. 
Alike to find the godlike chief despair. 

But mortal destinies on Canihus calf. 
Forward he prest, in Lyhian wilds to fall. 2350 

Encountering there the huts, and fleecy fold. 
The wants of his companions made him bold; 
He strove to bear away the bleating prize ; 
The guardian of the flock indignant flies; 
Th' ill-fated spoiler with a stone he fell'd; 
No feeble arm the ponderous mass impelled; 
For bold Caphareus^ such the shepherd's name, 
From Heav'n possess'd a spark of daring flame, 
And with th* opponent match'd, in vigour strode, 
Deriv'd from him, the Ly cor eon god,* 236© 

His grandsire.— When resplendent beauty's boast, 
Fair Acacallts sought the Lyhian coast. 
Sent by her sire, stern Mlnos^ to that shore ; 
Her womb the progeny of Phehus bore ; 
And gave to him, that guides the car of day. 
An infant, lovely as the father's ta^. 



Apollo 80 called. 
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jimphUhemlsy or Garamasj for stil'd 
By various titles, was the graceful child.-^ 
When rising youth bade amorous feelings wake^ 
He woo'd a nymph of the Tritonian lake. 2370 

The beauteous nymph a mutual passion own'd; 
Their loves with Nasamom Caphareus crown'd. — 
To guard his flocks the careful shepherd bent 
To shades below the gentle Canibus sent. 
Not long to triumph ; for the Grecian band 
Avenged their comrade, on the slayer's hand. 
With patient steps they sought him, o'er the plains; 
And mourning bore away his bold remains. 
O'er Canthus the sepulchral earth they spread, 
While pious tears embalm'd the virtuous dead; 2}8o 
And seised the flocks, unhappy cause of strife^ 
Lamented price, of their companion's life.— • 

To thee too, Mopsus^ fatal was that day. 
A doom relentless summon'd thee away. 
Not all his skill in augury could save 
The son of prescience, from th' untimely grave. 
For who may death elude? — Immense in length, 
A serpent shunn'd the day's meridian strength. 
Stretch'd in the sand, o'erpow'r'd with sultry heats, 
Tardy to follow, where the prey retreats, 23(^0 

He shuon'd th' attack, relax'd in every spire, 
Languid to strike, nor active in his ire; 
But, once provok'd, his fangs such mischief fill'd, 
Such deadly venom from his jaws distill'd, 
Might never living thing it's influence bearf 
The bane receiv'd, the mortal hour was near; 
Where his fell tooth the slightest print applied. 
The rankling wound ev'n aid from Heaven defied; 
Not Pteatiy (author of the healing art. 
As legends tell) could ease the mortal smart. — 340© 
When godlike Perseus^ whom his mother stil'd 
JEurymedon^ high o'er \]h^ L^Man m\4 
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The severed, head of direful Gorgon bore, 
Warm from the falchion, and distilling gore; 
In sable drops, where'er the blood was shed» 
The teeming soil a race of serpents bred. 
Such lay the serpent. — With unboding breastf 
As Mopsus past, the monster's spine he prest* 
Rous'd by the pain, the nK>nster wreath'd around 
His ancle, and infix'd the burning wound, 241a' 

Deep, deep with vengeful tooth the flesh he tore; 
And mix*d his poison with the spouting gore.— 
Medea shriek'd — and shriek'd her female train. 
The generous hero, unsubdued by pain, 
The gory wound, with hand intrepid prest; 
The poison thence, but slowly reachM his breast« 
Ah wretch ! he feels the stroke of fate advance. 
From vein to vein inducing mortal trance. 
O'er every sense a dire oblivion steals. 
His swimming eyes a waving blackness seals. 2420 
On earth reclin'd, with powerless limbs, he layi 
And cold and rigid breath 'd his soul away.— 
Collected round aghast his comraaes gaze. 
Aghast their leader stood, in dire amaze. 
A spectacle so sudden and so dread! 
Their friend so q^uickly numbered with the dead!' 
Smote every heart. Nor could the dead remain, 
Expos'd a moment, welt'ring on the plain. 
Beneath the sun; for now, thro* all the corse. 
The subtle poison spread putrescent force. ^43^ 

From limb to limb the dissolution flew; 
From every pore exuded clammy dew.— • 
The brazen mattocks his companions wield; 
And soon a trench is open'd in the fleld. 
Deep in it's womb the putrid mass they lay; 
And heap, with needful haste, th' incumbent 
clay — 

W3 
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The mourning warriors and the softer kind 

The shinbg honours of their heads resignM* 

With trembling hands o'er all the grave they spread 

Their parted locks, in honour of the dead; 2440 

And dirice, with pious hand, they heap'd the ground; 

And compass'd thrice, in arms, the rising mound. 

Now, to the ship returned, as o'er the deep 
The southern winds, with humid pinions, sweep, 
XiOng time they hover'd ; and, with doubting mind^ 
Some passage sought from Triton's lake to find. 
No fix'd resolves the veering purpose stay; 
Now here, now there, they shape th* tmcertaiii 

way. 
As, smote by noontide shafts, the writhing snake 
The path oblique with sinuous toil may makey 2450 
From side to side the hissing head he turnsy 
His flaming eye with fire malignant burns. 
Nor ceases, till he spies, with piercing ken. 
The secret passage to his murky den ; 
Thus Argo long her course uncertain winds. 
Ere yet an outlet from the lake she finds. 
Till Orpheus bade them, from the ship display 
A tripod, hallow'd to the God of day. 
And consecrate, the gift, with pious hand. 
To native deities, that guard the land. 2460 

When, disembarking, on the shore they laid 
The sacred offering, first for Phebus made; 
Then, Tritorty ruler of the lake, appeared ; 
A seeming youth his graceful form he rear'd. 
A verdant sod he lifted from the plain. 
As pledge of friendship; and addrest the train.— 
** Hail, gallant youths, from Triton^s hand receive 
*' A friendly pledge, iV\^x. ti^^er shall deceive, 
" Assurance o£ protecuoti^ ctt ^^ ^ii\ 
'* No greater can a ^^^^^ \i^^\.o>«— aK\^ 
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*^ If haply ye desire^ with anxious mind, 

** To learoy (what mariners would seek to find} ; 

** What outlets of this lake, as yet untried, 

*^ May lead embarrass'd barks to reach the tide; 

** All this with truth unerring I can speak. 

*^ Ordain'd by Neptune guardian of each creek» 

" Harbour, and station of the Libyan main, 

•* O'er all the coast, a wide extent, I reign.— 

<^ From distant climes ye come; yet haply &me 

** Has made your ears familiar with my name} 2480 

'^ Euryfyius; this monster-teeming earth, 

** Subject of fable, is my place of birth.'* 

Euphemus answer'd y with expressions bland. 
The pledge* receiving with a grateful hand.— 
*< Where Apis lies, and where the seas of CretCy 
•* If such thy knowledge, noble chief, repeat.— 
" No vain enquirers we, from shore to shore, 
^* That, idly curious, distant realms explore. 
*' But dire necessity controuls our course ; 
** These realms we visit through the whirlwind^s force* 
^< Long tempest-tost, our labouring vessel found 249 i 
•• This continent, on earth's remotest bound. 
•« And long, with force combin'd, and weary toil^ 
•• We bore the ponderous vessel, o'er the soil. 
** To shun the terrors, that the Syrtes wake, 
** And float her safely, in this ample lake. 
** In pity, then, to strangers led astray, 
** To Pelops* land reveal the nearest way.**— 

The Libyan answers, as Euphemus ends, 
And, while he speaks, his levell'd arm extends. 2500 
Remote the sea, in prospect wide, he shows. 
Near a deep outlet from the lake that Hows.— 
** This passage to the main a vessel bears, 
" Where, in the blackness, central depth appears. 

* The sod* 
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*< White, on each side> the sandy banks arisCy 

*< And shallow there pellucid water lies. 

^ The dangerous banks a narrow strait unfold ; 

** Most needful 'tis the middle course to bold- 

** Yon sea, which scarce the dazzled sight explores, 

*' Leads you, past CreU, to Pelafekm shores, ^Jld 

** When steering from the lake the right ye keep* 

<* And now the bark is wafted to the deep; 

*< With steady hand your yessel, then restrains 

^ Pursue the shore; nor rashly seek the main; 

*' Till boldly swelling, as your course you ^laptf 

*< The land throws forward a projecting cape.-^ 

** Then, spread your canras, onward plough die 

way, 
*^ Your youthful vigour let no toil dismay.^* n 

He spake benevolent. — The baik they fill; 
And thro' the lake exert the rower's skill.— > 2519 
With cries of joy proceed th' exulting band.— 
Meanwhile, the tripod shone in Tritons hand* 
Full soon he vanished with the sacred prize, 
Beneath the lake conceal'd from mortal eyes. 
Inly rejoic'd th' heroic band, to find 
Their Jate instructor of celestial kind. 
Then, yason bids for sacrifice prepare 
The first and fairest of the fleecy care. 
So lately won; and pious vows to raise; 
To call protection on their future ways. *53® 

The chosen victim at the prow was slain ; 
And pray'rs accompanied from all the train, — 
*^ Oh thou divine, that here, to mortals shown, 
** Thy form reveal'd, thy title yet unknown, 
** Whoe'er thou art, assign 'd these bounds to keep, 
«< Or Triton^ wonder of the vasty deep, 
*' Phorcysy or NeretUy i\Aet o? \.Vi^ \i?L^^> 
** Offspring of nymphs, t3:i3tx.*m Oaft\A^w^^^»^t.\ 
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" Indulgent hear.-^Thy favour may vre boast*«<^ 

•* Propitious guide us, to the native coast."— 9540 

Thus pray'd the chief, the victim as he slew* 
And bleeding warm amid the billows threw.— 
Then, Triton^ awful from the depths arose.**-* 
His genuine form in majesty he shows. -^ 
As when some youth, in active vigour bold» 
The fiery courser by the mane will hold; 
And nimbly wheel him round, with active force* 
Thro* the large space, where rival chariote coarse f 
The steed pursues his leader's rapid pace; ^549 

His graceful neck curv'd high with haughty grace}. 
With champing teeth he makes the curb resound | 
And white as snow the foam is dash'd around;. 
With mighty hand thus Tritoft grasp'd the keel* 
And bade the ship resistless impulse feel. 
His form above such majesty and grace 
Combiii'd, as prov'd him of celestial race* 
Fair to the middle^ but the parts below 
A fishy form, with strange discordance show; 
A tail enormous lengthens out his spine ; 
With forky fins he ploughs the foamy brine; 2jG9 

Turn'd in a shining curve, such shape they wear^ 
As when fair Luna't crescent horns appear.-.^ 
On to the sea the vessel he impelled.— 
And more secure the forward course she held. 
That service rendered from their sight he fled; 
And plunging sought old ocean's cavern'd bed.-^ 

The portent fill'd the heroes with surprise. 
From all the deck the shouts of wonder rise. 
There, Argons name the harbour yet retains; 
Still of that ship some monument remains; '57^ 

For altars yet are seen, with grateful hand. 
To Neptune rais'd, and Triton by the band.*— 
There, for a day, their voyage they dela^M. 
The morrow^s sun their spreading w!i& vxn^^"* ^ > 
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And swiftly gliding, as the zephyr swept^ 

A desert land upon their right they kept. 

When the next morn renewed her rosy light, 

Projecting far a headland rose in sight; 

Redr'd behind a deep indented bay, 

A safe recess, beneath it's shelter lay.— 2580 

Now Zephyr ceas'd; and southern blasts prevailed. 

With joyful shouts, the favouring breeze they 

hail'd— 
Then, Phehus sunk, and Hesper fais'd his heady 
To summon labour to his homely bed^ 
Sweet star of love, that brings, with solace feir. 
Rest and oblivion of the peasant's care.*- 
As night's still empire lull'd the falling wind. 
They fiirl'd their canvas; and thermast inclin'd. 
Incumbent, then, the polish'd oars they ply'd. 
And smote, with vigorous arms, the foamy tide- 
All night, all day they combated the wave; 2591 
Nor rest from toil the night succeeding gave. 
From far the rocks of Carpaihus appear.— 
Thence, onward to the shores of Crete they steer. 
For, chief of islands, Crete attracts their course. 
But, there oppos'd they meet portentous force. 

High on a cliff the brazen Talus stands ; 
With brandished rocks he interdicts the lands: 
No stranger may th' unfriendly port explore; 
No vessel moor along the guarded shore.-— 26CO 

Son of that brazen race, in elder time, 
Deriv'd from trees, robust for every crime. 
Him, sole remaining branch, the thunderer gracM, 
And him with demi-gods his favour plac'd, 
Ordain'd to guard his lov'd Europa*s charms. 
And keep her favourite isle from rude alarms.—* 
For annual thrice he compass'd all around, 
Vfiih. brazen feet, ihe precincts of that ground. 
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His giant frame he rearM, untaught to feel 

The trenchant brass^ or sharply pointed steel, t6lo 

Save, where a Yein, that from his head extends* 

Pursues the chine, then in his ancle ends. — 

Red, thro' this duct, where vital currents bound* 

The magic form -was pervious to the wound. 

The skin alone confined the purple tide, 

And slightest barriers life from death divide.-— 

The form terrific aw'd th' adventurous band; 

Tho' present wants some friendly port demand* 

They push, from those inhospitable shores; 

And urge the labuuilu^ balk, wlUi bending oars. 2620 

Now, far from Crete their course they had pursued; 

Tho' thirst and anguish every soul subdued; 

But fair Medea thus the crowd addrest, 

And comfort chear'd each agitated breast. 

" Hear, warriors ■ b razen tho* this monster 

tow'r. 
Let not a visage with despondence low'r. 
If mortal he the breath of Heav'n inhale* 
Beneath my hand his boasted strength shall faH. 
Your vessel station ; and avoid the shock. 
Secure in distance, from the vollied.rock. 3<$30 

There, patient wait, until, with art profound* 
I lay this monster prostrate on the ground."-^ 
They row'd obedient past the range of harms* 
The direful vollies, from those brazen arms; 
And waited, to behold Medea* s skill, 
The promised wonders of her art fulfil. 

Before her face the Cokhian fair extends 
Her purple robe, and thus the deck ascends. 
The son of JEson by the hand she drew. 
From bank to bank, where sate the gallant crew.-— 
With sweetest witchery she chaunted strain* 3641 

Of soothing melody* and lull'd. th^ u^ah 
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Of destlDieSf that harrow up the mindy 
And fill with tcrrors} feeble humao kiixL 
The messengers of Hell, that wing the air. 
And mortals fill with anguish and despair. 
These were invok'd; and thrice her magic song, 
And thrice her pray'rs addrest the direful throng.-* 

The potent charms the giant's soul subdued ( 
Th' enchantress, then, her Tictory pursued. 1(50 

Her flashing eyes she filPd with noxious ire; 
His glances sunk beneath the deadly fire. 
In rage she grew, her grinding teeth she gn^h^di, 
Infernal vapouis on ibc foe %hc d^sk'dt. 
Gohlins^ she call'd, and hateful spectres round ; 
And bade the forms of Hell his soul confound.-- 
** Oh father Jove (he cried) what gloom oVshades^ 
** What torpid influence every sense inyades? 
'* Must we not fear alone disease and wounds 
•* Shall distant foes, with magic art confound ?*'— 
Tho' firm in solid brass the giant tow'rs, 2661 

He feels the weight of magic's fearful pow'rs.-— 
Yet, still his hands the task of warfare ply; 

Still rocky fragments fill the darkened sky. 

While massive volley, thus, and menace rude 
The labouring vessel from the^port exclude; 
His vulnerable part, with mighty shock. 
His ancle dash'd against the pointed rock; 
Then, Ichor gush'd from the metallic frame, 
Like boiling lead dissolv'd before the flame; 2670 

Nor long his station on that rock he fills, 
Like some enormous pine, on airy hills. 
Which biting axes, urg'd by rustic might, 
Half-feird abandon, at th' approach of night; 
Full soon nocturnal blasts the foliage rend, 
Shake the tall stem, and on the rocks extend. 
The limbs awhile the ^lanl foim sustain ; 
Tiien, faint it sinks, and t]li\ixxdti\tv|,Vi?k^ ^t ^^'cl* 
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The harbour, now, receives the joyful band.— 
That night they pass, upon the Cretan land. 2680 

A fane they rais'd, when early n^om appear'd» 
To Pallasy by the isons of Crete rever'd.— 
With store of water from the spring supplied. 
Again they man the bark, and plough the tide* 
Eager to pass Salmonium^s point around, 
With bending oars they vex the salt profound. 
As o'er the swell of Cretan seas they flew. 
Unwonted terrors night around them threw. 
Shrouded they were in blackness of the tomb; 
No beamy star dispers'd the solid gloom; 269Q 

The struggling glimpses of the moonlight fail'd; 
And shades infernal o'er the world prevail'd* 
The sailors know not, darkling as they rovet 
Whether in Orcus or the deep they move; 
And to the wind» and to the wave confide 
The random course, they can no longer guide.*** 
Then JfasoUf fiU'd with anguish and dismay^ 
Fervent and loud invok'd the source of day; 
He calPd on Phebus^ tp protect the train. 
While copious teal's distillM like briny raiQ. ^709 

He vow'd oblations to the Pythian shrine. 
To crown with offerings AmycU divine. 
He vow'd to Delot gifts immense to bear. 
For aid imparted in that hour of fear.-^ 
Thou heardst, propitious pow'r, from realoks of 

light. — 
With succour prbmpt, Apdlo wing'd his flight.-^ 
Melanttan rocks amid the waves arise ; 
And one receives Him bending from the skie& 
His right hand bare aloft the golden bow; '7^ 

Thence, wide in air' the, streaming splendours flow» 
Where, thick the deep is sown with many aa iskf 
The clustering Sforadet ip prospect smile. 
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Ad islet of the groupe arises near, 

Tho' small in compass, to the wishes dear. 

Full opposite the small Hippuris rose ; 

And anchorM here, the train respire from woes. 

The rising morn was fled; with pious care, 
A goodly shrine for Phehus they prepare; 
And place his altar in the sacred shade. 
Where stately groves religious gloom displayed. 2720^ 
They call'd JEgletes^* bounteous source of light, 
With appellation new and solemn rite. 
They gave that craggy island's small extent 
A name, expressive of the glad event. 
Propitious Anaphei\ reveal'd to sight. 
With chearing radiance, by the God of light. 

Such vows were paid, as poverty could find; 
For scanty means the liberal heart confin'd ; 
Where, neither lowing herds, nor flocks were found, 
Nor vines nor olives clad the sterile ground. 2730 

But, when the maids, that from Phaacia came. 
Beheld the warriors, by the torches' flame, 
Along the margin of the rocky bay, 
Unmix'd libations from the fountain pay ; 
Loud bursts of laughter, from the heedless breast, 
Their foolish scorn of indigence exprest; 
And much they turn'd to transitory sport, 
A scene, so different from Phaacias court; 
For, there the blood of countless victims streamed. 
And altars there with wine and incense steam'd. 
With taunts their levity the youths assailM; 2740 

While secret pleasure at their mirth prevailed. 
Nor end they thus ; the maidens quick replied ; 
And gay contention rose, from side to side. 



* Mgletes^ an epithet or appellation of Apdlo. 
f From a Greek verb, that signifies to show. 
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From their glad warfare, in alternate strain. 
Still does that isle the war of wit retain. 
Mgletes bright, in Anaphe rever'd, 
By mirthful sallies, are thy rites endear'd.— 

Their placid mirror the calm waves expand ; 
The heroes loose their halsers, from the land.— - 
Mindful of visions, in the night surveyed, 
His vows to Matas son Euphemus paid. ^75® 

What Heav'n design'd, as yet untaught to know, 
But thus his words described the mystic show.-— 
•* That sod, methought, the pledge of heav'niy 
aid, 
** Giv'n to my hand, upon my breast I laid. 
*' There, the small mass, with milky currents fed, 
** Extending, warm with life a female spread, 
** A beauteous maid. — I gaz'd upon her face; 
" And fondly strain'd her, in a dear embrace^ 
« For sov'ran beauty filPd me with desire, 
*' And shot from every pore resistless fire.—- 2 760 
^' My passion sated, calmer thoughts succeed; 
** And keen remorse pursues th* incautious deed.-— > 
" I mourn 'd, with horror, that I had possest 
** My child, that infant, nurtur'd at my breast.*^* 
** But she, to chear me, with soft soothing grace; 
" No daughter I, but born of Triton^t race— 
" t come from Lybia^ my paternal land, 
** Nurse of thy progeny, a gracious band, 
** Oh youth belov'd. — My father bade me share 
•* A portion in the deep, with Nereids fair, *770 

«* Near Anaphe , surrounded by the main.— - 
•* That mansion for thy children I retain. 
'< Soon shall I bid the dimpling waves display 
" The surface fair, to drink the solar ray.'*— 

Euphemus thus recalPd to Jason* s thought 
The forms of wonder, that his visioa wrovi^W— 
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The chief revolvM the prophecies divine. 

In times preceding, giv*n from Phebut* shrine; 

And thus replies. — " No doubt the gods intend, 

«* That fame immortal shall adorn my friend.— ^^ 2780 

•« Their pow'r shall bid the pledge that Triton gave, 

« Become an isle, when trusted to the wave. 

** Thy children's children shall' possess that land; 

'* Since Triton gave possession to thine hand ; 

** Triton^ for he, of all th* immortal train 

•* Bestow'd this portion of the Libyan plain." 

His answer with Euphemus* thought accords. 
He hastes completion, of th^ auspicious words* 
The hallow'd sod into the deep he threw, 
And, where it plung'd, Calliste rose to view, 2790 
An isle, where nature wore her happiest face^ 
The sacred nurse, Euphemm^ of thy race.— 
That race, in after ages, Lemnes held; 
By Tuscan inroad from those Seats expelPd, 
The wandering exiles reach'd LacotwCs soil ; 
Where generous Sparta own'd their thriving toil. 
The gallant Theras, from Autesian sprung. 
From Sparta led th' adventurous, and the young. 
At sweet CaUiste they their wand'rings dos'd. 
And, fix'd content, their leader's riame impos'd. 2800 

But, these events succeeding time displayed; 
When swift Euphemus was an airy shade.-— 
From thence th* adventurers urg'd their rapid way; 
Till fair JEgina claim 'd a short delay. 
Tho' bent on speed, they seek the friendly shores; 
And eager thirst the cooling fount explores. 
Then, rose an harmless strife, among the train ; 
Who first with water should the vessel gain ; 
While double cause of prompt dispatch they find. 

In pressing want, and in th' impetuous wind. 

i^fld hence, deriv'd, as ancient story runs, 281 1 

A. custom liyesy among Tbei<alia^< ^oiisv 
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And youthful racers urns of water bear. 
As to the goal with active limbs they steer. 

Haily gallant youths! hail, blest immortal breed! 
Propitious to your poet now proceed ! 
More sweety more tuneable, from day to day. 
From year to year, resound the votive lay.— 
Exulting labour sees the goal appear; 
That aspiration of my soul is near. — 2820 

Great heirs of glory, ever famous throng, 
O may your names immortalise my song! 
Now, let the poet with his heroes rest; 
From weary vigils spare the haras^'d breast. 
By land, no perils wait the gallant train. 
Ko future tempests menace o'er the main* 
Cecropian hills behold the vessel glide. 
With prosperous gale, and gently-swelling tide. 
Near jiuiisy then, they trace the level brine. 
And Locrlan cities, of Opunttan line. 2830 

The bay of Pagass receives them last; 
With shouts exulting o'er the labours past. 
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